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DEDICATION
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ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS

Meiguo

b\

Kirst\n Hom

Master of Fine Arts in Visual Arts

UniYersit\ of California San Diego, 2021

Professor An\a Gallaccio, Chair

³Meiguo '' is an installation consisting of sculptures and te[tiles based on memories from

m\ grandmother¶s archiYe. Attempts to grasp the past becomes a departure for neZ sensibilities

of (be)longing. M\ conceptual framing is informed b\ racial melancholia theor\, craft methods,

Asian American literature and poetr\. B\ blurring relationships betZeen inside and outside, I

hope to frame the in-betZeen spaces that I occup\ Zithin culture, time, and place. Fabrics

soaked Zith pomegranates, onion skins, lemon juice, and rice are joined through long durational

seZing methods. Building up the te[tile Zith repetition and pattern engages Zith practices of

Zriting, erasure, and remembering. I question hoZ joining threads locates Zhat cannot be easil\

translated in Zords \et acutel\ felt in the bod\.
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³The body is the ultimate witness to love. And I learned that right away. We don¶t say,
µI love you.¶ If we do, we say it in English as a sort of goodbye.´1

Ocean Vuong

1 OQ BeiQg ZiWh KUiVWa TiSSeWW, On Being with Krista Tippett, ASUiO 20, 2020,
hWWSV://RQbeiQg.RUg/SURgUaPV/RceaQ-YXRQg-a-Oife-ZRUWh\-Rf-RXU-bUeaWh/
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IQWURdXcWLRQ
IQ iPagiQiQg Whe VSace beWZeeQ PePRUieV Rf a faPiO\ hRPe aQd P\ VhifWiQg UeOaWiRQVhiS

WR WhiV cRXQWU\, I begiQ VWaUiQg aW Whe ceiOiQg. I caQ¶W heOS bXW feeO a VeQVe Rf OighWQeVV aV I aUch

P\ chiQ WR Whe Vk\. I¶P UePiQded Rf PRPeQWV ZheQ I¶d VWaUe aW Whe cORXdV WR Siece WRgeWheU

SiOORZ\ VhaSeV WR fRUP QeZ figXUeV. TXUQiQg P\ ga]e dRZQZaUdV, Whe e[SaQViRQ Rf Whe ceiOiQg

VhifWV WR Whe OiQROeXP gUid beORZ P\ feeW. The fORRUiQg iQ P\ VWXdiR RfWeQ acWV aV a OaUgeU UXOeU fRU

Pe WR PeaVXUe aQd ZRUk RQ OaUgeU VcaOeV. HRZ PighW I UeOaWe WR VSace diffeUeQWO\ if Whe gUid iV

UaiVed abRYe P\ head? FURP a biUdV e\e YieZ, I caQ eQYiViRQ Whe gUid fRUPiQg Whe ZaUS aQd ZefW

Rf a fabUic. I UeOaWe WR WhiV VWUXcWXUe aV Whe fabUic¶V VkeOeWRQ, ZheUe I caQ ZeaYe iQ diffeUeQW

SeRSOe, RbjecWV, aQd SOaceV fORaWiQg iQ P\ PiQd. ThiV fRXQdaWiRQ WUaceV back WR a OaUgeU hiVWRU\

iQ Zhich jRiQiQg WhUeadV ³cRPPXQicaWed PeVVageV aW diffeUeQW PRPeQWV, iQ diffeUeQW SOaceV, bXW

did VR RQO\ becaXVe Rf WheiU fOe[ibiOiW\, WheiU abiOiW\ WR adaSW WR QeZ PRdeV, QeZ fXQcWiRQaO

cRQWe[WV.´2 HRZ caQ WhiV VWUXcWXUe giYe Pe PaUkeUV fRU XQUaYeOOiQg SaUWV Rf P\ faPiO\ hiVWRU\, aQd

ZeaYiQg iQ QeZ Za\V Rf e[iVWiQg?

MHLJXR
³MeigXR '' iV a WXfWed caUSeW ZiWh ZRRO \aUQ iQ Whe diPeQViRQV, aQd RUieQWaWiRQ Rf a

ZeOcRPe PaW WR dePaUcaWe a SRiQW Rf eQWU\ iQWR Whe gaOOeU\. ThiV Siece iV baVed RQ MRQica

YRXQ¶V SReP, ³DeWaiO Rf Whe Rice CheVW,´ iQ Zhich Vhe aQaO\]eV Whe 2015 KRUeaQ FiOP, The

Throne, WR UeWUace ZRUdV XVed WR RbjecWif\ aQd RWheU AViaQ iPPigUaQWV. The ZRUd ³MeigXR,´

diUecWO\ WUaQVOaWeV WR ³beaXWifXO cRXQWU\´ iQ ChiQeVe, aQd iV Whe QaPe fRU APeUica. IQ WXUQ, YRXQ

SRiQWV RXW hRZ Whe QaPe fRU APeUica WeWheUV Whe VSeakeU WR a URPaQWici]ed ideaO. WhiOe

cRPPeQWaWRUV VSecXOaWe RQ Whe RUigiQ Rf Whe ZRUd WR eiWheU ShRQeWic aSSUR[iPaWiRQ RU Whe ZRUk

Rf APeUicaQ PiVViRQaUieV, I TXeVWiRQ if ChiQeVe SeRSOe OiWeUaOO\ beOieYe APeUica WR be a beaXWifXO

cRXQWU\. IQ ePbeddiQg WhiV ZRUd iQ Whe ZeOcRPe PaW deVigQ, I ZaQW WR SOa\ ZiWh Whe iURQ\ Rf

2 T'ai SPiWh aQd GUaQW WaWVRQ, ³The EYeQW Rf a ThUead,´ iQ Textiles Open Letter, ed. HeUaXVgegebeQ YRQ
(WieQ, AXVWUia: GeQeUaOi FRXQdaWiRQ, 2015), SS. 76-88, 78.
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haYiQg WR ³caOO APeUica beaXWifXO iQ RUdeU WR VSeak iWV QaPe.´3 I ZRQdeU hRZ RQe UeOaWeV WR Whe

VcXOSWXUe aV iW ORVeV Whe fXQcWiRQaOiW\ Rf a VXUface WR cOeaQ RQe¶V feeW befRUe eQWeUiQg. WhaW dReV

iW PeaQ WR be ³ZeOcRPed´ b\ WhiV ZRUd? DReV RQe ZaOk RYeU iW, RU aURXQd iW WR SUeVeUYe a VWaWe Rf

cOeaQOiQeVV? WhRVe hRPe aUe Ze SaVViQg WhURXgh?

3 MRQica YRXQ, ³DeWaiO Rf Whe Rice CheVW,´ Harper's Magazine, JaQXaU\ 31, 2021,
hWWSV://haUSeUV.RUg/aUchiYe/2021/02/deWaiO-Rf-Whe-Uice-cheVW-PRQica-\RXQ/.

3



A CKLQHVH ASSOH
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FLJ.1. PRPegUaQaWe WUee
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WheQ I ZaV OiWWOe, P\ SaUeQWV RfWeQ dURSSed Pe Rff aW P\ PaWeUQaO gUaQdPRWheU¶V hRXVe

afWeU VchRRO ZhiOe Whe\ ZRUked. AV P\ bURWheU, KeYaQ, aQd I SaWieQWO\ ZaiWed RXWVide iQ Whe cROd,

SRh SRh4 VZXQg Whe ZRRdeQ dRRU RSeQ aQd gUeeWed XV ZiWh a high SiWch ³ahhhh,´ diVaSSeaUiQg

iQWR a Vigh. I Sicked XS RQ WheVe iQfOecWiRQV, aQd Whe Za\ Vhe haQded Pe chRcROaWe kiVVeV

becaXVe Ze cRXOd QRW cRPPXQicaWe ZiWh ZRUdV. I RfWeQ ZRQdeUed Zh\ Vhe QeYeU OeaUQed

EQgOiVh, aQd Zh\ P\ SaUeQWV QeYeU WaXghW Pe CaQWRQeVe. ThiV OaQgXage baUUieU SUeYeQWed Pe

fURP aVkiQg Whe big TXeVWiRQ, ³hRZ did I geW heUe?´ I faQWaVi]ed abRXW aOO Rf Whe VWRUieV Vhe

caUUied aQd OefW behiQd, aQd ZRQdeUed if WheVe PePRUieV cRXOd Wake Pe cORVeU WR a SOace Rf

beORQgiQg WhaQ ZhaW I VaZ iQ Whe Pedia.

KeYaQ aQd I QRUPaOO\ ZaWched SRZeU UaQgeUV RQ Whe WeOeYiViRQ ZhiOe SRh SRh VaW RQ Whe

cRUQeU cRXch aQd Uead ChiQeVe QeZVSaSeUV. HeU e\eV SeeUed, XQbRWheUed, aV Vhe PeWhRdicaOO\

VkiPPed Whe fROded SaSeU iQ caVcadiQg cROXPQV. OQ Whe faU Vide Rf Whe OiYiQg URRP, RXU e\eV

ZeUe gOXed iQcheV aZa\ fURP Whe VcUeeQ. We cRPfRUWabO\ VSUaZOed RQ RXU beOOieV, SURSSed RXU

chiQV ZiWh beQW eObRZV, diggiQg hROeV iQWR Whe VcUaWch\ bURZQ caUSeW. IW ZaV a WUeaW WR ZaWch

SRZeU UaQgeUV becaXVe RXU SaUeQWV didQ¶W aSSURYe Rf Whe YiROeQW cRQWeQW. I ZRXOd fi[aWe RQ Whe

WZR giUO SRZeU UaQgeUV, aQd ZRXOd iPagiQe Zhich RQe I ZRXOd be. I aOZa\V ZaQWed WR be Whe SiQk

SRZeU UaQgeU becaXVe Vhe VeePed WR be ³Whe giUOieVW.´ The ³\eOORZ UaQgeU´ ZaV RQe Rf Whe feZ

AViaQ fePaOe chaUacWeUV I eQcRXQWeUed aV a kid, bXW I ZRQdeUed, Zh\ \eOORZ? CRXOdQ¶W Vhe be

P\ Qe[W faYRUiWe cRORU afWeU SiQk, Zhich ZaV SXUSOe? IQ P\ PiQd, I aVVRciaWed \eOORZ ZiWh Whe

VWaiQV \RX¶d Vee RQ ZhiWe cORWheV, Whe cRORU fUXiW WXUQV aV iW begiQV WR URW, VRPeWhiQg VickO\ aQd

bRdiO\. The \eOORZ SRZeU UaQgeU cRQWiQXed WR haXQW Pe iQ eOePeQWaU\ VchRRO becaXVe P\

fUieQdV aOZa\V Sicked Pe WR be heU dXUiQg SOa\gURXQd gaPeV. We ZRXOd gaWheU iQ a ciUcOe WR hiW

RXU VSaUkO\ VOaSSabOe bUaceOeWV iQ XQiVRQ WR ³SRZeU XS aQd WUaQVfRUP!´ IQ WhaW PRPeQW, I didQ¶W

4 SRh SRh: PaWeUQaO gUaQdPRWheU, I SURQRXQce WhiV ZRUd ViPiOaU WR Va\iQg a ZaUP, aQd fX]]\ ³SaZ.´
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diVaSSeaU iQWR aQ iPagiQaU\ ZRUOd ZiWh WheP. I feOW P\ feeW SRXQdiQg fXUiRXVO\ agaiQVW Whe hRW

SaYePeQW aQd WUied WR SeUfRUP Whe feeOiQg Rf fO\iQg.

PRh SRh¶V kiWcheQ ZaV Whe bUighWeVW SaUW iQ heU hRPe dXe WR Whe Vk\OighW. DXUiQg OXQch

WiPe, Ze VaW aW Whe VTXaUe WabOe aQd aWe ViOeQWO\. SRPeWiPeV Vhe ZRXOd VeUYe a SOaWe Rf fUXiW,

Zhich ZaV RfWeQ aQ aSSOe. I aOZa\V fRXQd Whe RffeUiQg WR be a biW VWUaQge becaXVe aOO Rf Whe Ued

VkiQV ZeUe caUefXOO\ SeeOed Rff. The Qaked VOiceV UeVePbOed faiQW VPiOeV ZiWh bURZQ VWaiQV aW Whe

edgeV. WheQ I biW iQWR Whe jXic\ fUXiW, I QeYeU feOW Whe VhaUS UiQdV VcUaSiQg agaiQVW P\ PRXWh. I

ZaV RQO\ OefW ZiWh a Uich VZeeWQeVV PeOWiQg aZa\.

LaVW ZiQWeU I VWaUWed cROOecWiQg SRPegUaQaWeV becaXVe I OeaUQed WhaW ceUWaiQ fUXiW VkiQV

SURdXce cRORUed d\eV. AV I VOiced Whe SRPegUaQaWe, I ZRQdeUed ZhaW cRORU WheVe UXb\ Ued

VcUaSV ZRXOd SURdXce. POXckiQg Whe cUiPVRQ VeedV, I UecaOOed Whe gUeek P\Wh Rf PeUVeShRQe

ZhR ZaV WakeQ aZa\ fURP heU PRWheU b\ HadeV iQWR Whe XQdeUZRUOd afWeU eaWiQg Whe fRUbiddeQ

VeedV. IQ VRPe Za\V, I fRXQd SaUaOOeOV ZiWh WhiV P\Wh WR Whe ORYe VWRU\ I heOd aV a chiOd Rf Whe

diaVSRUa. I e[SeUieQced SeUiRdV Rf beiQg VeSaUaWed b\ WiPe, cXOWXUe, aQd OaQgXage. SaYiQg WheVe

SRPegUaQaWe VkiQV WR XVe iQ Whe VSUiQg UePiQded Pe Rf Whe WiPe PeUVeShRQe UeWXUQed back WR

heU PRWheU.

IQ RUdeU WR XQUaYeO SRh SRh¶V VWRU\, I WXUQed WR P\ PRP. SiQce Vhe did QRW Uead QRU ZUiWe

iQ ChiQeVe, heU WUaQVOaWiRQV haSSeQed RUaOO\ b\ OiVWeQiQg cORVeO\ WR SRh SRh¶V YRice, aQd WhURXgh

heU VibOiQgV¶ PePRUieV. M\ AXQW JeQQie ZaV Whe eOdeVW aQd RQO\ chiOd, ZhR gUeZ XS ZiWh SRh

SRh iQ Whe ³Fah YXeQ´ YiOOage, Zhich iV QRZ iQ Whe GXaQgdRQg SURYiQce iQ SRXWheUQ ChiQa.

JeQQie ZaV bRUQ iQ 1937 dXUiQg Whe VecRQd SiQR JaSaQeVe RccXSaWiRQ. AiUSOaQeV fOeZ cORVe WR

Whe YiOOage aQd aOeUWed faPiOieV Rf JaSaQeVe VROdieUV aSSURachiQg VR Whe\ cRXOd fOee. PRh SRh¶V

hXVbaQd (P\ gXQg gXQg5) ZaV aOUead\ OiYiQg iQ APeUica ZRUkiQg aV a bXWcheU aQd WU\iQg WR VeQd

PRQe\ hRPe WR Whe faPiO\. FRU RYeU WeQ \eaUV Rf WheiU VeSaUaWiRQ, SRh SRh OiYed Whe Oife Rf a

ViQgOe PRWheU. JeQQie UecaOOed SRh SRh SUeSaUiQg WR hide aW diffeUeQW YiOOageV. She WRRk aOO Whe

5 gUaQdfaWheU
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beORQgiQgV Vhe cRXOd fiW iQ Whe OiQiQg Rf heU cORWhiQg, aQd caUUied JeQQie RQ heU back WR UXQ. The\

VWa\ed ZiWh Whe Hakka SeRSOe6 aQd aWWePSWed WR UeORcaWe WR HRQg KRQg PXOWiSOe WiPeV.

SiQce gXQg gXQg VeUYed aV a cRRk fRU Whe US AUP\, he ZaV TXaOified WR bUiQg hiV faPiO\

RYeU iQ 1948. He did QRW haYe Whe fXQdV VR iW ZaV Whe geQeURViW\ Rf RXU UeOaWiYe, HRS Yee Dai,

ZhR ZaV abOe WR Sa\ Whe iPPigUaWiRQ feeV. PRh SRh iPPigUaWed fiUVW, bXW eOeYeQ-\eaU ROd JeQQie

had WR WUaYeO aW a OaWeU daWe dXe WR cRPSOicaWiRQV ZiWh heU U.S. ciWi]eQVhiS. She UePePbeUed

Va\iQg gRRdb\e WR P\ gUeaW gUaQdfaWheU, Tai GXQg, aQd hiV heaY\ heaUW iQ VeeiQg heU Wake Whe

YR\age aORQe. ThiV ZaV Whe OaVW PRPeQW JeQQie VhaUed ZiWh hiP.

WheQ SRh SRh aUUiYed, Vhe iPPediaWeO\ VWaUWed SickiQg XS VeaPVWUeVV ZRUk. I ZRQdeUed

if heU UROeV iQ jXggOiQg chiOdUeaUiQg aQd ZRUkiQg did QRW giYe heU Whe OX[XU\ WR OeaUQ EQgOiVh.

HRZeYeU, Vhe ZaV RQe Rf Whe feZ ZRPeQ ZhR cRXOd Uead aQd ZUiWe becaXVe Tai GXQg ZaV a

VchRRO SUiQciSaO iQ Whe YiOOage. MaQ\ Rf P\ faPiO\ PePbeUV SUaiVed heU abiOiW\ WR ZUiWe beaXWifXO

chaUacWeUV. OQe Rf Whe feZ UePQaQWV Rf heU ZUiWiQg iV iQ a ShRQebRRk WhaW Vhe decRQVWUXcWed

aQd UeSXUSRVed WR UecRUd heU QeighbRUhRRd cRUUeVSRQdeQceV. I heOd Whe bRRk cRYeUed iQ bURZQ

caUdbRaUd SaSeU, aQd QRWiced Whe age Rf Whe cRUQeUV becRPiQg VRfW RYeU WiPe. I ZaV VXUSUiVed WR

Vee a OiWWOe VOiW iQ Whe cRYeU, ZheUe Vhe VOiSSed heU VaYiQgV iQWR. Leafed iQVide Whe SUiQWed iQk

SageV Rf adYeUWiVePeQWV, a dRXbOe VWUaQd VWUiQg ZRYe heU VeW Rf SageV. I VkiPPed WhURXgh a

VeTXeQce Rf QeaW cROXPQV aQd QXPbeUV VcUaZOed iQ ChiQeVe chaUacWeUV, ShRQe QXPbeUV, aQd

e[SiUed aUea cRdeV. HROdiQg WhiV RbjecW WeQdeUO\, I VaZ iW aV a WRRO Rf VXUYiYaO; aQ aUchiYe Rf aOO

Whe SeRSOe WhaW cUeaWed a cRPPXQiW\ fRU heU iQ GXP SaaQ7.

AOWhRXgh ChiQaWRZQ cXOWiYaWed VWURQg QeWZRUkV fRU jRb RSSRUWXQiWieV ZiWhiQ Whe

cRPPXQiW\, iW ZaV ViPXOWaQeRXVO\ deVigQed WR keeS WheVe cRPPXQiWieV iQ iVROaWiRQ. TiP CUeVZaOO

7 OOdeU geQeUaWiRQV Rf iPPigUaQWV fURP ChiQa UefeUUed WR SaQ FUaQciVcR aV ³GXP SaaQ,´ Zhich WUaQVOaWeV
WR ³GROdeQ MRXQWaiQ´

6 A eWhQic VXb-gURXS Rf HaQ ChiQeVe. The\ aUe VRPeWiPeV UefeUUed WR aV ³PRXQWaiQ SeRSOe,´ RU ³gXeVW
SeRSOe,´ dXe WR WheiU PigUaWiRQ WR SRXWheUQ ChiQa fURP Whe HXaQg He (YeOORZ RiYeU) VaOOe\ iQ Whe 4Wh aQd
13Wh ceQWXU\.
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diVcXVVeV hRZ ChiQaWRZQ caQQRW be Uead aV ³V\PbROV Rf eVVeQWiaO ChiQeVeQeVV,´8 bXW UaWheU a

SOace Rf diffeUeQce cRQVWUXcWed b\ ideRORgieV. CUeVZaOO fRcXVeV RQ Whe ChiQaWRZQ iQ VaQcRXYeU,

CaQada WR SRiQW WR hRZ ChiQeVe iPPigUaQWV ZeUe UegaUded aV iQfeUiRU WR ³WhiWe eOiWeV,´ aQd hRZ

WhiV SURceVV Rf RWheUiQg Oed WR a Oack Rf UeVRXUceV iQ ZaWeU, VeZage, aQd diVeaVeV iQ Whe

QeighbRUhRRd. ChiQaWRZQ iV QRW ³iQfecWiRXV,´ bXW Whe VRciaO VWUXcWXUeV WhaW iQVcUibe YaOXeV RQ

WheVe SOaceV aQd UaciaO gURXSV aUe cRQWagiRXV. OQe caQ aUgXe WhaW SaQ FUaQciVcR¶V ChiQaWRZQ

iV QRZ cOeaQed XS ZiWh UeQRYaWed VWUeeWV, cRORUfXO VRXYeQiU VhRSV aQd SOeaVaQWO\ OiW aOOe\Za\V.

HRZeYeU, WhiV cRPPeUciaOi]ed VSace haV QRZ PXWaWed fURP Whe ³YiOified RWheU´ iQWR Whe ³e[RWic

RWheU,´ iQ hRSeV Rf bRRVWiQg WRXUiVP. I QeYeU YiViWed ChiQaWRZQ ZiWh P\ SaUeQWV iQ P\ \RXWh

becaXVe Whe UeVWaXUaQWV aQd VWRUeV Whe\ gUeZ XS ZiWh QR ORQgeU e[iVW. LRRkiQg back aW SRh

SRh¶V ShRQebRRk, I ZRQdeU if aOO heU cRQWacWV haYe PRYed aZa\ fURP Whe QeighbRUhRRd aV ZeOO.

8 TiP CUeVZaOO, Place: An Introduction (ChicheVWeU, WeVW SXVVe[: JRhQ WiOe\ & SRQV LWd , 2015), 28.
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FLJ. 2. FaPiO\ PhRQebRRk
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FUaQceV ChXQg¶V bRRk Rf SReWU\, ³CUa]\ MeORQ aQd ChiQeVe ASSOe,´ heOSV Pe QRW RQO\

dUeaP abRXW P\ faPiO\¶V e[SeUieQce OiYiQg iQ a ChiQaWRZQ, bXW aOVR hRZ WheVe QeighbRUhRRdV

caQ hROd WUaQVcXOWXUaO UeOaWiRQVhiSV. ChXQg RSeQV Whe SReP ZiWh, ³YR YiYR eQ eO baUUiR chiQR de

NXeYa YRUk,´9 WR SXVh Whe cURVVRYeU beWZeeQ ChiQeVe aQd SSaQiVh iQ heU iQWeUOiQgXaO

OaQdVcaSe. B\ XQdeUVWaQdiQg heU ideQWiW\ aV ³UadicaOO\ UeOaWiRQaO´ WR RWheU cXOWXUeV, heU SRePV

RffeU aQ eQWU\ SRiQW WR deVWabiOi]iQg EQgOiVh. WRUdV QRW RQO\ SURYide Oa\eUV WR SOace PakiQg, bXW

aOVR Whe ciUcXOaWiRQ Rf RbjecWV iQ heU SRePV. ChXQg dReV QRW haQdOe RbjecWV aV cRPPRdiWieV, bXW

UaWheU aV YeVVeOV WhaW caUU\ hXPaQ WRXch aQd VeQWiPeQW. IQ heU SReP, ³Whe gUeaW APeUicaQ

\eOORZ SReP,´ heU XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf cRORU iV cRQYe\ed acURVV diffeUeQW cXOWXUeV, ³Vhe cXW heUVeOf

RQ a HaZaiiaQ SiQeaSSOe,´ ³Vhe VWeSSed aURXQd \eOORZ SiVV iQ Whe VQRZ.´ 10ChXQg iQfRUPV P\

iQYeVWigaWiRQ RQ Whe fOXid QaWXUe Rf RbjecWV, aQd WheiU abiOiW\ WR caUU\ diffeUeQW PeaQiQgV.

AfWeU I Uead ChXQg¶V SReP, I ZaV cXUiRXV ZhaW a ³ChiQeVe ASSOe´ ZaV. I fRXQd RXW WhaW

dXe WR WUade aORQg Whe ViOk URad Whe SRPegUaQaWe ZaV RfWeQ UefeUUed WR aV a ³ChiQeVe ASSOe´ iQ

BUiWiVh EQgOiVh. WheQ I begaQ SUeSaUiQg Whe SRPegUaQaWeV WR d\e, VRPe Rf Whe fUXiW ZaV aOUead\

URWWeQ. The WRXgh VkiQ ORRVeQed WR a ZUiQkO\ We[WXUe, aQd ZaV VRfW eQRXgh fRU Pe WR dig P\

fiQgeUV aQd UiS RSeQ. A SXQgeQW VPeOO Rf YiQegaU fiOOed Whe aiU, aV I iQVSecWed hRZ Whe caYiWieV

had deca\ed. WhaW ZaV RQce jeZeO WRQed had WXUQed iQWR a PXUk\ VOXdge. I SOaced Whe QeZO\

cOeaQed VkiQV VR Whe\ cRXOd ViPPeU iQ Whe SRW. PaWieQWO\ ZaiWiQg, I VaZ ViOhRXeWWeV Rf cXUOed

VSiQeV caUeVViQg aQd WXPbOiQg acURVV Whe ZaWeU¶V VXUface. I diSSed a VPaOO VcUaS Rf ZhiWe fabUic

aQd OifWed WR Vee a ZaUP \eOORZ cUaZOiQg WR P\ fiQgeUWiSV.

10 Ibid., 116

9 FUaQceV ChXQg, Crazy Melon and Chinese Apple (HaQRXYeU, NH: UQiYeUViW\ PUeVV Rf NeZ EQgOaQd,
2000), 3.
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³Sheu-Ping was educated; her father was a schoolmaster; and her feet were not
bound´11

11 PaPeOa JReOVRQ, ³IQfRUPaWiRQ CRPSiOed aQd ReVeaUched RQ DRURWh\ LeRQg QXRck¶V aQceVWRUV ,´ Q.d.
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LRVW ObMHcW MHPRULHV
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WheQ SRh SRh SaVVed aZa\ aW Whe age Rf RQe hXQdUed aQd WZR \eaUV ROd iQ JaQXaU\

2018, I gUieYed bXW Whe feeOiQg Rf ORVV QeYeU OefW Pe. I ORVW a faPiO\ PePbeU ZhR QRW RQO\ heOSed

UaiVe Pe, bXW aOVR heOd SieceV WR P\ RUigiQ VWRU\. DaYid L. EQg aQd ShiQhee HaQ VWaWe Whe

PeOaQchROic, ³kQRZV whom he haV ORVW bXW QRW what he haV ORVW iQ hiP,´12 WiWh SRh SRh¶V

deSaUWXUe, Whe ³ORVW RbjecW´ gUeZ ZiWhiQ Pe aQd P\ TXeVWiRQV abRXW faPiO\, hRPe, aQd beORQgiQg

becaPe PRUe SaOSabOe. I ZRQdeUed Zh\ P\ gUaQdSaUeQWV¶ iPPigUaWiRQ VWRUieV caPe RXW iQ

diVjRiQWed SieceV, Zh\ P\ RWheU AViaQ-APeUicaQ fUieQdV ZeUe PeW ZiWh ViOeQce ZheQ Whe\ gaiQed

Whe cRXUage WR aVk, aQd Zh\ P\ edXcaWiRQ did QRW giYe Pe Whe WRROV WR fiOO iQ WheVe gaSV?

EQg aQd HaQ defiQe UaciaO PeOaQchROia aV XQUeVROYed gUief aQd deSUeVViRQ dXe WR Whe

SURceVVeV Rf aVViPiOaWiRQ, iPPigUaWiRQ, aQd UaciaOi]aWiRQ. IQ cRQWUaVW WR FUeXd¶V WheRU\ Zhich

eTXaWeV WhiV SV\chRORgicaO cRQdiWiRQ aV a SaWhRORg\, EQg aQd HaQ fUaPe WhiV WheRU\ aV a

³VWUXcWXUe Rf feeOiQg´ WhaW deYeORSV fURP e[SeUieQceV Rf UaciaO e[cOXViRQ aQd diVcUiPiQaWiRQ.

WhiOe PRXUQiQg iV a SURceVV Rf gUadXaO OeWWiQg gR, PeOaQchROia caQQRW geW RYeU WhiV ORVV. EQg

aQd HaQ UefeU WR WhiV ORVV iQ Whe iQabiOiW\ fRU AViaQ APeUicaQV WR bOeQd iQWR Whe PeOWiQg SRW, aQd

hRZ ³AViaQ APeUicaQV¶ ideaOV Rf ZhiWeQeVV aUe SeUSeWXaOO\ VWaiQed²cRQWiQXaOO\ eVWUaQged. The\

UePaiQ aW aQ XQaWWaiQabOe diVWaQce, aW RQce a cRPSeOOiQg faQWaV\ aQd a ORVW ideaO.´13 IQ UefOecWiQg

RQ P\ e[SeUieQceV Rf ³RWheUQeVV,´ WheUe iV a WeQdeQc\ WR iQiWiaOO\ SXW Whe bOaPe RQ P\VeOf, faPiO\

PePbeUV, RU RWheU VWUaQgeUV. YeW, EQg aQd HaQ aUgXe WhaW WhiV cRQdiWiRQ dReVQ¶W haSSeQ ZiWhiQ

a ViQgOe SeUVRQ, bXW UaWheU iV deSeQdeQW RQ a ³cROOecWiYe VRciaO WUaQVacWiRQ,´14 SSecificaOO\ iQ hRZ

YaUiRXV VWUXcWXUeV iQ Whe UQiWed SWaWeV haYe UaciaOi]ed AViaQ iPPigUaQWV aV a PRQROiWhic gURXS

Rf ³fRUeigQeUV.´

I WXUQ WR MeUOe WRR¶V Letter to Ma, WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe hiVWRU\ Rf eUaVXUe aQd ViOeQciQg fRU

14 Ibid., 38
13 Ibid., 36

12 DaYid L. EQg aQd ShiQhee HaQ, Racial Melancholia, Racial Dissociation: On the Social and Psychic
Lives of Asian Americans (DXUhaP, NC: DXke UQiYeUViW\ PUeVV, 2018),
hWWS://ZZZ.jVWRU.RUg/VWabOe/j.cWY11VPTVk.5., 38
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AViaQ APeUicaQ iPPigUaQWV, aQd heU VWUXggOeV aV a VecRQd geQeUaWiRQ ChiQeVe-APeUicaQ

ZRPaQ QaYigaWiQg UaciVP, Ve[iVP, aQd hRPRShRbia. IQ Whe OeWWeU, WRR cRQWePSOaWeV Whe

deSUeVViRQ Vhe feeOV aURXQd heU PRWheU. I VeQVe heU gXiOW aQd VhaPe becaXVe Vhe dReVQ¶W

XQdeUVWaQd hRZ Vhe cRXOd e[SeUieQce PeOaQchROia ZhiOe beiQg ZiWh heU PRWheU, ZhR haV

VacUificed aOO SaUWV Rf heU ideQWiW\ fRU heU daXghWeU¶V VXUYiYaO. EQg aQd HaQ ZUiWe abRXW iQheUiWiQg

feaU aQd ViOeQce beWZeeQ PRWheUV aQd daXghWeUV, ³Whe daXghWeUV' bRdieV aQd YRiceV becRPe

VXbVWiWXWeV fRU WhRVe Rf Whe PRWheUV²QRW jXVW Whe PRWheU¶V bRdieV, aQd YRiceV bXW VRPeWhiQg

WhaW iV XQcRQVciRXVO\ ORVW iQ WheP.´ 15

WRR iV fUXVWUaWed becaXVe Vhe caQ¶W VSeak RXW, aQd heU PRWheU ceQVRUV Whe cRQYeUVaWiRQ

b\ acWiYeO\ QRW OiVWeQiQg. ThiV bUeak iQ cRPPXQicaWiRQ RccXUV becaXVe heU PRWheU UeacWV WR Whe

³ORVW RbjecW´ SaVVed dRZQ WR heU daXghWeU, WRR ZUiWeV, ³Ma\be \RX caQ¶W OiVWeQ²becaXVe

Pa\be ZheQ \RX ORRk iQ P\ e\eV, \RX ZiOO aV \RX¶Ye aOZa\V dRQe, VeQVe PRUe WhaQ ZhaW Ze¶Ue

acWXaOO\ Va\iQg, aQd WhaW PakeV \RX feaUfXO. DR \RX Vee \RXU UeSUeVVed aQgeU PaQifeVWed iQ

Pe?´16 IQ WRR¶V e\eV, iQ RUdeU WR affiUP bRWh heU PRWheU aQd heUVeOf, Vhe QeedV WR e[SRVe aOO Rf

Whe VWUXggOeV bRWh Rf WheP haYe eQdXUed. AOWhRXgh WRR ZaQWV WR Pake WheVe haUdVhiSV YiVibOe

WR Whe ZideU SXbOic, heU gRaO iV QRW WR UeSUeVeQW Whe ³YeOORZ WRPaQ´ aV a VRXUce Rf RSSUeVViRQ.

IQVWead, heU beOief iV WhaW AViaQ APeUicaQ ZRPeQ ³haYe aOZa\V beeQ fighWiQg fRU PRUe WhaQ

PeUe VXUYiYaO,´17 Zhich iV UefOecWed iQ Whe ZRUk Whe\¶Ye dedicaWed ZiWhiQ Whe cRPPXQiW\ WhaW

UePaiQV ³iQYiVibOe´ WR Whe SXbOic e\e \eW haV QeYeU beeQ ³iQacceVVibOe.´

17Ibid., 143

16 MeUOe WRR, ³LeWWeU WR Ma,´ iQ His Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical Women of Color, ed.
GORUia AQ]aOdXa (AObaQ\, NY: SUNY PUeVV, 1981), SS. 138-146, 140.

15 Ibid., 51
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FLJ. 3. HaQdPade TXiOW
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OQe Rf Whe RbjecWV P\ SRh SRh Pade fRU each Rf heU chiOdUeQ ZaV a TXiOW. M\ PRP WROd

Pe WhiV fRUP Rf TXiOW PakiQg ZaV a ChiQeVe WUadiWiRQ WhaW SRh SRh gUeZ XS ZiWh. WheQ chiOdUeQ

eiWheU OeaYe hRPe RU PaUU\, Whe TXiOW acWV aV a bOeVViQg. M\ PRP VhRZed Pe heU TXiOW Zhich had

a SiQk backgURXQd ZiWh a bOXe fORUaO deVigQ. EQcaVed ZiWhiQ Whe fabUic cRYeU ZaV cRWWRQ baWWiQg.

PRh SRh diVSeUVed WiQ\ haQd VeZQ kQRWV ZiWh heaY\ ZhiWe WhUead WR VecXUe aOO Rf Whe Oa\eUV.

I VRXghW QRW RQO\ WR UecUeaWe WhiV TXiOW, bXW aOVR UeiPagiQe hRZ P\ YeUViRQ ZRXOd e[iVW. I

UePePbeU P\ dad ZRXOd WeOO Pe ZhiOe I ZaV gURZiQg XS, ³YRX caQ¶W WaVWe Whe VZeeW XQWiO \RX

WaVWe Whe biWWeU.´ ThiV ShUaVe ZaV VSRkeQ ZheQ I ZaV ViWWiQg iQ Whe backVeaW aQd UidiQg hRPe

fURP VchRRO ZhiOe P\ bRWWRP OiS caXghW VaOW\ WeaUV UXQQiQg dRZQ P\ cheekV. OU, aV I cOeQched

P\ fiVWV iQ fUXVWUaWiRQ dXUiQg ORQg kXQg fX SUacWiceV iQ Whe OiYiQg URRP dUeQched iQ biWWeU VZeaW.

I¶P UePiQded Rf PaWW\ ChaQg¶V YideR Siece, ³IQ LRYe,´ iQ Zhich Vhe SeUfRUPV a geVWXUe Rf eaWiQg

aQ RQiRQ ZiWh heU PRWheU aQd faWheU. The YideR SOa\V iQ UeYeUVe WR giYe Whe iOOXViRQ WhaW Whe\

begiQ kiVViQg aQd cU\iQg WR fRUP a fXOO RQiRQ iQ Whe eQd. I iQWeUSUeW WhiV ZRUk aV Whe diVcRPfRUW

aQd SaiQ WhaW ChaQg QaYigaWeV iQ heU faPiO\ UeOaWiRQVhiSV. The OabRU Rf SeUViVWiQg WhURXgh Whe

VhaUed WeaUV YiVXaOO\ bXiOdV back Whe RQiRQ¶V Oa\eUV. I dUaZ SaUaOOeOV beWZeeQ WhiV geVWXUe aQd

SURceVViQg iQWeUgeQeUaWiRQaO WUaXPa. TheVe WUaXPaV aUe QRW RSeQO\ VSRkeQ, bXW UaWheU caUUied

RQ, SaVVed dRZQ, aQd VXSSUeVVed.
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FLJ. 4. ChaQg, PaWW\, IQ LRYe, 2001, SRORPRQ R. GXggeQheiP MXVeXP, NeZ YRUk,
hWWSV://ZZZ.gXggeQheiP.RUg/aUWZRUk/10728. AcceVVed 5 Ma\ 2021
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SRXU MRXWK, CULPVRQ BLWH

TRZaUdV Whe back cRUQeU Rf Whe URRP, WheUe iV a VcXOSWXUe iQ Whe fRUP Rf a TXiOW WhaW

hRYeUV aW bed heighW. The RXWeU Oa\eU iV a VheeU cRWWRQ SRO\eVWeU fabUic d\ed iQ \eOORZ RQiRQ

VkiQV aQd OePRQ jXice WR cUeaWe a Seach\ hXe. IQ Whe ceQWeU Rf Whe TXiOW aUe SUiQWV Rf VOiced

aSSOeV, Zhich UePiQdV Pe Rf PRXWhV SXUVed RSeQ. I XVe a deYRUp VROXWiRQ WR diS Whe aSSOe

haOYeV VR Whe QaWXUaO fibeUV RQ Whe fabUic diViQWegUaWe. SiQce I¶P XViQg a SRO\eVWeU cRWWRQ bOeQd

fabUic, Whe ZhiWe aSSOe SUiQW iV Whe UePaiQiQg aUWificiaO fibeU OefW behiQd. Each aSSOe SUiQW SUeVeUYeV

Whe ghRVW iPage Rf P\ haQd SUeVViQg Whe fUXiW back iQWR Whe gURXQd. AW Whe VaPe WiPe, I fROORZ

Whe WUadiWiRQ Rf SRh SRh¶V kQRWWiQg WechQiTXe WR VecXUe Whe ceQWeUV Rf Whe aSSOeV aQd e[WeQd Whe

WhUeadV iQWR Whe ceiOiQg WR cUeaWe a PRPeQW Rf OeYiWaWiRQ.

I ZRQdeU hRZ Whe bRd\ iV Pade iQacceVVibOe? SSecificaOO\, hRZ Whe cXOWXUaO

UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf AViaQ APeUicaQ ZRPeQ aV cRPPRdiW\ fXQcWiRQV, aQd cUeaWeV a baUUieU. AQQe

AQOiQ CheQg diVcXVVeV hRZ Whe SeUceSWiRQ Rf ³YeOORZ WRPeQ,´ iV a haXQWiQg WhaW dReV QRW OiYe

iQ RUgaQic fOeVh, bXW UaWheU ZiWhiQ aeVWheWic RbjecWV. OUQaPeQWaOiVP iV a OeQV WR Vee Whe iQWiPaWe

VSace beWZeeQ beiQg a SeUVRQ aQd a WhiQg. CheQg XVeV aQ AOe[aQdeU McQXeeQ'V gRZQ fURP

Whe e[hibiW, ³ChiQa: ThURXgh Whe LRRkiQg GOaVV,´ WR e[aPiQe Whe iOOXViRQ Rf Whe RUgaQic iQ Whe

iQRUgaQic; Whe fOXff\ feaWheUV aUe VigQified b\ VhUedded RUgaQ]a aQd Whe VhaUdV Rf SRUceOaiQ acW

aV bURkeQ VkiQ. IQ WhiV SURceVV Rf UeaVVePbOiQg PaWeUiaOV, CheQg SRiQWV WR hRZ ³WhiV iPage Rf

Whe fOe[ibOe \eW bUiWWOe bRd\ UePiQdV XV WhaW WhiV aeVWheWic diVcRXUVe iV faVWeQed WR a fUacWXUed

hiVWRU\ Rf cUafW, OabRU, aQd bRdieV iQ WUaQViW,´18 TheVe SURceVVeV Rf SURdXcWiRQ aUe Pade iQYiVibOe

aV Whe cRQVXPeU UegaUdV WheVe RbjecWV aV SeRSOe, VSecificaOO\ b\ iQVcUibiQg UaciaO PeaQiQgV. If

Whe \eOORZ ZRPaQ iV ePbRdied aQd eUaVed WhURXgh RUQaPeQWaO RbjecWV, hRZ dReV Whe RbjecW OiYe

afWeU WhiV fRUP Rf deYaVWaWiRQ? HRZ dReV RQe OiYe ZhiOe OiYiQg aV a WhiQg?

18 AQQe AQOiQ CheQg, Ornamentalism (NeZ YRUk, NY: O[fRUd UQiYeUViW\ PUeVV, 2019),
hWWSV://ebRRkceQWUaO.SURTXeVW.cRP/Oib/XcVd/deWaiO.acWiRQ?dRcID=5611121, 92.
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FLg. 5. ReXShRlVWeUed KiWcheQ ChaiUV
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CKaLU TeaU

IQ Whe cRUQeU iV ³ChaiU TeaU,´ Zhich iV a VcXOSWXUe WhaW decRQVWUXcWV Whe XWiOiWaUiaQ XVe Rf a

chaiU. ThiV VcXOSWXUe iV iQfOXeQced b\ a VeUieV Rf ZhiWe chaiUV WhaW P\ SRh SRh UeXShROVWeUed.

The chaiUV aUe cRYeUed ZiWh a Whick ZhiWe SOeaWheU fabUic. I¶P PRVW iQWUigXed b\ Whe Za\ Whe fabUic

haV VRfWeQed aQd UiSSed RYeU WiPe. The bUighW bOXe SeekiQg RXW Rf Whe ceQWeU back cXVhiRQ

VigQifieV WiPe VSeQW ViWWiQg iQ Whe kiWcheQ RYeU \eaUV Rf faPiO\ gaWheUiQgV. B\ WakiQg RXW Whe chaiU

VeaW, I ZaQW WR caOO aWWeQWiRQ WR Whe VkeOeWRQ WhaW caQ QR ORQgeU hROd Whe bRd\. MRQa HaWRXP

RfWeQ ZRUkV ZiWh dRPeVWic RbjecWV aV a Za\ WR iPSOicaWe YieZeUV WhURXgh WheiU RZQ bRdiO\

UeOaWiRQVhiS. She XVeV chaUUed ZRRd aQd PeVh iQ ³RePaiQV (ChaiU)´ WR VWUiS aZa\ cRQQecWiRQV

WR OeiVXUe, bXW UaWheU SUecaUiW\ aQd iQVWiWXWiRQaO VXUYeiOOaQce. M\ iQWeQW iV WR ZRUk ZiWh Whe chaiU

fUaPe aV a V\PbRO Rf ORVV.

SiQce Whe ZickeU back aOUead\ haV hROeV fRUPiQg, I decide WR ZeaYe P\ haiU WR PeQd Whe

ePSW\ VSace. The haiU iV fURP 2018 ZheQ SRh SRh SaVVed aZa\ aQd I ZaV SURceVViQg SeUVRQaO

heaUWbUeak. SRQ\a COaUk¶V ³HaiU CUafW PURjecW,´ dUaZV SaUaOOeOV beWZeeQ haiU aQd haiUdUeVViQg aV

a fRUP Rf fibeU aUW. She cROOabRUaWeV ZiWh BOack aQd AfUicaQ APeUicaQ haiUdUeVVeUV WR highOighW

Whe cUafW iQYROYed iQ PaQiSXOaWiQg aQd PaSSiQg haiU gURZWh WhURXgh bUaidiQg PeWhRdV. COaUk

YieZV WheVe haiUdUeVVeUV¶ ZRUk aQd We[WiOe aUWiVWV¶ PeWhRdV aV ViPiOaU, ³AV a caUUieU Rf DNA, haiU

hROdV Whe eVVeQce Rf ideQWiW\. DeeS ZiWhiQ each VWUaQd, Whe YeVWigeV Rf RXU URRWV UeVRXQd. IQ WhiV

ZRUk haiU iV fRUPed iQWR PaUkeUV Rf chURQRORg\, ZiVdRP, aQd adRUQPeQW.´19 SiPiOaUO\, I YieZ P\

haiU aV a PaWeUiaO WhaW hROdV aQceVWUaO hiVWRU\ aQd SRZeU. I SOace WheVe ORRVe VWUaQdV WR bXiOd

back Whe VSiQe Rf Whe chaiU.

19 ³SRQ\a COaUk,´ SRQ\a COaUk , acceVVed Ma\ 2, 2021, hWWS://VRQ\acOaUk.cRP/PediXP/haiU/.

21



FLJ.6. HaWRXP, MRQa, Remains (Chair) I, 2017,
hWWSV://ZZZ.aUWbaVeO.cRP/caWaORg/aUWZRUk/70904/MRQa-HaWRXP-RePaiQV-chaiU-I. AcceVVed 5
Ma\ 2021

FLJ.7. COaUk, SRQ\a, Hair Chair, 2012, hWWS://VRQ\acOaUk.cRP/gaOOeU\/haiU-chaiU/, AcceVVed 5 Ma\
2021
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PaVVed DRZQ B\ HeU HaQdV
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I RfWeQ ZRQdeU abRXW P\ RbVeVViRQ ZiWh cORWhiQg aV a chiOd, aQd VWaUW WR UePePbeU SRh

SRh¶V ZaUdURbe. She Pade heU RZQ cORWhiQg ZiWh Whe OefWRYeU fabUic Vhe UeceiYed fURP heU

VeaPVWUeVV ZRUk. HeU XQifRUP cRQViVWed Rf eOaVWic ZaiVW VWUaighW Oegged WURXVeUV aQd bXWWRQ

dRZQ bORXVeV iQ jeZeO WRQed SRO\eVWeU fabUicV. PeUhaSV heU cORWhiQg iQfOXeQced P\ deViUe WR

ZRUk P\ fiUVW jRb iQ UeWaiO aV a WeeQageU, Zhich ZaV aW Whe JXQiRU LeagXe¶V ³Ne[W-WR-NeZ

CRQVigQPeQW ShRS,´ iQ SaQ FUaQciVcR¶V Pacific HeighWV QeighbRUhRRd. I ZaV e[ciWed WR be

VXUURXQded b\ YiQWage deVigQeU cORWheV, VXch aV SW. JRhQ VkiUW VXiWV, ChaQeO bagV, HeUPeV

VcaUfV, aQd ROd eVWaWe jeZeOU\. M\ PaiQ jRb ZaV ZRUkiQg Whe caVh UegiVWeU, Zhich eQWaiOed aQ

eQdOeVV c\cOe Rf aXWRPaWed ³heOOR¶V,´ ³\RXU WRWaO iV,´ ³caVh RU cUediW caUd?,´ ³ZaQW a bag?,´ ³haYe

a Qice da\!´ Pacific HeighWV ZaV RYeU aQ hRXU b\ bXV fURP ZheUe I OiYed iQ Whe E[ceOViRU diVWUicW,

aQd Whe VWUeeWV ZeUe fUaPed ZiWh faQc\ bRXWiTXeV, XSVcaOe UeVWaXUaQWV, aQd YieZV Rf Whe ba\

QeaUb\. IQ VRPe Za\V I feOW RXW Rf SOace, aQd ZRXOd ZeaU e[WUa ³Qice´ aQd ³SURfeVViRQaO´ cORWhiQg

WR WU\ WR bOeQd iQ.

TR P\ diVaSSRiQWPeQW, I VWRRd RXW TXiWe cOeaUO\ WR a ZhiWe PaOe cXVWRPeU RQe da\, ZhR

VWeSSed XS WR Whe UegiVWeU aQd bRRPed ³Ni HaR!´ M\ OiSV WeQVed iQWR a fRUced VPiOe, aV I UeSOied

³Hi, hRZ aUe \RX?´ The cXVWRPeU chXckOed aQd Vaid iQ a SaWURQi]iQg WRQe, ³YRX VSeak very gRRd

EQgOiVh. WheUe aUe \RX fURP?´ I ZaV TXickO\ baggiQg hiV iWePV WR eQd WhiV WUaQVacWiRQ, aQd

PXPbOed ³I ZaV bRUQ aQd UaiVed heUe, iQ SaQ FUaQciVcR.´ He ORRked aW Pe TXi]]icaOO\ aQd Vaid

iQ e[aVSeUaWiRQ, ³NR, ZheUe aUe \RX really fURP?´ I ZaV jXVW aV cRQfXVed aQd UeSOied ZiWh PXch

heViWaWiRQ, ³WeOO, P\ gUaQdSaUeQWV iPPigUaWed fURP ChiQa.´ M\ bRd\ VhUaQk iQ diVcRPfRUW, aQd

P\ aUP OiPSO\ e[WeQded Whe bag iQ Whe diUecWiRQ Rf Whe dRRUZa\. He OaXghed, QRdded, e[ciWed WR

cOeaQO\ check Rff Whe bR[ Qe[W WR hiV iQiWiaO h\SRWheViV. IQ hiV e\eV, he gRW Pe caged iQWR Whe

cRUUecW caWegRU\ ZiWh a caSiWaO ³C,´ ³C´ iV fRU ³ChiQeVe.´ The dRRU aOUead\ VOaPPed VhXW, bXW I

ZaQWed WR UXQ RXW aQd VcUeaP ³I¶P caSiWaO µA¶ fRU APeUicaQ! JXVW aV APeUicaQ aV \RX!´

EYeQWXaOO\, I ZRUked P\ Za\ fURP VchOeSSiQg cORWheV RQ Whe VaOeV fORRU iQWR deVigQiQg fRU

a cRUSRUaWe aSSaUeO cRPSaQ\, ³B\eU CaOifRUQia.´ I UecaOO P\ PRP¶V e\eV ZideQiQg afWeU I WROd heU
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abRXW P\ QeZ jRb.  She OaXghed aQd Vaid WhaW SRh SRh had VeZed Siece ZRUk fRU \eaUV ZiWh WhiV

cRPSaQ\ iQ Whe 1970V. TR P\ VXUSUiVe, WhiV cRPSaQ\ VWiOO Pade VaPSOeV iQ hRXVe ZiWh

VeaPVWUeVVeV aQd cXWWeUV ZRUkiQg RQ Whe WRS fORRU. I ZaOked WhURXgh URZV Rf ZRPeQ chaWWeUiQg

aZa\ RQ WheiU PachiQeV, aQd eQWeUed Whe cXWWiQg URRP fiOOed ZiWh PeQ UROOiQg RXW ORQg VWUeaPV Rf

fabUic, aQd VWUikiQg Whe edgeV ZiWh UXOeUV WR fOaWWeQ XQUXO\ UiSSOeV. WiWhRXW Va\iQg a ZRUd, Whe

cXWWeUV WXUQed WheiU headV, aQd WheiU PRXWhV SaUWed iQWR beaPiQg VPiOeV. I ZaV bRPbaUded ZiWh

a VWUiQg Rf CaQWRQeVe RVciOOaWiQg beWZeeQ faPiOiaU WRQeV WR iQdeciSheUabOe ZaUbOed VRXQdV. I

TXickO\ feOW WhiV VZiUOiQg diVcRPfRUW Rf giYiQg WheP ³Whe bad QeZV.´ ThiV iQVWaQce ZaV a fRUP Rf

haXQWiQg WhaW OiQgeUed iQ P\ daiO\ Oife, VXch aV VhakiQg P\ head aW a ChiQeVe eOdeU aVkiQg fRU

diUecWiRQV aW Whe bXV VWRS RU ZaOkiQg XS WR Whe SaVWU\ cRXQWeU ZiWh Whe RQO\ ZRUdV I kQeZ, ³chaU

ViX baR."20 M\ YRcaO chRUdV aOZa\V WighWeQed iQWR a URXgh kQRW aV I cRQfeVVed VROePQO\, ³I caQ¶W

VSeak.´ A deeS SaQg Rf VhaPe hiW Pe iQ P\ VWRPach aV if I diVaSSRiQWed a faPiO\ PePbeU.

OfWeQWiPeV I ZRXOd UeceiYe aQ XQcRPfRUWabOe OaXgh, aQd VideZa\V gOaQce aV Whe cRQYeUVaWiRQ

haOWed abUXSWO\.

HRZeYeU, Whe head cXWWeU VTXiQWed aW Pe iQWeQWO\ WhURXgh hiV ciUcXOaU ViOYeU fUaPeV, aQd

Vaid ³Rh! \RX haYe Whe face Rf Whe CaQWRQ SeRSOe, WhiV iV \RXU ViVWeU, WhiV iV \RXU bURWheU!´ He

SRiQWed WR WZR cXWWeUV eaWiQg WheiU Pid-da\ VQack aW Whe WabOe, aQd Ze gaYe aQ aZkZaUd QRd Rf

ackQRZOedgePeQW. IQ WhaW PRPeQW, P\ bRd\ ZaV WUaQVSRUWed fURP beiQg aQ Rffice ZRUkeU WR a

SOace ZheUe I¶Ye QeYeU beeQ befRUe. HRZ cRXOd P\ face UePiQd VRPeRQe Rf hRPe? HRZ haYe

WheVe cXWWeUV becRPe P\ diVWaQW UeOaWiYeV?

M\ PRP UePePbeUV YiViWiQg Whe EPSRUiXP iQ dRZQWRZQ SaQ FUaQciVcR ZiWh SRh SRh aV

a WeeQageU iQ Whe 1970V. WhiOe PRP ZaV VifWiQg WhURXgh Whe UackV Rf cORWhiQg, Vhe QRWiced SRh

SRh VWRSSiQg WR ORRk aW a ViQgOe bORXVe haQgiQg acURVV Whe VWRUe. IW ZaV aV if Whe bORXVe

VXPPRQed heU iQ a SaUaO\]iQg VhRck. WiWh aQ aiU Rf XUgeQc\, Vhe PaUched WRZaUdV Whe

20 baUbecXe SRUk bXQ
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SRO\eVWeU SUiQWed VhiUW, VZa\iQg back aQd fRUWh. PXOOiQg Whe iQVide VeaP iQWR Whe OighW, Vhe fRXQd

Whe Wag aQd \eOOed ³Vei Oa!´21 MRP heOd heU bUeaWh, aQd WUied WR VXSSUeVV Whe UROOiQg OaXghWeU

bXbbOiQg iQVide Rf heU afWeU heaUiQg SRh SRh VZeaU RXW ORXd. OQ Whe Wag ZaV SRh SRh'V ePSOR\ee

QXPbeU VWaPSed Qe[W WR Whe e[RUbiWaQW SUice. Did Vhe cXUVe Whe RbjecW becaXVe iW eUaVed heU

hXPaQiW\, aQd caVWed heU aV a cRg iQ Whe PachiQe? JeaQ BaXdUiOOaUd SRiQWV WR Whe diVcRQQecW

beWZeeQ Whe cRQVXPeU aQd OabRUeU, ³ µFURP Whe SeUVSecWiYe Rf XVe YaOXe, Whe SURdXcW iV YieZed

aV a fXQcWiRQ Rf Whe hXPaQ OabRXU WhaW cUeaWed iW, aV cU\VWaOOi]ed OabRXU. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\ iW iV

OabRXU WhaW VeePV aV a fXQcWiRQ Rf Whe SURdXcW, aV aSSURSUiaWe fRU Whe VaWiVfacWiRQ Rf a giYeQ

Qeed Rf Whe XVeU.¶ ´22 The gaUPeQW iQdXVWU\¶V SURdXcWiRQ OiQe iV a VWUXcWXUe WhaW VZifWO\ WUaQVOaWeV

ZRUk iQWR aQ e[chaQge YaOXe; SRh SRh¶V QaPe, ³SheX PiQg LRZ,´ diPiQiVheV iQWR QXPbeUV

hiddeQ ZiWhiQ Whe iQVeaP aQd bUXVheV agaiQVW Whe cRQVXPeU¶V VkiQ.

If OabRU VWUXcWXUeV ZRUk WR eUaVe Whe hXPaQ WRXch iQYROYed iQ Whe PakiQg, ZhaW iV Whe

aQWiWheViV? IQ WhiQkiQg abRXW diVUXSWiQg SURceVVeV Rf hiVWRUiciW\, DiSeVh ChakUabaUW\ WheRUi]eV a

³VXbaOWeUQ´ UeaOiW\ WhaW caQQRW be eaViO\ aUchiYed RU caWegRUi]ed. The VXbaOWeUQ acWV aV UXSWXUeV

WhaW diVUXSW VecXOaU WiPe aQd OabRU VWUXcWXUeV. B\ bOaVWiQg RXW Whe cUackV Rf hRPRgeQRXV hiVWRU\,

Whe VXbaOWeUQ becRPeV aXdibOe aQd fRUPV ³VWXbbRUQ kQRWV WhaW VWaQd RXW aQd bUeak XS Whe

RWheUZiVe eYeQO\ ZRYeQ VXUface Rf Whe fabUic.´ 23I UePePbeU dXUiQg RQe Rf RXU faPiO\ gaWheUiQgV,

I Seeked iQWR Whe caUeWakeU¶V URRP Qe[W WR SRh SRh¶V bedURRP. I QRWiced jagged cXWV RQ a

WUaQVSaUeQW ZhiWe cXUWaiQ QeaU Whe ZiQdRZ, aQd ZaWched Whe ghRVWO\ fROdV Rf Whe fabUic geQWO\

VZa\iQg agaiQVW Whe bUee]e. The deeS bOack hROeV Rf Whe fabUic ZeUe fUaPed ZiWh WiQ\ VXQOiW

fUa\ed fibeUV VSURXWiQg aURXQd Whe cRUQeUV. MRP ZaOked XS behiQd Pe aQd OaXghed, ³\RX ZaQW

WR kQRZ Whe VWRU\ behiQd WhaW RQe?´ I QRdded P\ head, aQd Vhe begaQ ³Whe ChiQeVe caQ be VR

23 DiSeVh ChakUabaUW\, Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial Thought and Historical Difference (PUiQceWRQ,
NJ: PUiQceWRZQ UQiYeUViW\ PUeVV, 2000), hWWSV://ZZZ.jVWRU.RUg/VWabOe/j.cWW7UV[9, 106.

22 JeaQ BaXdUiOOaUd, ³The AUWiVaQ,´ iQ Craft, ed. TaQ\a HaUURd (CaPbUidge, MA: MIT PUeVV, 2018). 113.

21 sei la!´ iV caQWRQeVe VOaQg fRU ³die QRZ,´ hWWSV://ZZZ.caQWRQeVe.ca/VZeaUiQg.ShS
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UidicXORXV abRXW WheiU VXSeUVWiWiRQV! OQe QighW Whe caUeWakeU ZaV VOeeSiQg aQd ZRke XS aQd

VZRUe Vhe VaZ a PaQ aW Whe fRRW Rf heU bed. She WhRXghW iW ZaV gXQg gXQg¶V VSiUiW WR haXQW heU!

She WRRk VRPe VciVVRUV aQd begaQ cXWWiQg hROeV iQ Whe cXUWaiQV WR OeW hiV VSiUiW RXW, aQd begaQ

VOeeSiQg ZiWh a kQife XQdeU heU bed.´ MRP UROOed heU e\eV aQd VhRRk heU head, ³DRQ¶W Whe\ ORRk

aZfXO? We Qeed WR geW Uid Rf WhRVe cXUWaiQV, aQd bX\ QeZ RQeV VRRQ.´

FLJ.8. SOaVhed cXUWaiQV
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FLJ.9. SRh SRh¶V hRVSiWaO VhiUW

FLJ.10 CORVe XS Rf ZUiWiQg RQ VhiUW
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BefRUe I OefW hRPe iQ 2019, I WRRk RQe Rf Whe OaVW VhiUWV Vhe Pade fURP heU cORVeW. I ZaV

dUaZQ WR Whe VhaUSie ZUiWiQg RQ Whe back Rf Whe VhiUW. OddO\ eQRXgh, Whe iQiWiaOV cRXOd haYe beeQ

P\ PRP¶V iQ UeYeUVe, SXVaQ QXRck. M\ PRP WROd Pe WhiV ZaV RQe Rf Whe OaVW VhiUWV SRh SRh

ZRUe ZheQ Vhe ZaV YiViWiQg Whe hRVSiWaO, aQd Whe iQiWiaOV ZeUe XVed WR ideQWif\ heU beORQgiQgV. I

heOd Whe bUighW bOXe VhiUW iQ P\ haQdV, aQd VWXdied Whe VcUaggO\ VcUiSW QeaU Whe cROOaU. I iPagiQed

Whe OeWWeUV ZeUe ZUiWWeQ iQ a UXVh WR Pake VXUe Whe VhiUW fRXQd iWV hRPe aW Whe eQd Rf Whe da\.

The VhiUW hXQg iQ P\ cORVeW iQ SaQ DiegR ZhiOe I figXUed ZhaW WR dR ZiWh iW. The RbjecW

bRWh heOd a VeQVe Rf SUeciRXVQeVV, aQd heaYiQeVV iQ P\ PiQd. I ZaV iQWeUeVWed iQ WUaQVfRUPiQg

Whe VhiUW iQWR a QeZ geVWXUe. DUaZiQg fURP P\ \eaUV ZRUkiQg iQ Whe iQdXVWU\ aQd VeZiQg cORWheV

fRU SOeaVXUe, I aSSURached Whe VhiUW iQ UeYeUVe. I begaQ diVaVVePbOiQg Whe VhiUW, aQd VWaUWed WR

Vee Whe diffeUeQceV beWZeeQ deOicaWe haQd VWiWcheV aQd Whe VPaOOeU PachiQe VWiWchiQg iQ a ZhiWe

WhUead. AV I Ueached Whe cROOaU, I fRXQd heU OaUgeU VWa\ VWiWcheV iQ ZideU VWaUk bOack WhUeadV. B\

decRQVWUXcWiQg heU ZRUk, I cRXOd ZiWQeVV Whe hiVWRU\ Rf heU OiQeV WUaYeOOiQg WhURXgh Whe gaUPeQW.

AfWeU I ZaV OefW ZiWh a SiOe Rf RddO\ VhaSed SaWWeUQ SieceV, I ZaQWed WR bRWh SUeVeUYe Whe

PePRU\ Rf heU VhiUW aQd WUaQVfRUP Whe RbjecW. WheQ I Oaid Whe SieceV RQ Whe fORRU, Whe\ begaQ WR

fRUP a VeUieV Rf V\PbROV. The aUP Siece WXUQed iQWR a URXQded aUURZ ZhiOe Whe WhiQ cROOaU Siece

e[WeQded iQWR a daVh PaUk. The VigQV did QRW VSeOO RXW a cOeaU PeaQiQg, bXW UaWheU gUaVSed aW a

deViUe WR cRPPXQicaWe. HeQUi MichaX[¶V 1979 bRRk Saisir, WUaQVOaWeV WR ³GUaVS.´ MichaX[ ZURWe

hiV VigQV ZiWh iQk, aQd Oaid WheP RXW iQ a gUid fRUP. The VTXiggO\ QRWaWiRQV did QRW UeSUeVeQW, bXW

UaWheU WeQded WR Whe VhadRZ Rf iQVecW fRUPV

³SigQV, QRW fRU beiQg cRPSOeWe
BXW fRU beiQg faiWhfXO WR Whe WUaQViWRU\
QRW fRU cRQjXgaWiQg
bXW fRU UegaiQiQg Whe gifW Rf WRQgXeV
RQe¶V RZQ aW OeaVW, fRU, if QRW RQeVeOf, ZhR ZiOO VSeak iW?´ 24

IQ ZRUkiQg ZiWh a fRUP Rf aVePic ZUiWiQg fRU WhiV Siece, I¶P iQWeUeVWed iQ def\iQg PRdeV Rf diUecW

24 PeWeU SchZeQgeU, ³ThUee AVePic AQceVWRUV,´ iQ Asemic: The Art of Writing (MiQQeVRWa, MiQQeaSROiV:
UQiYeUiVW\ Rf MiQQeVRWa PUeVV, 2019), 29  hWWSV://PXVe.jhX.edX/bRRk/72359/.
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WUaQVOaWiRQ WR cRQjXUe ³a VeQWeQce ZiWhRXW ZRUdV.´ 25HRZ dR Whe VSaceV aURXQd, iQ-beWZeeQ, RU

PiVViQg fURP RXU ZRUdV cUeaWe a QeZ WUaQVOaWiRQ? I¶P UePiQded Rf Whe ViOhRXeWWe Rf WhRVe

VOaVhed cXUWaiQV, aQd begiQ WR Vee a VcUiSW fRUPiQg ZiWhiQ Whe daUk hROeV.

LHW WKH SSLULW OXW

DeVceQdiQg fURP Whe gUidded ceiOiQg aUe WZeQW\-WZR SaWWeUQ hRRkV WhaW haQg WR cUeaWe

Whe VSace Rf a cORVeW. The Q\ORQ cRUd iV OeQgWheQed WR UeVW aW Whe OeYeO Rf hXQg cORWheV. AWWached

WR each hRRk iV a WZR b\ WhUee fRRW Siece Rf fabUic. The fabUicV aUe d\ed ZiWh SRPegUaQaWeV aQd

WRQed ZiWh Oac e[WUacW WR cUeaWe a Vhade ViPiOaU WR ROd bURZQ SaSeU. Each Siece Rf fabUic hROdV a

SUiQW Rf SRh SRh¶V VhiUW SaWWeUQ SieceV. SiQce iURQ WXUQV SRPegUaQaWe d\e iQWR VhadeV Rf gUeeQ WR

gUe\, I VRak Whe VhiUW SieceV iQ WhiV VROXWiRQ WR Pake a VhadRZ SUiQW. I VWiffeQ Whe fabUic ZiWh a Uice

gOXe VROXWiRQ VR iW hROdV iWV fRUP ZhiOe haQgiQg. PaWWeUQ SieceV WUadiWiRQaOO\ VigQif\ a VeW Rf

diUecWiRQV, aQd fXQcWiRQ WR cORWhe Whe bRd\ SURSeUO\. SiQce SRh SRh¶V Sh\VicaO SUeVeQce QR

ORQgeU e[iVWV ZiWh Pe, I ZRQdeU hRZ WhiV SURceVV giYeV a VSace fRU Whe VSiUiW WR WUaYeO WhURXgh.

DXe WR Whe fabUicV¶ WUaQVOXceQc\, I¶P cXUiRXV abRXW Whe RYeUOaS aQd Oa\eUiQg WhaW haSSeQV ZiWh

WheVe haQgiQg fabUic SUiQWV. I ZaQW WhiV VWUeaP Rf V\PbROV WR be Uead acURVV a hRUi]RQWaO SOaQe

fRU Whe YieZeU WR bRWh iQWeUSUeW aQd Uead a OiQe Rf OaQgXage.

25 SchZeQgeU, 31
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³I have proposed a different understanding of melancholia«it is a mechanism that helps
us (re)construct identity and take our dead with us to various battles we must wage in
their names, in our names.´26

JRVp EVWebaQ MXxR]

26 JRVp EVWebaQ MXxR], Disidentifications Queers of Color and the Performance of Politics (MiQQeaSROiV,
MN: UQiYeUViW\ Rf MiQQeVRWa PUeVV, 2015).
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AW WiPeV I TXeVWiRQ if SRh SRh¶V deciViRQ WR UejecW EQgOiVh ZaV aQ acW Rf UeViVWaQce, a Za\

WR UejecW heU aVViPiOaWiRQ iQWR APeUicaQ cXOWXUe dXUiQg Whe VeYeQW\ \eaUV Vhe OiYed iQ WhiV

cRXQWU\? M\ SaUeQWV WROd Pe abRXW WheiU VWUXggOeV VSeakiQg iQ beWZeeQ OaQgXageV ZiWh WheiU

SaUeQWV. WhiOe P\ PRP VSRke fOXeQWO\, P\ faWheU VSRke a fRUP Rf ³ChiQgOiVh.´ M\ PRP

UecRXQWed hRZ Vhe UebeOOed iQ gUade VchRRO, aQd aQQRXQced heU SOaQV WR TXiW Whe afWeU VchRRO

OaQgXage SURgUaP. PRh SRh UeOXcWaQWO\ QRdded heU head, aQd ZiWhRXW ZRUdV heU e\eV

e[SUeVVed, ³\RX¶OO UegUeW WhiV RQe da\.´ I beOieYe SaUW Rf P\ SaUeQW¶V UeaVRQiQg ZaV WR giYe a

beWWeU Oife WR P\ bURWheU aQd I WhURXgh WhiV SURceVV Rf aVViPiOaWiRQ. If I didQ¶W haYe CaQWRQeVe

WZiVWiQg P\ WRQgXe, I cRXOd fRcXV RQ UeadiQg aQd ZUiWiQg EQgOiVh SeUfecWO\. PeUhaSV, I ZRXOd QRW

e[SeUieQce P\ faPiO\¶V SaiQ Rf beiQg diVciSOiQed fRU dePRQVWUaWiQg ³Bad EQgOiVh.´

I ZRXOd Oike WR ³VSeak QeaUb\´ 27CaWh\ PaUk HRQg¶V e[SeUieQce gURZiQg XS iQ LRV

AQgeOeV¶ KRUeaWRZQ, aQd hRZ Vhe XVeV heU ³Bad EQgOiVh´ WR VXbYeUW, RWheU, aQd chaOOeQge Whe

PaVWeU OaQgXage. HRQg ZUiWeV,³WR RWheU EQgOiVh iV WR Pake aXdibOe Whe iPSeUiaO SRZeU VeZQ iQWR

Whe OaQgXage, WR VOiW EQgOiVh RSeQ VR iWV daUk hiVWRUieV VOide RXW.´ 28 HRQg ZUiWeV abRXW UeachiQg a

fOXeQc\ Rf EQgOiVh aW Vi[ \eaUV ROd, aQd SickiQg XS bURkeQ ShUaVeV iQ chXUch aQd fURP faPiO\ aQd

fUieQdV. HRQg UecaOOV gaZkiQg aW a giUO¶V ³ZhiWe ghRVW OiSV RXWOiQed iQ bOack e\eOiQeU,´ ZhR \eOOed

aW heU, ³BiWch ZhaW aUe \RX ORRkiQg aW? AUe \RX a lesbo?´29 She OefW ePSW\-haQded afWeU faiOiQg WR

fiQd ³OeVbR´ iQ Whe dicWiRQaU\. I caQ¶W VSeak fRU HRQg¶V e[SeUieQce becaXVe I had Whe SUiYiOege Rf

VSeakiQg fOXeQW EQgOiVh gURZiQg XS. I e[ceOOed iQ P\ LaQgXage AUWV cOaVVeV, aQd did QRW

e[SeUieQce diVcUiPiQaWiRQ baVed RQ haYiQg aQ acceQW RU WURXbOe cRPPXQicaWiQg iQ

SUedRPiQaQWO\ ZhiWe iQVWiWXWiRQV. HRZeYeU, I caQ VSeak QeaUb\ heU beOief WhaW EQgOiVh caQQRW

29 Ibid., 92

28 CaWh\ PaUk HRQg, Minor Feelings: an Asian American Reckoning (NeZ YRUk, NY: OQe WRUOd, 2020), 97.

27 IQ aQ AUWfRUXP iQWeUYieZ, TUiQh T. MiQh-ha defiQed ³VSeakiQg QeaUb\´ iQ fiOP aQd dRcXPeQWaU\ aV
ackQRZOedgiQg Whe gaS beWZeeQ \RXUVeOf, aQd Whe VXbjecW \RX aUe eQgagiQg ZiWh. B\ QRW VSeakiQg RQ WheiU
behaOf, \RX cUeaWe aQ RSeQiQg fRU RWheU SeRSOe WR fiOO iQ Whe PeaQiQg. ThiV VWUaWeg\ iV a Za\ WR diVPaQWOe
hieUaUchieV Rf kQRZOedge SURdXcWiRQ.
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eQcaSVXOaWe Whe cRPSOe[, PXdd\, diVjRiQWed feeOiQgV Rf gURZiQg XS beWZeeQ cXOWXUeV. IQ facW, I

ZaQW WR yell QeaUb\ HRQg¶V XUge WR VXbYeUW heU SaiQfXO e[SeUieQceV ZiWh OaQgXage iQWR a VRXUce

Rf ePSRZeUPeQW aQd SOa\, ³Bad EQgOiVh iV P\ heUiWage. I VhaUe a OiWeUaU\ OiQeage ZiWh ZUiWeUV

ZhR Pake Whe XQPaVkeU Rf EQgOiVh WheiU UaOO\iQg cU\²ZhR TXeeU iW, WZeUk iW, hack iW, CaOibaQi]e

iW, RWheU iW.´ 30

I YiViWed SRh SRh¶V hRPe OaVW ZiQWeU aQd a VhaUS chiOO hiW Pe aV I VWeSSed iQVide; I feOW Whe

WeQViRQ Rf P\ bRd\ ORRVeQ iQWR a dXOO ache aV I SURceVVed VigQV Rf heU abVeQce. HRZeYeU, aV I

eQWeUed heU bedURRP, I ZaV ZeOcRPed b\ a ZaUP RUb Rf OighW SeekiQg WhURXgh heU cXUWaiQV. I

VPiOed WR P\VeOf, WhiQkiQg iW cRXOd haYe beeQ heU VSiUiW. HeU bed ZaV VWUiSSed Rf aQ\ VheeWV, bXW I

VaZ faPiO\ PePbeUV' ShRWRV VWiOO SeUched RQ WRS Rf heU RUQaWe ZRRdeQ dUaZeUV. I VWaUed iQWR Whe

PiUURU WR Vee Whe OighW kiVViQg Pe, VRfWeQiQg P\ daUk SURfiOe iQWR a ha]\ gORZ. BeVide Whe PiUURU

ZaV a Siece Rf SaSeU SiQQed WR Whe ZaOO, Zhich ZaV PaUked b\ URZV Rf heU ZUiWiQg. I aVked P\

PRP ZhaW Whe chaUacWeUV PeaQW, aQd Vhe UeSOied ³Oh! I WhiQk WhRVe aUe e[eUciVe diUecWiRQV Vhe

ZURWe WR heUVeOf, Whe e[eUciVe iV caOOed µLXk TXQg KXeQ.¶31 I VWaUWed WR iPagiQe heU UiViQg each

PRUQiQg WR Whe OighW, aQd PRYiQg Uh\WhPicaOO\ WR Whe ZRUdV RQ Whe SaSeU.

31 LXk TXQg KXeQ (LTK) diUecWO\ WUaQVOaWeV WR Vi[ (SaUWV Rf Whe bRd\), ciUcXOaWiRQ, aQd fiVW. IW cRQViVWV Rf 36
PRYePeQWV WR heOS bORRd fORZ, VWUeQgWheQ PXVcOeV, aQd iPSURYe PePRU\. MaVWeU Ha KiQh iV Whe cUeaWRU
aQd WeacheV gURXS cOaVVeV eYeU\da\ iQ ShaWiQ, HRQg KRQg. MRVW Rf Whe PRYePeQWV ZeUe SaVVed dRZQ
b\ heU faWheU, ZhR VWXdied acXSXQcWXUe aQd ChiQeVe PediciQe. AfWeU caWchiQg PaOaUia aW Whe age Rf
Vi[WeeQ, MaVWeU Ha KiQh SUacWiced WheVe PRPeQWV aQd UecRYeUed TXickO\.
hWWS://ZZZ.OXkWXQgkXeQ.RUg/OWk_hiVW.hWP

30 Ibid., 97
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I begaQ cRS\iQg heU e[eUciVe diUecWiRQV eYeU\da\ RQ a Siece Rf SUiQWeU SaSeU, fROORZed b\

a gRRgOe WUaQVOaWiRQ iQ EQgOiVh RQ Whe RWheU Vide. IQiWiaOO\, I WhRXghW I ZRXOd UeceiYe a TXick aQd

diUecW WUaQVOaWiRQ ZiWh Whe aSSOicaWiRQ. HRZeYeU, VOiSV Rf P\ haQd TXickO\ cRS\iQg Whe bOXUU\

UeVROXWiRQ Rf SRh SRh¶V ZUiWiQg UeVXOWed iQ cU\SWic, aQd SReWic fUagPeQWV, VXch aV ³fiQgeU

PeaQiQg,´ ³WRRWh fRUce,´ ³fiVh\ VZeeWV.´ The ZRUdV ZeUe QeYeU cRQVWaQW, aQd begaQ WR WUaQVfRUP

each WiPe I eQgaged iQ WhiV daiO\ UiWXaO. I VaZ WhiV aV aQRWheU Za\ WR VSeak ³Bad EQgOiVh´

becaXVe Whe EQgOiVh RXWSXW cRXOd QRW be eaViO\ cRQVXPed. I haOWed Whe cRPSXWeU¶V abiOiW\ WR

deOiYeU VPRRWh VePaQWicV ZiWh P\ fiQgeU WiSV aZkZaUdO\ WUaciQg Whe gOaVV VcUeeQ. I WXUQed Whe

ChiQeVe chaUacWeUV iQWR VcUaWch\ bOack VcUibbOeV befRUe Whe\ TXickO\ diVaSSeaUed. WiWh each

iWeUaWiRQ, Whe chaUacWeUV VWaUWed cRQQecWiQg, becRPiQg ORRVeU aQd ORRSieU, aQd UeVePbOed a ORQg

kQRWWed VWUiQg, Zhich decRQVWUXcWed Whe EQgOiVh WUaQVOaWiRQ iQWR VSaUVeU UePQaQWV.

WaOWeU BeQjaPiQ deVcUibeV WUaQVOaWiRQ aV a YeVVeO bURkeQ iQWR fUagPeQWV; fUagPeQWV Rf a

gUeaWeU OaQgXage.32 The SXUSRVe Rf WUaQVOaWiRQ iV QeiWheU WR UeVePbOe Whe RUigiQaO VRXUce¶V

PeaQiQg, QRU caUU\ Whe UeVSRQVibiOiW\ Rf giYiQg aQVZeUV WR Whe UeadeU. IQVWead, BeQjaPiQ aUgXeV

WhaW Whe WUaQVOaWRU PXVW cRQYe\ VRPeWhiQg WhaW caQQRW be cRPPXQicaWed. AV I UefOecW RQ P\

daiO\ WUaQVOaWiRQV, I fiQd P\ diaVSRUic OaQgXage iQ Whe XQeYeQ aQd QaUURZ VSace RQ Whe Sage WhaW

diYideV P\ ChiQeVe aQd EQgOiVh UecRUdiQgV. I Uead WhiV ePSW\ VSiQe beWZeeQ Whe ZRUdV aV SaUW

Rf P\ OaQgXage Rf ORVV, ViOeQce, XQceUWaiQW\, aQd ORQgiQg. AW WiPeV P\ VTXiggO\ chaUacWeUV

aOPRVW WRXch Whe VhRXOdeU Rf a OeWWeU, SeUhaSV ZhaW BeQjaPiQ caOOV a kiQVhiS Rf OaQgXageV.

HRZeYeU, ³kiQVhiS dReV QRW QeceVVaUiO\ iQYROYe OikeQeVV,´33 bXW UaWheU Whe abiOiW\ fRU WheVe

OaQgXageV WR gURZ iQ WheiU Za\ZaUd SaWhV XQWiO Whe eQd Rf WheiU WiPe. WhaW PakeV WhiV SURceVV

eWeUQaO fRU Pe iV VeeiQg WhiV cXOWXUaO diYide aV a geQeUaWiYe VSace WR bRWh hRQRU P\ aQceVWRUV

aQd iPagiQe QeZ Za\V Rf beORQgiQg. JRVp EVWebaQ MXxR] ZUiWeV, ³MeOaQchROia iV Whe SURceVV Rf

33 Ibid

32 WaOWeU BeQjaPiQ, ³The TaVk Rf Whe TUaQVOaRU,´ iQ Illuminations: Essays and Reflections, ed. HaQQah
AUeQdW (NeZ YRUk, NY: SchRckeQ BRRkV, 1969),
hWWS://ZZZ.UicRUVR.QeW/U[/OibUaU\/cUiWiciVP/gXeVW/BeQjaPiQ_W/BeQjaPiQ_W1.hWP.
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deaOiQg ZiWh aOO caWaVWURSheV WhaW RccXU iQ Whe OiYeV Rf SeRSOe Rf cRORU, OeVbiaQV, ga\ PeQ. I haYe

SURSRVed a diffeUeQW XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf PeOaQchROia«iW iV a PechaQiVP WhaW heOSV XV

(Ue)cRQVWUXcW ideQWiW\ aQd Wake RXU dead ZiWh XV WR YaUiRXV baWWOeV Ze PXVW Zage iQ WheiU QaPeV,

iQ RXU QaPeV.´34 PRh SRh OefW Pe ZiWh fUagPeQWV WhaW I ZiOO QeYeU cRPSOeWeO\ XQdeUVWaQd, bXW Whe

gaSV beWZeeQ WheVe SX]]Oe SieceV fiOO Pe ZiWh a VeQVe Rf XUgeQc\ aQd cXUiRViW\ WR ViPSO\ keeS

RQ gRiQg. HeU PePRU\ becRPeV iQe[haXVWibOe.

34 JRVp EVWebaQ MXxR], Disidentifications Queers of Color and the Performance of Politics (MiQQeaSROiV,
MN: UQiYeUViW\ Rf MiQQeVRWa PUeVV, 2015).
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FLJ.13. LXk TXQg KXeQ gRRgOe WUaQVOaWiRQ fURP 7/11/20
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I ZRQdeUed if P\ cRQQecWiRQ WR Whe ChiQeVe OaQgXage cRXOd be dRQe WhURXgh Whe

SUacWice Rf ZUiWiQg aQd UePePbeUiQg SRh SRh¶V QaPe. I begaQ ZUiWiQg bRWh Whe ChiQeVe

WUadiWiRQaO chaUacWeUV aQd Whe SiQ\iQ VSeOOiQg Rf heU QaPe, ³LRZ SaX PiQg.´ I ZURWe heU QaPe iQ

UeSeWiWiYe URZV acURVV SieceV Rf SaSeU QRW RQO\ WR gaiQ PXVcOe PePRU\ Rf Whe chaUacWeUV, bXW WR

aOVR QRWice hRZ Whe iQWUicaWe Zeb Rf ZUiWiQg WUaQVfRUPed heU QaPe iQWR SaWWeUQV.

ThiV PeWhRd Rf cUeaWiQg WhURXgh VWUXcWXUeV Rf We[W ePeUged fURP VWXd\iQg AQQi AObeUV

W\SeZUiWeU VeUieV. AObeUV e[SeUiPeQWed ZiWh W\SiQg a VXcceVViRQ Rf ViQgXOaU OeWWeUV RQ heU

W\SeZUiWeU WR bXiOd XS a YiVXaO We[WXUe, Zhich ZaV deVigQed WR be WRXched b\ Whe e\eV. TheVe

dUaZiQgV dUeZ SaUaOOeOV WR heU ShiORVRSh\ Rf cUeaWiQg PeaQiQg WhURXgh Whe haQdOiQg Rf PaWeUiaOV.

She ZaV QRW cRQceUQed ZiWh aUWicXOaWiQg heU ZRUk WhURXgh ZRUdV,35 bXW UaWheU cUeaWiQg QeZ

fRUPV Rf kQRZOedge WhURXgh Whe jRiQiQg aQd VWUXcWXUe Rf WhUeadV. AObeUV adYRcaWed fRU Whe VWXd\

Rf VXUface aSSeaUaQce, matiere. ThiV ZaV QRW aQ ³iQWeOOecWXaO´ eQdeaYRU, bXW UaWheU cRQQecWiQg

back WR RXU ³acXWe VeQViWiYiW\ WR WacWiOe aUWicXOaWiRQ.´36 T¶ai SPiWh VWaWeV, ³ µWechQiTXeV WhaW

cRQQecW ceUWaiQ PaWeUiaOV, SURceVVeV, aQd SaWWeUQV Rf WhRXghW iQWR a We[WXUe--a PaWeUiaO \eW aOVR

cRQceSWXaO Uh\WhP.¶ ´37

37 BUiRQ\ FeU aQd MaUia MXOOeU-SchaUeck, ³The LaQgXage Rf ThUeadV,´ iQ Anni Albers, ed. AQQ CR[RQ
(LRQdRQ, UQiWed KiQgdRP: YaOe UQiYeUViW\ PUeVV, 2018), SS. 137-140, 137.

36 AQQi AObeUV eW aO., On Weaving (PUiQceWRQ: PUiQceWRQ UQiYeUViW\ PUeVV, 2017), 45.

35 VicWRUia MiWcheOO, ³Te[W, Te[WiOeV, aQd TechQe ,´ iQ Obscure Objects of Desire: Reviewing the Crafts in the
Twentieth Century, ed. TaQ\a HaUURd (CUafWV CRXQciO, 1998), SS. 324-332,
hWWSV://ZZZ.acadePia.edX/18461740/Te[WiOeV_Te[W_aQd_TechQe.
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FLJ.15. AObeUV, AQQi, T\SeZUiWeU VWXd\ WR cUeaWe We[WiOe effecW, Q.d.,
hWWSV://aObeUVfRXQdaWiRQ.RUg/WeachiQg/aQQi-aObeUV/iQWURdXcWiRQ/#VOide13, AcceVVed 7 Ma\ 2021
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FLJ.17 ³SaX´ chaUacWeU ePbURideU\ WUaQVOaWiRQ
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VaX SLQ JORZ

NeaU Whe fURQW SaUW Rf Whe URRP iV a ZRRdeQ SeeShROe bR[ cRYeUed iQ WUadiWiRQaO Za[

dUeVVPakiQg SaSeU. TheUe iV a VXbWOe ZUiQkO\ We[WXUe RQ Whe SaSeU becaXVe WheUe iV ZUiWiQg

XQdeUQeaWh. UViQg a PeWaO WiS iQk SeQ, I dig iQWR Whe VXUface WR OeaYe a VcaU. AV Whe OighWV VhiQeV

RQ Whe bR[, Whe ChiQeVe chaUacWeUV Rf SRh SRh¶V QaPe ePeUge.  SiPiOaU WR AObeUV¶ ZRUk ZiWh

PaWeUiaO OaQgXage, I¶P QRW cRQceUQed ZiWh Whe YieZeU beiQg abOe WR Uead RU XQdeUVWaQd Whe

chaUacWeUV. IQVWead, I ZaQW SeRSOe WR eQgage ZiWh Whe OabRU Rf P\ haQd QRW RQO\ ZRUkiQg Whe

SaSeU, bXW aOVR VeaUchiQg WR UePePbeU heU QaPe.

PaUaOOeOiQg Whe ghRVWO\ WUaceV Rf Whe iQVcUiSWiRQV, Whe ZRRdeQ SeeShROe bR[ cRQWaiQV a

VPaOO PRQiWRU WhaW SOa\V a YideR UecRUdiQg RQ ORRS. The UecRUdiQg iV Rf P\ SRh SRh UeciWiQg Whe

LXk TXQg KXeQ e[eUciVe diUecWiRQV ZUiWWeQ RQ a Siece Rf SaSeU. M\ PRP iV fiOPiQg becaXVe \RX

caQ heaU heU YRice ORXdO\ aV Vhe PXPbOeV ³PPhPP.´ M\ aXQW iV cXW Rff iQ Whe cRUQeU aV Vhe

VSeakV RQ Whe ShRQe; Vhe OiVWV Rff SRh SRh¶V eaWiQg habiWV aQd faiOXUe WR fiQiVh heU jRRk38. PRh

SRh RccaViRQaOO\ ORRkV XS aW Whe caPeUa aV heU caUeWakeU OaXghV iQWeUPiWWeQWO\, Zhich I gaWheU iV

Whe jR\ Rf VeeiQg heU Uead aW VXch aQ ROd age. The YideR¶V aXdiR SOa\V RSeQO\ iQ Whe gaOOeU\

VSace WR dUaZ RQe cORVeU WR heaU heU YRice. I SURYide QeiWheU VXbWiWOeV, QRU WUaQVOaWiRQV becaXVe I

ZaQW WR cRPPXQicaWe P\ UeOaWiRQVhiS gURZiQg XS ZiWh heU, Zhich ZaV feeOiQg Whe gUaiQ Rf heU

YRice.

B\ XViQg WhiV aUchiYaO fRRWage, I caOO iQWR TXeVWiRQ XViQg hRPe YideR aV a fRUP Rf Pedia

WR caSWXUe deViUe. HeUYe GXibeUW deVcUibeV ORRkiQg WhURXgh hiV faPiO\¶V hRPe YideRV WR Whe

UeOaWiRQVhiS beWZeeQ ³agiQg ORYeUV.´  FigXUeV Rf Whe SaVW QR ORQgeU age, bXW UaWheU WUaQVceQd iQWR

ghRVWO\ iPageV WhaW VWa\ ZiWh XV, ³We ORYe WheP VR PXch WhaW, b\ a kiQd Rf iQYeUVe Pagic, Ze

ZaQW WR eQWeU Whe iPage aQd ePbUace iW, UeWXUQiQg ZiWh iW WR Whe SaVW.´ 39I fiQd P\VeOf ZaWchiQg Whe

YideR UeSeaWedO\, aQd I¶P iQWUigXed b\ Whe cRQWe[W Rf heU UeciWiQg bRd\ PRYePeQWV aW Whe cXVS Rf

39 GXibeUW HeUYp aQd RRbeUW BRQRQQR, Ghost Image (ChicagR: The UQiYeUViW\ Rf ChicagR PUeVV, 2014),
49.

38 SRUUidge
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heU deSaUWXUe. I ZRQdeU if heU fiQaO PeVVage WR Pe iV RQe Rf ZeOOQeVV, heaOiQg, aQd bRdiO\

UeOeaVe ZhiOe Whe eQWiUe ZRUOd eQWeUV ZaYeV Rf VickQeVV, deaWh, aQd iVROaWiRQ.

The SeeShROe bR[ ViWV RQ a VheOf WhaW hROdV a ORQg Siece Rf fabUic caVcadiQg WR Whe

gURXQd. The fRUP Rf Whe fabUic iV ViPiOaU WR WabOe UXQQeUV XVed fRU decRUaWiRQ. The fabUic iV d\ed

ZiWh Oac e[WUacW, Zhich cRPeV fURP a VcaOe iQVecW (kerria lacca) WhaW SRSXOaWeV WUeeV iQ SRXWheaVW

AVia, IQdia, aQd ChiQa. I ZaV iQiWiaOO\ iQWeUeVWed iQ XViQg WhiV d\e bRWh fRU Whe deeS cUiPVRQ cRORU

iW SURdXceV, aQd hRZ iW caQ be XVed WR WRQe SRPegUaQaWe d\e. HRZeYeU, I Vee cRQQecWiRQV WR

Whe d\e SURdXcWiRQ Rf WheVe iQVecWV WR a fRUP Rf faPiOiaO bRQdiQg. FePaOe iQVecWV iQYade Whe

WUeeV aQd SURWecW WhePVeOYeV aQd WheiU \RXQg b\ VecUeWiQg a Ued UeViQ. The UeViQ fRUPV a cRcRRQ

aURXQd Whe iQVecWV, aQd cRQWaiQV Whe d\e WR be haUYeVWed. 40

OQ Whe d\ed fabUic, a UXQQiQg OiQe Rf We[W UeSeaWV aQd VhifWV iQ each URZ WR cUeaWe a Oace

SaWWeUQ WhaW iV ceQWeUed RQ Whe fabUic. WhiOe Whe SeeShROe bR[ iQVcUiSWiRQ ZRUkV WR cRQYe\ Whe

We[WXUe Rf We[W, Whe cORWh UXQQeU SOa\V ZiWh UeSeWiWiRQ aQd RUieQWaWiRQ Rf ZRUdV WR cUeaWe SaWWeUQV.

HRZ caQ VSaciQg aQd Whe deQViW\ Rf P\ ZUiWiQg bXiOd iQWR a W\Se Rf dUaZiQg? IQ a SUiQWiQg

SURceVV WhaW cRXOd be highO\ PaQXfacWXUed WhURXgh Whe PRQRWRQ\ Rf UeSURdXcWiRQ, I ZaQW WR

UeWaiQ Whe VPaOO iUUegXOaUiWieV Rf P\ haQdZUiWiQg iQ WhiV SUiQW. I YieZ Whe RUgaQic aSSOicaWiRQ Rf P\

iQk SeQ cUeaWiQg a ZaY\ Oace cXUOiQg aURXQd iWV edgeV aQd hROeV.

I¶P iQfOXeQced b\ aUWiVWV ZhR XVe Whe UeSeWiWiRQ Rf We[W WR ePbed SROiWicaO ageQdaV. WhiOe

aUWiVWV, VXch aV JaVSeU JRhQV, iQ Whe abVWUacW e[SUeVViRQiVW PRYePeQWV XVe abVWUacWed We[W WR

cUeaWe aQ ³aQRQ\PRXV, PechaQi]ed, aQaO\WicaO aQWi-aeVWheWic aUW41,´ GOeQQ LigRQ¶V VWeQciOOed

We[WV Veek WR e[SRVe QaUUaWiYeV Rf RSSUeVViRQ WhURXgh hiV SRViWiRQaOiW\ aV a BOack, ga\ aUWiVW. IQ

XViQg Za[\ cUa\RQV, he bXiOdV Oa\eUV Rf iOOegibiOiW\ RYeU WiPe WR e[SUeVV iVVXeV Rf beiQg heaUd iQ

Whe ZhiWe bR[ gaOOeU\ aQd PXVeXP VSaceV. AOWhRXgh P\ XVe Rf We[W iV cOeaU XSRQ cORVeU

41 SiPRQ MRUOe\, ³A HeaS Rf LaQgXage: CRQceSWXaO WRUdV II,´ iQ Writing on the Wall (BeUkeOe\ aQd LRV
AQgeOeV, CA: UQiYeUViW\ Rf CaOifRUQia PUeVV, 2003), SS. 153-169.

40 JXd\ NeZOaQd, ³NaWXUaO D\eV: Lac,´ cORWhURadV.cRP, SeSWePbeU 7AD,
hWWSV://ZZZ.cORWhURadV.cRP/QaWXUaO-d\eV-Oac/.
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iQVSecWiRQ, I SOa\ ZiWh Whe iOOXViRQ Rf Whe We[W fadiQg iQWR OaceZRUk aW a diVWaQce. IQ a deVigQ WhaW

iV VeePiQgO\ diVcUeWe aQd deOicaWe, caQ I aVVeUW bRWh Whe SRZeU aQd VeQWiPeQW Rf SRh SRh¶V

ZRUdV ZiWhiQ Whe VSace? The We[W UeadV, ³VWUeWchiQg VORZ Whe bORVVRP Rf UeViVWaQce gURZV.´

FLJ.18 VideR VWiOO Rf SRh SRh UeciWiQg Whe LXk TXQg KXeQ diUecWiRQV
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EURWLc KHUQHOV

aQd

IOOHJLbOH EUXSWLRQV
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³As writers and artists...we have to free ourselves in order to imagine it. And we need to
imagine the humane being, so that we can put that archetype out there, so that we can
become it.´ 42

Ma[iQe HRQg KiQgVWRQ

42 MaUch 4, 1990, hWWSV://biOOPR\eUV.cRP/cRQWeQW/Pa[iQe-hRQg-kiQgVWRQ-SaUW-2/.
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DXUiQg Whe VXPPeU Rf 2020 aPidVW Whe CRURQaYiUXV SaQdePic aQd Whe cROOecWiYe

UeckRQiQg Rf V\VWePic UaciVP iQ Whe deaWhV Rf AhPaXd AUbeU\, GeRUge FOR\d, TRQi Mcdade,

BUeRQQa Ta\ORU, aQd PaQ\ PRUe, a SaQeO caOOed ³H\SeU(iQ)YiVibiOiW\´ ZaV cRQYeQed b\ VWeShaQie

Pei hXaQg iQ VROidaUiW\ ZiWh BOack LiYeV MaWWeU. The WaOk feaWXUed Vi[ AViaQ ZRPeQ aUWiVWV, ZhR

aUe PeaUO C HViXQg, Maia RXWh Lee, AVWUia SXSaUak, SWeShaQie S\XcR, HRQg-AQ TUXRQg, aQd

ChUiVWiQe TieQ WaQg, ZhR VSRke abRXW hRZ AViaQ APeUicaQ ZRPeQV¶ bRdieV haYe beeQ

hiVWRUicaOO\ UeQdeUed aV eiWheU iQYiVibOe, RU cRPPRdified aV aQ RbjecW. I WXQed iQ WR OeaUQ abRXW

hRZ WheVe  aUWiVWV ZeUe haQdOiQg iQVWiWXWiRQaO UaciVP aQd WRkeQiVP ZiWhiQ Whe aUW ZRUOd. HRZ

dReV Whe \eOORZ ZRPaQ haQdOe Whe ³h\SeU YiVibiOiW\,´ VSecificaOO\ iQ Whe [eQRShRbic WaUgeWiQg Rf

\eOORZ bRdieV caUU\iQg Whe ³kXQg fOX?´ HRZ dReV Whe \eOORZ ZRPaQ bUeak fUee fURP Whe ³h\SeU

iQYiVibiOiW\´ iQ beiQg XVed aV a ViOeQW ZRUk fRUce WR SURWecW ZhiWe VXSUePac\?

³H\SeU(iQ)ViVibiOiW\´ ZaV RUigiQaOO\ hRVWed b\ VaQcRXYeU AUW GaOOeU\ (VAG), bXW hXaQg aQd

Whe SaQeO Rf aUWiVWV decided WR caQceO dXe WR Whe ORcaO cRQWURYeUV\ iQ aSSRiQWiQg a ZhiWe PaQ WR

VAG¶V CEO aQd diUecWRU SRViWiRQ deVSiWe Whe Oack Rf BOack UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ RQ WheiU bRaUd. The

SaQeOiVWV hRVWed Whe WaOk iQdeSeQdeQWO\ RYeU ]RRP becaXVe Whe\ did QRW ZaQW WR VXSSRUW aQ

iQVWiWXWiRQ faiOiQg WR addUeVV Whe bRaUd¶V e[iVWiQg UaciVP, aQd Whe\ did QRW ZaQW WR be WRkeQi]ed

\eW agaiQ iQ fXOfiOOiQg Whe gaOOeU\¶V TXRWa fRU UeSUeVeQWiQg ³diYeUViW\.´ I YieZ Whe SaQeOiVWV¶

caQceOOaWiRQ aV a Za\ WR QRW RQO\ aVVeUW Whe aUWiVW¶V ageQc\ iQ WheiU UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ, bXW aOVR a

Za\ WR iPagiQe cROOecWiYe gaWheUiQg be\RQd Whe VXSSRUW Rf Whe iQVWiWXWiRQ.

IQ diVcXVViQg hRZ Whe aUWiVWV haYe beeQ QaYigaWiQg a cRQdiWiRQ Rf bRWh YiVibiOiW\ aQd

iQYiVibiOiW\, Whe\ VSRke abRXW ZRUkiQg ZiWh iOOegibiOiW\ WR WURXbOe ideQWiW\ SROiWicV. B\ SOaciQg Whe

YieZeUV iQ a SOace Rf diVcRPfRUW, Whe\ PXVW chaQge WheiU diVSRViWiRQ WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe RWheU.

CaQ Whe\ Vee WhePVeOYeV iQ Whe Siece, RU QRW? IQ WhiV VSace Rf PiV-UecRgQiWiRQ, Whe biQaU\

beWZeeQ Whe VeOf aQd RWheU begiQV WR bOXU. OQe Rf Whe SaQeOiVWV, PeaUO C HViXQg, cUeaWed OiPiQaO

VSaceV iQ heU OaQdVcaSe SaiQWiQgV WhaW PeUge QaWXUaO SheQRPeQa ZiWh VSecXOaWiYe SRVVibiOiW\.  IQ

³ThePVeV´ (2019) Whe OiQe beWZeeQ VXbjecW, RbjecW, Vk\, aQd gURXQd cROOaSVe aV VOabV Rf bOXe
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WRQed SaiQW chiSV cXUYe iQZaUd RQ a VhaSed ZRRd SaQeO. The SaiQWiQg iQVWaOOaWiRQ OeadV Whe

YieZeU iQWR a WhiQ WhUeVhROd Rf SOe[igOaVV. HViXQg deVcUibeV WheVe SaiQWiQgV aV ³VeeiQg WhURXgh

Whe aUPSiWV aQd cURWcheV Rf VSaceV,´43 WR eQWeU OibeUaWiRQ, a VWaWe Rf cRPSOeWe UeOeaVe. ThiV

VSace bUeakV RSeQ Whe RbjecW hRRd Rf Whe ³\eOORZ ZRPeQ,´ aQd SXWV heU iQWR Whe SOeaVXUeV Rf

acXWe dRiQg, Zhich hRYeUV beWZeeQ Whe UecRgQiWiRQ Rf heUVeOf aQd Whe chaRV Rf heU VWURQgeVW

feeOiQg.

FLg.19. HViXQg, PeaUl C., ŗThemVeV,Ř 2019, AcceVVed 7 Ma\ 2021

43 Hyper(in)Visbility, 2020, hWWSV://ZZZ.\RXWXbe.cRP/ZaWch?Y=7kF8WRDMNd8.
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AfWeU OeaUQiQg aQd UePePbeUiQg SRh SRh¶V QaPe, I begaQ diVVecWiQg heU QaPe WR

iPagiQe ZhaW fRUP iW cRXOd Wake iQ a SReP. I ORRked aW a Sage fURP a bRRk, Zhich OiVWed heU

chaUacWeUV fROORZed b\ aQ EQgOiVh PeaQiQg. PiQg ZaV defiQed aV,  ³DXckZeed. ZaQdeUiQg,

WUaYeOiQg.´ The dXckZeed SOaQW iV a WiQ\ gUeeQ URRWOeVV Zeed WhaW fORZeUV aQd dUifWV aORQg Whe

VXUface Rf OaUge bRdieV Rf ZaWeU. I SaUWiciSaWed iQ a SReP e[chaQge ZiWh P\ fUieQd, AYa Sa\aka

RRVeQ, aQd VWaUWed dUafWiQg a SReP abRXW dXckZeed. AV I deVcUibed bRWh Whe gURZWh aQd

SUecaUiW\ Rf WhiV SOaQW, I VaZ cRQQecWiRQV WR Whe SaUadR[ Rf PaQ\ iPPigUaQW QaUUaWiYeV. AYa

echRed RQe SaUW Rf P\ SReP, ³XSURRWed aQd fORZeUiQg, URRWOeVV aQd WhUiYiQg.´ I heOd RQ WR WhiV

ShUaVe becaXVe iW VXWXUed Whe dichRWRPieV iQ SRh SRh¶V VWRUieV, bXW I cRXOdQ¶W VWRPach Whe ZRUd

³WhUiYiQg´ RYeU WiPe. The ZRUd didQ¶W PaWch P\ feeOiQgV Rf gUief ZhiOe ZiWQeVViQg Whe UiVe Rf

AQWi-AViaQ VeQWiPeQW aQd aWWackV eaUO\ WhiV \eaU.

WheQ I heaUd abRXW Whe deaWh Rf Vicha RaWaQaSakdee fROORZed b\ PaQ\ RWheU aWWackV RQ

AViaQ eOdeUV aURXQd Whe cRXQWU\, I ZRQdeUed Zh\ WheVe aWWackV ZeUe haSSeQiQg aPRQgVW Whe

PRVW YXOQeUabOe. I cRXOdQ¶W geW SaVW Whe eeUie UeaOi]aWiRQ WhaW WheiU faceV UeVePbOed P\ RZQ

gUaQdSaUeQWV, ZhR faced cOaVV, cXOWXUaO, aQd OaQgXage baUUieUV iQ WheiU OifeWiPeV. CaWh\ PaUk

HRQg VSecXOaWeV, ³I WhiQk Whe\¶Ue WaUgeWed iQ a VeQVe becaXVe Whe\¶Ue Whe eaVieVW WaUgeWV, bXW

Whe\¶Ue aOVR Whe OeaVW aVViPiOaWed-ORRkiQg. EVSeciaOO\ iQ WiPeV Rf ecRQRPic VcaUciW\, ZheQ RWheU

SeRSOe Vee VRPeRQe diffeUeQW, Whe\ ZaQW WR deVWUR\ WheP becaXVe Whe\¶Ue eQUaged aQd Whe\

ZaQW a VcaSegRaW.´44 I ZRQdeU if Whe Za\ I VSRke aQd dUeVVed heOSed Pe SaVV aV PRUe

APeUicaQ. WaV WhiV WUXO\ keeSiQg Pe Vafe?

WaYeV Rf gUief WXUQed iQWR Uage RQce I heaUd abRXW Whe AWOaQWa, GeRUgia VhRRWiQg Rf eighW

SeRSOe aW a PaVVage SaUORU, Vi[ Rf Whe YicWiPV ZeUe AViaQ ZRPeQ. TheiU QaPeV aUe DeOaiQa

AVhOe\ YaXQ GRQ]aOe], PaXO AQdUe MicheOV, XiaRjie TaQ, DaR\RX FeQg, H\XQ JXQg GUaQW,

SXQcha KiP, SRRQ ChXQg PaUk, YRQg Ae YXe. I VaZ P\ gUaQdSaUeQWV¶ VWRUieV eQWZiQed iQ WheVe

44 AOe[a Lee, ³µWe¶Re BRWh Whe CRPfRUWabOe aQd Whe AffOicWed¶: WhaW GeWV OYeUORRked WheQ We TaOk
abRXW AQWi-AViaQ RaciVP,´ Vox, MaUch 17, 2021,
hWWSV://ZZZ.YR[.cRP/22334188/caWh\-SaUk-hRQg-PiQRU-feeOiQgV-aQWi-aViaQ-UaciVP.
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ZRPeQ, ZhR ZeUe SXVhed iQWR acWV Rf VeUYice fRU Whe SXbOic iQ RUdeU WR SURYide fRU WheiU faPiOieV.

I feOW Whe UeVXUgeQce Rf P\ RZQ WUaXPaV iQ beiQg feWiVhi]ed aV aQ AViaQ ZRPeQ afWeU Whe Pedia

cRQYe\ed WhiV aWWack ZaV baVed RQ a ³Ve[ addicWiRQ.´ I WRRk a VhRZeU aW Whe eQd Rf Whe da\ WR

ZaVh aZa\ Whe ZeighW Rf Whe WUaged\, aQd ZaV VWUXck b\ ZhaW Whe bRd\ UePePbeUV.

AV Whe ZaWeU SRXUed acURVV P\ fieOd Rf YiViRQ I cORVed P\ e\eV aQd VaZ Whe bR\ SRiQWiQg

aW Pe iQ a daUk cOXb, \eOOiQg WR hiV fUieQd ³LeWV Vee ZhaW iW¶V Oike WR kiVV a ChiQeVe!´  WaOkiQg

hRPe OaWe aW QighW ZaV PaUked b\ a gURXS Rf bR\V VXUURXQdiQg Pe iQ a VXffRcaWiQg ciUcOe,

VhRXWiQg ³chiQg chRQg biQg bRQg.´ M\ head ZaV beQW dRZQ, VWaUiQg aW P\ OaS aV I SaWieQWO\

ZaiWed fRU Whe WUaiQ WR aUUiYe hRPe. A haQd ZaYed WR geW P\ aWWeQWiRQ, aQd I ORRked XS WR Vee a

PaQ PRXWhiQg ZRUdV. M\ face cXUOed iQ diVgXVW RQce I UeaOi]ed hiV haQd ZaV WaXQWiQg Pe ZiWh

dROOaU biOOV. TheVe PePRUieV ZeUe WeQ \eaUV ROd aQd caPe back WR haXQW Pe aV I VcUROOed

WhURXgh P\ ShRQe aQd Uead ViPiOaU iQcideQWV fURP fUieQdV, acTXaiQWaQceV, aQd PaQ\ RWheUV iQ

Whe AAPI cRPPXQiW\. HRZeYeU, I XQdeUVWRRd P\ e[SeUieQce did QRW cRPSaUe WR ZRPeQ ZhR

RccXSied Whe PaUgiQV. AV I Uead WhURXgh Whe QaPeV Rf Whe ZRPeQ ZhR ZRUked aW Whe VSa, P\

heaUW ached WR kQRZ Whe VWRUieV behiQd WheiU QaPeV.

The cROOecWiYe Uage aQd PRXUQiQg WhaW SeUViVWed afWeU Whe VhRRWiQg Pade Pe ZRQdeU if

Ze ZeUe aOO VcUeaPiQg iQWR Whe YRid? I VSRke WR fUieQdV RQ Whe ShRQe ZhR ZeUe VWUXggOiQg WR QRW

RQO\ fiQd Whe OaQgXage WR VSeak abRXW WheiU ideQWiW\, bXW aOVR WR ackQRZOedge WhiV deeS URRWed

SaiQ Whe\ caUUied. AV I eQWeUed Whe cOaVVURRP, I heaUd YRiceV Rf ZRPeQ VWXdeQWV Rf cRORU ZhR

ZeUe fUighWeQed WR ZaOk aURXQd caPSXV aORQe. I feOW Whe RYeUZheOPiQg ViOeQce Rf Whe iQVWiWXWiRQ,

aQd ZRQdeUed if I ZaV Whe RQO\ RQe haYiQg WheVe cRQYeUVaWiRQV iQ a cOaVV fiOOed ZiWh AAPI

VWXdeQWV. AQQe AQOiQ CheQg aVkV ³The ceQWUaO, WhRXgh RfWeQ XQVSRkeQ, TXeVWiRQ XQdeUO\iQg aOO

Rf WhiV: AUe AViaQ-APeUicaQV iQjXUed, RU iQjXUed eQRXgh, WR deVeUYe RXU QaWiRQaO aWWeQWiRQ?´45

HRZ haV YiROeQce becRPe Whe aQVZeU WR Whe UecRgQiWiRQ Rf RXU Uace?

45 AQQe AQOiQ CheQg, ³WhaW ThiV WaYe Rf AQWi-AViaQ ViROeQce ReYeaOV AbRXW APeUica,´ The New York
Times, FebUXaU\ 21, 2021, hWWSV://ZZZ.Q\WiPeV.cRP/2021/02/21/RSiQiRQ/aQWi-aViaQ-YiROeQce.hWPO.
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CheQg begiQV WR aQVZeU WheVe TXeVWiRQV b\ e[aPiQiQg hRZ Whe cRXQWU\¶V VROXWiRQ iQ

VhRUiQg XS UaciaO caWegRUieV aQd checkiQg Rff gUieYaQceV keeSV XV iQ ViORV. She iPagiQeV hRZ

Ze Pa\ gUieYe WRgeWheU b\ XQdeUVWaQdiQg RXU ³UaciaO eQWaQgOePeQWV.´ ThiV ZRUk iV QRW ideQWif\iQg

ZiWh SeRSOe VhaUiQg ViPiOaU iQWeUeVWV RU abaQdRQiQg RXU QeedV, bXW UaWheU ³OeaUQiQg WR Vee \RXU

VeOf-iQWeUeVW aV SURfRXQdO\ aQd iQeYiWabO\ eQWZiQed ZiWh Whe iQWeUeVWV Rf RWheUV.´ 46HRZ Pa\ Ze

UeckRQ ZiWh Whe ZRUk Rf Whe RSSUeVVRU aQd Whe e[SeUieQceV Rf Whe RSSUeVVed aV deeSO\ UeOaWiRQaO

iQ RUdeU WR WUaQVfRUP? HRZ dR Ze deOYe iQWR Whe cRPSOe[iW\ Rf RccXS\iQg bRWh UROeV deSeQdiQg

hRZ Ze ZieOd aQd \ieOd SRZeU?

IQ UeYiViWiQg Whe We[W ³XSURRWed bXW fORZeUiQg, URRWOeVV«,´ I VWaUWed VeaUchiQg fRU a ZRUd

WhaW cRXOd bRWh eQd aQd begiQ a QeZ ShUaVe. WUiWiQg dRZQ a cRPbiQaWiRQ Rf ZRUdV, ³\eW´

ePeUged. I SeUceiYed WhiV ZRUd QRW RQO\ aV VeWWOiQg a Za\ WR hROd SRVVibiOiW\, bXW aOVR XQVeWWOiQg

Whe ShUaVe WR cRPe XQdRQe. WhaW Pa\ fROORZ cRXOd be a YaUieW\ Rf RXWcRPeV, aQd I ZaQWed WR

giYe Whe UeadeU VSace WR fiQiVh Whe ShUaVe.

46 Ibid

53



FLJ.20. TUaQVOaWiRQ Rf LRZ SaX PiQg
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FLJ.21. PReP e[chaQge ZiWh AYa Sa\aka RRVeQ, SSUiQg 2020
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URRWOHVV \HW

WhaW diYideV Whe URRP iV a VeUieV Rf VeYeQWeeQ SaQeOV WhaW deVceQd WR Whe cRUQeU Rf Whe

URRP. The SaQeOV PeaVXUe WZR feeW Zide b\ WeQ feeW WaOO, aQd haQg RQ Whe gUidded ceiOiQg WR

echR Whe fRUP Rf a cXUWaiQ. HRUi]RQWaO OiQeV Rf VeZiQg fiOO Whe ceQWeU Rf each SaQeO. ThiV Siece

e[SORUeV hRZ Whe PachiQe becRPeV a PediXP beWZeeQ P\VeOf aQd Whe cORWh. IQ XViQg Whe

PachiQe iQ Whe ViPiOaU Za\ Rf dUaZiQg a SeQ acURVV Whe Sage, I¶P iQWeUeVWed iQ hRZ Whe UeVXOW

VWiOO UeWaiQV P\ WRXch. WhiOe PachiQe VWiWchiQg iV RfWeQ YieZed aV highO\ PaQXfacWXUed aQd

deVigQed fRU SUeciViRQ, I UecRUd OaSVeV iQ P\ aWWeQWiRQ WhaW UeVXOW iQ VOighWO\ cXUYiQg OiQeV RU

iUUegXOaU kQRWV WhaW fRUP. I chRRVe Whe SURgUaPPed decRUaWiYe VWiWcheV RQ Whe PachiQe baVed

RQ deQViW\ aQd We[WXUe, aQd aOWeUQaWe Whe VeTXeQce iQ VhifWiQg SaWWeUQV. WhiOe I PaS RXW Whe

UaiVed We[W, Whe backgURXQd VWiWcheV aUe RUgaQi]ed iQ a UaQdRP fORZ. I aSSURach WhiV ePbURideU\

aV a PRde Rf VcUibbOiQg WR SaVV WiPe.

I¶P iQfRUPed b\ HaQQe DaUbRYeQ¶V SURceVV Rf eQgagiQg iQ Whe Uh\WhPic acWiRQ Rf ZUiWiQg

aQd VWUXcWXUiQg WiPe. IQ ³SeYeQ PaQeOV aQd IQde[´ Vhe ZUiWeV aQ iOOegibOe VcUiSW acURVV cRSieV Rf

bRRk SageV. She cUiWiTXeV Whe bRRk Sage'V abiOiW\ WR hROd cXOWXUaO PeaQiQg b\ QRW RQO\ OeaYiQg

WUaceV Rf WheVe SeUfRUPed geVWXUeV, bXW aOVR WakiQg VePaQWicV RXW Rf heU ZUiWiQg.47 AOWhRXgh P\

VWiWcheV bXiOd iQWR cOeaU OeWWeUV, I Vee P\ OabRU aQd WiPe bXiOW iQWR Whe VWUXcWXUe Rf WhiV We[W. SiPiOaU

WR DaUbRYeQ¶V ZRUk iQ Whe 1970V fePiQiVW aUW PRYePeQW, I e[aPiQe hRZ I caQ SOa\ ZiWh

OaQgXage¶V geVWXUaO, VRPaWic, Uh\WhPicaO PaUk PakiQg WR Wake RQ  ³OiYed fRUPV,´

TheUe iV a VOighW RYeUOaS ZiWh Whe SaQeOV WR QRW RQO\ highOighW Whe WUaQVSaUeQc\ Rf Whe

OighWZeighW cRWWRQ YRiOe fabUic, bXW aOVR WR fUagPeQW Whe We[W. ScaOe becRPeV iPSRUWaQW fRU VhifWiQg

Whe iQiWiaO eQcRXQWeU Rf WhiV Siece fURP a ha]\ bOXUU\ VhadiQg iQWR Whe gUaQXOaU VWUXcWXUe Rf Whe

ePbURideU\. VieZeUV caQQRW VWaQd aW a diVWaQce WR Uead Whe fXOO We[W, bXW Whe\ PXVW ZaOk cORVeO\

beVide Whe SaQeOV WR VORZO\ cRQQecW Whe ZRUdV. The QeceVViW\ WR RccXS\ WheVe iQ-beWZeeQ

47 SiPRQ MRUOe\, ³A HeaS Rf LaQgXage: CRQceSWXaO WRUdV II,´ iQ Writing on the Wall (BeUkeOe\ aQd LRV
AQgeOeV, CA: UQiYeUViW\ Rf CaOifRUQia PUeVV, 2003), SS. 153-169, 167.
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VSaceV acWiYaWeV Whe YieZeU iQ a geVWXUe Rf VeZiQg. I SeUceiYe Whe YieZeU¶V VORZ Sace Rf ZaOkiQg

aQd VhifWiQg ga]e WhaW cRQQecWV Whe URZV Rf VWiWcheV aV bXiOdiQg aQ iQYiVibOe WhUead.

ThiV Siece iV SaUW Rf P\ RYeUaUchiQg e[SORUaWiRQ Rf Whe PXOWiSOe fRUPV a OiQe caQ Wake.

WhiOe Whe OiQe SOa\V a fRUPaO eOePeQW WR cRQQecW diVSaUaWe SaUWV, I¶P iQWeUeVWed iQ hRZ OiQeV

UefOecW a hiVWRU\ Rf QRWaWiRQ. The OiQe VeUYeV aV bRWh a WRRO fRU UePePbeUiQg, aQd PRYiQg fRUZaUd

iQ VSace. WebV, QeUYRXV V\VWePV, aQd URRW QeWZRUkV aUe e[aPSOeV Rf hRZ QeWZRUkV Rf WhUeadV

caQ bRWh e[WeQd RXW Rf Whe ceQWeU, aQd eQWeU fURP Whe SeUiSheU\. The Oack Rf begiQQiQgV aQd

eQdiQgV WR WhUeadV iV fUeeiQg, \eW I aOVR fiQd ageQc\ iQ Whe deVWUXcWiRQ caXVed b\ Whe dUaZiQg Rf

WhUeadV, ³iW iV UeYeaOiQg WhaW Ze XVe Whe VaPe YeUb, WR draw, WR UefeU WR Whe acWiYiW\ Rf Whe haQd

bRWh iQ Whe PaQiSXOaWiRQ Rf WhUeadV aQd iQ Whe iQVcUiSWiRQ Rf WUaceV.´ 48The fUa\iQg WhaW iV OefW afWeU

Whe PRPeQW Rf iQVcUiSWiRQ PaUkV P\ eShePeUaO eQcRXQWeU.

The ePbURideU\ cRQViVWV Rf VhadeV Rf Ued WhaW VhifW fURP daUk SXUSOe bXUgXQd\, UXVW\ Ued,

aQd a bUighW VcaUOeW Ued. ThiV cRORU SaOeWWe UefeUeQceV jXic\ VeedV iQVide Rf Whe SRPegUaQaWe,

aQd RccXSieV Whe PiddOe Rf SaQeOV WR PiUURU aQ iQciViRQ ZiWhiQ Whe fUXiW¶V ceQWeU. I aSSO\ Ued

WhUeadV WR bUiQg dXaO PeaQiQgV Rf bRWh YiROeQce aQd YiWaOiW\. I SXOO fURP P\ PePRUieV Rf YiViWiQg

P\ gUaQdSaUeQWV gUaYe. Red iQk iV XVed WR fiOO Whe chaUacWeUV Rf Whe VSRXVe ZhR iV VWiOO OiYiQg RQ

Whe WRPbVWRQe.

D\eiQg WheVe SaQeOV ZiWh Whe SRPegUaQaWe d\e¶V ZaUP \eOORZ hXeV iV a Za\ fRU Pe WR

UecOaiP QegaWiYe cRQQRWaWiRQV Rf Whe cRORU WhaW I heOd aV a chiOd. HRZ caQ I VXbYeUW Whe

UaciaOi]aWiRQ Rf WhiV cRORU iQWR a VSace Rf hRSe? IQ OeWWiQg WhiV cRORU e[SaQd aQd Wake XS VSace,

I¶P UePiQded Rf AXdUe LRUde¶V YiViRQ Rf ³Whe EURWic.´ She deVcUibeV iQ gUeaW deWaiO aQd caUe, Whe

SURceVV Rf RSeQiQg a VeaOed SOaVWic SackeW Rf ZhiWe PaUgaUiQe ZiWh aQ  ³iQWeQVe SeOOeW Rf \eOORZ

cRORUiQg SeUched Oike a WRSa].´49 LRUde SiQched Whe OiWWOe SeOOeW XQWiO iW UeOeaVed iQWR a ³Uich

49 AXdUe LRUde, ³UVeV Rf Whe EURWic: The EURWic aV PRZeU ,´ iQ Sister Outsider: Essays and Speeches
(BeUkeOe\, CA: CURVViQg PUeVV, 2007),

48 TiP IQgROd, ³TUaceV, ThUeadV, aQd SXUfaceV,´ iQ Lines: A Brief History (LRQdRQ: RRXWOedge, 2016), SS.
41-73, 45
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\eOORZQeVV,´ aQd kQeaded Whe SackeW XQWiO Whe cRORU VSUead WR iWV fXOOeVW e[WeQW. I RfWeQ UeWXUQ WR

WhiV YiYid SaVVage WR ORcaWe Whe ³eURWic keUQeOV´ iQ P\ Oife. WhiOe I ackQRZOedge Whe OabRU SRh SRh

eQdXUed aV a fiUVW geQeUaWiRQ ChiQeVe-APeUicaQ VeaPVWUeVV, heU VWRU\ caQQRW eQd WheUe. OXU

VWRU\ VhRXOd QRW be VXbjXgaWed RQO\ WR Whe VWUXggOeV Rf YicWiPi]aWiRQ, bXW RQe Rf RYeUOaSSiQg ORYe

aQd UeViVWaQce. I OiVWeQ WR AXdUe LRUde VSeak Rf Whe eURWic aV, ³aQ aVVeUWiRQ Rf Whe Oife-fRUce Rf

ZRPeQ; Rf WhaW cUeaWiYe eQeUg\ ePSRZeUed, Whe kQRZOedge aQd XVe Rf Zhich Ze aUe  UecOaiPiQg

iQ RXU OaQgXage, RXU hiVWRU\, RXU daQciQg, RXU ORYiQg, RXU ZRUk, RXU OiYeV.´50

I cORVe P\ e\eV aQd iPagiQe SRh SRh ZakiQg XS WR e[eUciVe LXk TXQg KXeQ. IQ P\

bedURRP, Whe gROdeQ OighW VhiQeV WhURXgh P\ iQQeU e\eOidV aQd WUaQVSRUWV Pe iQVide a SiQk

gORZiQg ZRPb. The UeSeWiWiRQ Rf PRYePeQWV bXiOdV iQWR a PXVcOe PePRU\, aQd I iQdXOge iQ Whe

fXOO e[SaQViRQ Rf P\ OiPbV. SSace RSeQV aV P\ aUPV caUYe iQWR ciUcXOaU PRYePeQWV aQd dUaZ

OiQeV iQWR Whe aiU. The ciUcOeV QaUURZ iQWR P\ fiQgeU WiSV WhaW geQWO\ WUace Whe edgeV Rf P\ e\e

VRckeWV. M\ face fOXVheV ZiWh iQiWiaO diVcRPfRUW RQce P\ haQdV Ueach P\ hiSV. The hiSV aUe a

cRQWURYeUViaO bRd\ SaUW RfWeQWiPeV fRU ZRPeQ; iW haV Whe abiOiW\ WR hROd VeQVXaO eQeUg\. M\ hiSV

begiQ WR VZiUO, ZiQd XS WeQViRQ, VeQdiQg heaW iQ UeYeUbeUaWiQg UiSSOeV. I Ueach a SRiQW ZheUe I

eUXSW iQ OaXghWeU. ThiV fRUP Rf UeOeaVe fiOOV Whe aiU ZiWh a VRQic UXPbOe, YibUaWiQg Whe deSWhV Rf P\

bRd\, giYiQg Pe deeS VeQVaWiRQV Rf SaiQ aQd jR\. WaV I cU\iQg, OaXghiQg, RU bRWh?

50 Ibid
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FLJ. 22 SRh SRh¶V bedURRP
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MeigXR TKHVLV E[KLbLWLRQ PKRWRV
ViVXaO AUWV FaciOiW\, MaiQ GaOOeU\, Ma\ 19-Ma\ 21VW, 2021

FLJ.23 Meiguo IQVWaOOaWiRQ ShRW
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FLJ.24 Meiguo IQVWaOOaWiRQ ShRW
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FLJ.25 Meiguo IQVWaOOaWiRQ ShRW

62



FLJ.26 Meiguo IQVWaOOaWiRQ ShRW
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FLJ.27 Meiguo
WRRO \aUQ, acU\Oic \aUQ
2 fW [ 3 fW
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FLJ.28 Meiguo Vide YieZ
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FLJ.29 Sour Mouth, Crimson Bite
CRWWRQ SRO\eVWeU YRiOe, cRWWRQ baWWiQg, OePRQ jXice, RQiRQ VkiQV, SRO\eVWeU WhUead
5 fW [ 6 fW

66



FLJ.30 Sour Mouth, Crimson Bite deWaiO

FLJ.31 Sour Mouth, Crimson Bite XQdeUVide
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FLJ.32 Sour Mouth, Crimson Bite cORVe XS

FLJ.33 Sour Mouth, Crimson Bite iQVWaOOaWiRQ VhRW
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FLJ.34 Chair Tear fURQW YieZ
WRRdeQ chaiU, haiU
17 ô  iQ. [ 17 ò iQ. [ 32´
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FLJ.35 Chair Tear Vide YieZ
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FLJ.36 Chair Tear deWaiO
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FLJ.37 Let the Spirit Out
CRWWRQ SRO\eVWeU YRiOe, cRPbed cRWWRQ YRiOe, iURQ, Oac, SaWWeUQ hRRkV, SRPegUaQaWe,
Uice gOXe
4 fW [ 3 fW [ 10 ò fW
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FLJ.38 Let the Spirit Out DeWaiO #1

FLJ.39 Let the Spirit Out DeWaiO #2
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FLJ.40 Let the Spirit Out CORVe US
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FLJ.41 sau pin glow
DUeVVPakiQg Za[ SaSeU, OiQeQ, Oac, hRPe YideR, ZRRdeQ bR[
1 ò fW [ 2 fW [ 5 fW
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FLJ.42 sau pin glow cORVe XS Vide

FLJ.43 VWiOO Rf hRPe YideR iQ ZRRdeQ bR[
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FLJ.44 sau pin glow cORVe XS fURQW

FLJ.45 sau pin glow cORVe XS Rf VcUeeQ SUiQWed fabUic UXQQeU
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FLJ.46 rootless yet
CRPbed cRWWRQ YRiOe, SRPegUaQaWe, SRO\eVWeU WhUead
DiPeQViRQV YaUiabOe
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FLJ.47 rootless yet cORVe XS #1

FLJ.48 rootless yet cORVe XS #2
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FLJ.49 rootless yet cORVe XS #3

FLJ.50 rootless yet cORVe XS #4
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FLJ.51 rootless yet cORVe XS #5

FLJ.52 rootless yet cORVe XS #6
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