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Symphony No.1

"A Dragon from the East"



The dragon soldiers are on their way to the battlefield and they are ready to fight.

They are brave and full of courage.

The long battle makes the soldiers start missing their homes and families. They are

having trouble keeping their courage and strength.

The soldiers calmed down and they encouraged each other. (woodwind imitations)

They are planning out for the very last battle; it will be a hard one, but victory is

not faraway. (piano solo)

Filled with courage, wisdom, as well as their families and country in their heart,

the soldiers went on the last battle.
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Symphony No.1

"A Dragon from the East"

Yiran Zhao

  2018.11



2

II

"The Beauty"

Instrumentation

Flute 1,2/Piccolo

Oboe 1,2

Clarinet in B-flat 1,2

Bassoon 1,2

Horn in F 1,2,3

Trumpet in B-flat 1,2,3

Trombone 1,2

Tuba

Timpani

Peng Bells (or Triangle)

Gong (or Bass Drum)

Cymbals

Wood Block

Tubular Bells (Chimes) 

Glockenspiel (Orch. Bells)

Marimba (or Piano)

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Cello

Contrabass

After the long war, the dragon soldiers gained victory and they are on their way back to the military

camp.

They see the beautiful country with mountains full of trees and rivers.

They celebrate their victory together, banging cymbals, singing and dancing. They also couldn't wait

to get the prizes from the army and make their families proud of them.

Joy surfeited turns to sorrow. Some soldiers suddenly thought of their families that are waiting for

them and the soldiers looked at the stars and felt homesick.

They went on a faster journey home, wanting to see their families eagerly, still surrounded by the

beauty.
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III

"The Judgement"

Instrumentation

The soldiers came back to the military camp, but some commanders were told that not all the

soldiers were loyal to the dragon and the country, so they set up judgements for every soldier.

All the authorities came to the judgement. Then, suddenly some enemies from outside invaded the

military camp and the soldiers started fighting them.

The commanders realized how faithful the soldiers were, but some people were still not convinced

that all of them deserved the praise. The commanders were fighting each other and debating. Some

people (the 5/4 motive) said some soldiers were from the families with traitors' background, and

some people (the contrasting lyrical section in between the 5/4 motive) said they should only be

judged based on what they contributed to the war, not on their backgrounds.

It was not easy for the soldiers that were accused to be finally awarded with the same praise as

others. But in the end they proved themselves with their deeds. Complicated feelings filled their

hearts, and they couldn't wait to go back home to see their families.
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Symphony No.1

"A Dragon from the East"

Yiran Zhao

2019.4



2

Flute 1,2

Oboe 1,2

Clarinet in B-flat 1,2

Bassoon 1,2

Horn in F 1,2,3

Trumpet in B-flat 1,2

Trombone 1,2

Tuba

Timpani

Triangle

Cymbals

Tubular Bells (Chimes) 

Glockenspiel (Orch. Bells)

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Cello

Contrabass

IV

"The Comeback"

Instrumentation

The proud dragon soldiers received the prizes they deserved and they went back to the village.

Everyone in the village, all the soldiers' family and friends, came to see them. People gathered from

everywhere and they were celebrating. People were happy, but everyone was full of tears.

The dragon soldiers brought peace to the country, and also made their hometown a proud village.

They were proud to call themselves "the descendents of the Dragon"------The Dragon Soldiers.

The village was in peace ever after.
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Flute 1

Flute 2
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