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Congress for the New Urbanism

Rebuilding Communities:
HoPE Vi and New Urbanism

These forum pages are produced
under an agreement between
the Design History Foundation
and the Congress for the New
Urbanism (cvw). enu, which has no
direct affiliation with Places, is a
501{c)3 corporation, receiving
support from dues and sponsors,
including the William and Flora
Hewlett Foundation, the Fannie
Mae Foundation and the u.s.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development. inquires
about cnu membership should be
made to:

Congress for the New Urbanism
5 Third Street #500A

San Francisco, CA 94108
415-495-2255

email: cnuinfo@cnu.org

Across the nation, cities large and small are trans-
forming public housing through the Department of
Housing and Urban Development's exemplary HOPE v
program. The program provides leadership by chal-
lenging communities to rebuild themselves by revital-
izing their neighborhoods. This means paying
attention to the quality of the built environment, as
well as increasing economic opportunities and meet-
ing the social needs of residents.

Since the inception of Hore vi, the Congress for the
New Urbanism has been a partner with HUD in this
successful revitalization effort. The Hope vi program
provides a unique opportunity to incorporate the prin-
ciples of the New Urbanism in urban environments on
alarge scale. On January 14 and 15, 1999, New
Urbanists, public housing officials, architects, plan-
ners, developers and residents came together at HuD's
Rebuilding Communities: Hope vi and New Urbanism
conference in Baltimore to discuss how to design the
types of environments that support healthy communi-
ties. The conference was organized around fourteen
Principles for inner City Neighborhood Design devel-
oped by the Congress for the New Urbanism’s Inner
City Task Force.

The design principles are derived from the Charter of
the New Urbanism and from planning and design
practices that have proven effective in inner-city
neighborhoods. They reflect the unique circumstances
that affect the design and implementation of projects
within existing communities and have been used in
the design of several Hope vi projects. They are pro-
posed as a set of working principles to be further
tested and refined through use.

Inner-City Task Force

Infill Development

Reclaim and repair blighted and abandoned areas
within existing neighborhoods by using infill develop-
ment strategically to conserve economic investment
and social fabric (1, 2).
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Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods are compact, pedestrian friendly, and
mixed use with many activities of daily life available
within walking distance. New development should
help repair existing neighborhoods or create new ones
and should not take the form of isolated projects (3).

Diversity

Provide a broad range of housing types and price
levels to bring people of diverse ages, races, and
incomes into daily interaction—strengthening the
personal and civic bonds essential to an authentic
community (4).

Economic Opportunity

The design of neighborhood development should
accommodate management techniques and scales of
construction that can be contracted to local and
minority businesses. (5, 6)
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Local Architectural Character

The image and character of new development
should respond to the best traditions of residential
and mixed-use architecture in the area. (7)

Safety and Civic Engagement

The relationship of buildings and streets should enable
neighbors to create a safe and stable neighborhood by
providing "eyes on the street” and should encourage
interaction and community identity. Provide a clear
definition of public and private realms through block
and street design that responds to local traditions. (8)
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Citywide and Regional Connections
Neighborhoods should be connected to regional pat-
terns of transportation and land use, to open space
and to natural systems (9).

Streets

The primary task of all urban architecture and land-
scape design is the physical definition of streets and
public spaces as places of shared use. Neighborhoods
should have an interconnected network of streets and
public open spac (10).

Public Open Space

The interconnected network of streets and public
open space should provide opportunities for recre-
ation and appropriate settings for civic buildings (11).

Mixed Use

Promote the creation of mixed use neighborhoods
that support the functions of daily life: living, retail,
employment, recreation and civic and educational

institutions (12).
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Citizen and Community Involvement

Engage residents, neighbors, civic leaders,
politicians, bureaucrats, developers and Jocal
institutions throughout the process of designing
change for neighborhoods (13).

Design Codes

The economic health and harmonious evolution of
neighborhoods can be improved through graphic
urban design codes that serve as predictable guides
forchange (14).
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Dwelling as Mirror of Self
Recognize the dwelling as the basic element of a
neighborhood and as the key to self esteemn and com-
munity pride. This includes the clear definition of out-
door space for each dwelling by providing porches,
frontlawns and back yards where appropriate (15).

Accessibility

Buildings should be designed to be accessible and
visitable whife respecting the traditional urban fabric
(16,17, 18).
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