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The Cibola Project
Editing the Documents of the Hispanic Southwest in the 16™ and 17" Centuries

November 1, 2008 (updated June 25, 2010; January 18, 2015)

The Cibola Project addresses two fundamental and interrelated issues that concern scholarship
about the Spanish exploration and settlement of Southwest in the colonial era (16th-18th centuries):
the accessibility of the documentary record that grew out of the Spanish presence in the region and
the authenticity of the publications based on that record.

Accessibility: (1) vast numbers of the Spanish documents relevant to the colonial history of the
Southwest have never been published in any form, and must be consulted in archives and libraries;
(2) of those that have been published, the great majority have appeared only in English translation.

The Cibola Project is designed to make the texts of the most vitally interesting documents readily
available in Spanish to a broad readership. We provide paleographic transcriptions of the
documents and, when feasible, facsimile reproductions. Comprehension of the contents of the
documents is facilitated by means of detailed introductions and commentaries, as well as by a
grammatical and lexical data base that supply information about variant spellings, archaic and
unfamiliar constructions, outdated and specialized word meanings, with references to the same
forms or words in other contemporary documents. The documents are further elucidated by an
abundant use of illustrative material, i.e., maps, photographs, diagrams, and sketches, as well as
indices of personal and place names liked to onomastic data bases. The editions of the documents
and related materials appear in print and in electronic form; the online documentary collection can
be seen at https://escholarship.org/uc/search?entity=rcrs_ias_ucb_cibola. For details of past and
ongoing editorial projects, consult “The Cibola Project: A Brief Historical Account” in the special
issue of Romance Philology (vol. 67, Fall 2013) devoted to the Cibola Project, in memory of the late
lamented Maureen Ahern, as well as “The Cibola Project: Progress Report #7,”
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/6g50g2vn.

Authenticity: (1) the translations into English of Spanish documents are frequently incomplete and
inaccurate, with major distortions of the meaning of the originals; (2) the limited number of editions
of documents that have been published in Spanish are with rare exceptions remarkably defective,
marred by often crude misreadings, and in no way meet even minimal standards of textual integrity.
Authors of the secondary literature devoted to the colonial Southwest have often been seriously
misled by the textual inaccuracies of the translations and editions they relied upon. The Cibola
Project produces editions of the most rigorous textual integrity; when adviseable, new translations
are provided for readers unable to read the texts in Spanish.
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