UC Irvine
ICLEI - International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives

Title
California City Restricts CFC Use, Production

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/3pg9k86q9

Author
Whalen, Patrick

Publication Date
2019-12-20

Copyright Information
This work is made available under the terms of a Creative Commons Attribution License, availalbe at
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Diqgital Library

University of California


https://escholarship.org/uc/item/3pq9k86g
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/

The %Uu%ﬁyiJ

THURSDAY. JULY 20, 1989

Proes Moy Vary s Wrenispede ’
My tvagasdit 1a W hhingion 1hee B mm A2 2‘

Sections
A NewsiEditorials
. . I A L4 B MetrorQObituapies
. C SpontaComies:Classified
E D StylesTelevision

F Business
Innde: The Weekly, Washingion How
Detutied index on Poge A2

.}

California City Restricts CI'G Use, Production

By Patrick Whalen

Special lo The Washington Post

LOS ANGELES, July 19—The

city of Irvine, in a move applauded by
environmentalists and denounced by
some manufacturers, has approved
what is thought to be the nation's
most comprehensive ordinance re-
stricting the use of chlorolluorocar-
bons and other compounds known to
deplete Earth’s ozone layer.
« The ordinance, approved 4 to 1
Tuesday night by the City Council,
will affect producers or users of
CFC's in lrvine, a planned comni-
nity about 55 miles south of Los An-
geles that is home to nuny higpth-
technology industries. Irvine Mayor
Larry Agran predicts many jurisdic-
tions will follow Irvine's example.

Agran, the driving force hehind
the ordinance, said that 400 to H00
of Irvine’s 5,000 husinesses—lrom
fast-food packagers to air conditioner

servicing companies and computer
manufacturers—will have to change
their ways. The act will take effect
next July 1.

Calitornia contributes 5 percent of
global CFC emissions, which total
about 130 million pounds per year,

according to Kate Wade of the non-

profit advocacy group Citizens for a
Better Environment. Agran said Ir-
vine's annual contribution is about
500,000 pounds.

Todd Nicholson, president of the
Industrial League of Orange County,
a group representing more than 900
companies, predicted that the city
will receive "a great number of ap-
plications for exemptions.”

Agran pursued the ordinanee with-
out the ususal formation of an advi-
sory council to address issues raised
by citizens and industry, Nicholson
srid, “We're disappointed that the
mayor pushed this through wilhout
more consultation,” he added.

“Major municipalities are going to
be taking action well ahiead of nation-
al and international leadership on the
depletion of the ozone layer,” Agran
said. He said the Center for Innova-
tive Diplomacy, which he directs,
will host a conlerence on the issue
this weekend in Irvine for mayors

and other local leaders.

~ Manufacturers using the listed .
compounds for drugs,. medical de-

vices and military applications will be
exempt from the ordinance in com-
pliance with federal regulations,
Agran said.

Industry and manufacturing lead-
ers said the measure will hobble in-
ternational efforts alrcady under way
to limit the use of CFCs and will
make survival tougher for small busi-
nesses that use the compounds. Re-
sponding to that argument, Agran
said, “If we wait until.all these people
take action, we might as well kiss off

the future of the globe.”





