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Going Home

 《还乡》

Cheng Jin Koh

(2019)

for Bb Clarinet, Violin, Viola and Cello

Written for the 2019 Bowdoin International Music Festival Composers' Concert 

at the Bowdoin College Museum of Art
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NOTES:

Chinese contemporary artist Chen Yifei (1946 - 2005)'s oil painting "Going Home (Suzhou)" (1986) is a masterpiece 

combining elements of photographic realism and romanticism. It depicts a lone man on a boat gently cruising

his way home against a backdrop of Suzhou's beautiful water town. The lyrical cinematography and warm colors captured in the 

painting serve as the greatest impetus for my work, where I hope to create a calm ambience of nature comforting one's desire 

for a long-awaited reunion.  As a Yang Qin player, incorporating characteristics of Chinese music is a natural tendency for me 

when such a clear cultural stimulus is involved, and these elements are mainly melodic embellishment and horizontal motion of 

harmony. The lullaby-like section in the middle is a direct portrayal of the waters pulsating beneath the boat, lovingly ushering

him along the way towards familiar faces and loves. Accompanying him are emotions of hope, sweet longing as well as desperation. 
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