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S y m p o s i u m :  C o g n i t i v e S c i e n c e E d u c a t i o n 

Andre w Broo k (abrook@ccs.carleton.ca) ,  Organize r 
Director ,  Institut e o f  Interdisciplinar y Studies ,  221 7 Dunto n Towe r 

Carleto n Universit y 
Ottawa ,  ON ,  KI S 5B 6 C A N A DA 

Janet Kolodner 
Colleg e o f  Computing ,  Georg e Institut e o f  Technolog y 

Atlanta ,  G A 3033 2 U S A 

Paul Thagard 

Dept  o f  Philosophy ,  Universit y o f  Waterlo o 

Waterloo ,  O N N2 L 3G 1 C A N A DA 

Michael Ranney 

Graduat e Schoo l  o f  Education ,  465 5 Tolma n Hal l 

Universit y o f  Californi a 

Berkeley ,  C A 94720-167 0 U S A 

Sean 6 Nuallain 

School  o f  Computin g Applications ,  Dubli n Cit y Universit y 

Dubli n 9 ,  IRELAN D 

Abstrac t 

As is well known, teaching cognitive science presents some 
specia l  challenges ,  whethe r  t o undergraduate s o r  t o graduat e 
students .  I n thi s symposium ,  w e ai m t o explor e som e o f  th e 
problem s tha t  teachin g cognitiv e scienc e present s i n th e 
class -  o r  senmia r  roo m an d identif y som e o f  th e specia l 
opportunities . 

Andrew Brook 

Andre w Broo k wil l  focu s o n identifyin g som e o f  th e 
problem s tha t  w e ar e face d wit h whe n w e se t  ou t  t o teac h 
cognitiv e scienc e t o undergraduate s an d mak e ne w 
cognitiv e scientist s ou t  o f  graduat e students .  On e notabl e 
proble m i s tha t  eve n th e meanin g o f  ke y term s varie s acros s 
th e cognitiv e disciplines ,  representation' ,  goal '  an d 
action '  bein g thre e importan t  examples . 

Janet Kolodner 

Janet  Kolodne r  wil l  tak e of f  fro m he r  widely-discusse d 
repor t  o n th e Cognitiv e Scienc e Educatio n Day ,  1994 ,  i n 
Atlanta .  Sh e wil l  follo w u p o n som e o f  th e issue s an d idea s 
raise d a t  tha t  meeting . 

Paul Thagard 

Paul  Thagar d wil l  identif y som e o f  th e problem s tha t  aris e 
fo r  interdisciplinar y educatio n i n cognitiv e science ,  an d 
discus s som e solution s base d o n unifyin g theme s suc h a s 
th e computational-representationa l  imderstandin g o f  mind . 

Michae l  R a n n e y 

Michae l  Ranne y wil l  discus s th e challenge s o f  (a )  bringin g 
coherenc e t o what ,  whe n implemente d poorly ,  ca n strik e 
student s a s jus t  "discipline s o n parade,"an d (b )  balancin g 
th e hyperbol e o f  strikin g ne w aspect s o f  cognitiv e scienc e 
wit h th e sometime s glacia l  pac e o f  fimdamenta l  progres s o n 
even primitiv e notion s (e.g. ,  wha t  "similarity "  is) . 

Sean 6 Nuallain 

Ther e ha s bee n a  hug e growt h i n wor k o n cognitio n an d 
computatio n i n Irelan d recently ,  bot h i n universitie s an d i n 
th e privat e sector .  Dubli n Cit y Universit y ha s bee n a t  th e 
forefron t  o f  a  lo t  o f  thi s work .  Sea n 6  Nuallai n wil l  brin g 
us u p t o dat e o n wha t  ha s bee n happening . 

Discussion 

One o f  th e mos t  interestin g an d successfu l  feature s o f  th e 
Cognitiv e Scienc e Educatio n Da y i n Atlant a i n 199 4 wa s 
th e rich  an d wide-rangin g discussio n tha t  followe d th e 
forma l  presentations .  I t  i s  ou r  intentio n t o kee p th e forma l 
presentation s brief ,  usin g the m t o identit y an d introduc e 
issue s rathe r  tha n t o trea t  the m thoroughly ,  an d t o leav e a s 
much tim e a s possibl e fo r  dialogu e t o tak e roo t  an d gro w 
agai n i n Madison ,  Wisconsin ,  i n 1998 ! 
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