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Introduction

France's long colonial past, and the possession of overseas territories, has meant that there is a wealth of print materials

that were produced by the French colonial administrators, colonists and those whom they ruled. One of the print artifacts
of Colonial rule is the collection of newspapers and periodicals that were published by the French in the colonies. These
materials serve as a testimony to the complex processes of colonization, dominance sometimes hegemonic or sometimes

without hegemony, acculturation and partial assimilation of the French ideas by some of those whom they ruled (2] The

construct of France as the civilizing entity has been examined in the several works by various scholars.[3114] Post-colonial
theorists have pored over various archival documents of the territories that France once held and were defined as overseas
territories of France. These territories were not contiguous with geographic France and their possession thus "dislocated
France" out of its European boundaries and implanted it on various continents like Africa, the Americas and Asia.

In the case of the French colonial experience in South Asia, French India remained the last colonial outpost in India, from
1668 until 1954, where France transferred these territories to India's de facto control. And in 1962, French India finally
ceased to exist with the ratification of a treaty. While the French colonial experience in India was interrupted on several
occasions due to the British interregnum in French territories, the historical continuity is well described in works by

several authors including Malleson, 3] Kennedy, %! and others.[”] Newspapers and journals were produced to be consumed
immediately by those who lived in the colonies with a finite time-span for their circulation in mind. However, these
French periodicals serve as a print documentary record of the time.
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These historical newspapers and periodicals are often used as primary source materials by undergraduates, graduate
students and scholars in their academic research. While these newspapers and periodicals serve as a rich trove of
information about the society as it existed in a particular time period, access to these historical periodicals is problematic.
In North American settings, issues pertaining to library access to these periodicals if these are from the non-English
speaking world is further complicated as often these are perceived as high-value, low-use-specific print materials. Not all
academic libraries have rich collections of Francophone Studies, or if they have had historically rich collections, in the
current era of the structural economic changes within the library milieu that is compounded by the rising costs of
continuations, not all libraries can afford to collect, organize and disseminate these as individual titles or as a group. In
some cases, these periodicals can be considered to be a part of special collections, thus further access to them becomes
restrictive. The imagery of France as it was portrayed in these periodicals, the one that civilized the Orient, the one that
shared French values with the natives through the process of Francization and the one that considered its overseas
territories as a part of the Metropole, thus acquires a special interest in light of limited access to these materials. However,
current advances in digital technologies along with the National Library of France's commitment to Open Access and its
goal of emphasizing access to these colonial-era publications become important factors that help us locate France overseas
through these periodicals.

In this article, I have tried to answer the following questions:

1. What were some of the periodicals that were published in French India?

2. How many of these titles are available in North American libraries in digital format?

3. What are the periodicals of French India that are digitally available to its users along the open-access model?

Scope and Limitations

This article is a preliminary survey of the periodicals of French India that are currently available along the principles of
Open Access in various repositories in France and the United States. The searches that were done in the catalog of the
National Library of France as well as in the Hathi Trust Digital Library have their inherent limitations as searching for
these bibliographic records in itself is nuanced due to several factors. First, the way the languages of publication are
currently coded did not allow me to search for the bilingual periodicals. Secondly, not all publications of French India can
be found digitally. This article does not gauge the impact of French colonization of South Asia through the lens of
historians. Due to the limitation of the scope, I was not able to carry out a detailed subject analysis of each of these
periodicals. I was not able to also see the percentage of periodicals that were published privately in French India vs. those
that were published by the Colonial government.

Literature Review

Sources on the periodicals of French India remain limited as not much has been written about them. In the large scheme of
French Colonial administrative politics, their Indian possessions had relatively minor importance. One of the key sources
that deals with the printed materials of French India remains Henry Scholberg and Emmanuel Divien’s Bibliographie des

Frangais dans I'Inde that was published in 1973.18] The other source that allows us to triangulate the findings of Scholberg

and Divien is Inventaire des anciennes archives de l'inde frangaise.[9]

On the other hand, the Open Access policy of the European Union of which France is a constituent doesn’t spell out
specific OA mandates for the Colonial era periodicals. A recent EU publication entitled, “Guidelines to the Rules on Open
Access to Scientific Publications and Open Access to Research Data in Horizon 2020,” defines OA as follows:

Open access (OA) can be defined as the practice of providing on-line access to scientific information that is
free of charge to the user and that is re-usable. In the context of R&D, open access to 'scientific information'
refers to two main categories: Peer-reviewed scientific publications (primarily research articles published in
academic journals) Scientific research data: data underlying publications and/or other data (such as curated

but unpublished datasets or raw data.” [10]
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Since the EU OA policy, does not specifically mandate making available historical European periodicals to wide
audiences, as these were produced in the colonial milieu, it is left to an individual member state and their national libraries
and archives to make these available.

Findings

There are two excellent readily available sources of information on French Colonial Archives. One is the Archives
nationales d’outre mer (http://www.archivesnationales.culture.gouv.fr/anom/en/) and its online database called
“Instruments de rechercrecherchéne (IREL-Anom)
(http://www.archivesnationales.culture.gouv.fr/anom/en/Recherches/IREL.html) ™. Its landing page is shown below.
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The landing page of IREL-ANOM.

However, for our research purposes, this archive falls short when it comes to indexing periodicals and newspapers of the
colonial era. If one conducts searches using multiple keywords like “L'Inde francaise”, “Etablissements francais dans
I'Inde” or “Pondichéry,” we only get limited results on the archival fonds as shown below.
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Results of searches on French India in IREL-ANOM database

Since none of the searches in the IREL-ANOM indicated any specific periodical title from French India, one thus relies on
the National Library of France (Bibliotheque nationale de France) and its catalog’s advanced search to locate these
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periodicals. I used the following limits for my first search.

Language= French, Country/ies of publication=France, India, Format of Print [tem=Periodical, Date of publishing=1700-
1954 and keyword= “Inde.” I used similar words for the following keywords: “L'Inde francaise”, “Etablissements frangais

dans I'Inde” or “Pondichéry”.

Lastly, the territory of French India was not contiguous. As the map below shows, French possessions were Pondicherry,
Karikal, Yanaon, Chandernagore, and Mahe. Thus, besides French, I also added languages like Bengali, Tamil, and

Malayalam to see if there are any other additional results.

By Produits du Lion Noir. France 1920s. [Public domain], via Wikimedia
Commons.[1%

The different results that I obtained are in the table below:

Tamil”

Eevword+Language's Resules
“Inde” +*French” 470
“Inde" + “French, Bengali, Malayalam, 111
Tamil"
| “Inde” + "Bengali, Malayalam, Tamil” 34
“Erablissemenis francaiz dems [nde” 11
“L'nde francaise "+ "French, Bengali, 17
Malayaiam, Tamil”

“Pondichéry” +"French, Bengali, Malayalam, | 70

Table 1: The distribution of results by keyword and language for the years 1700-
1954 for the publications of French India.[14]

Below is a screenshot of the results of my first search, which are described in Table 1 above. The table shows that the BnF
is a natural source for periodicals of French India. However, how many of these 470 are digitally available to the user
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along the OA model?
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The results of a search query in the BnF's catalog.

How many of these periodicals are contained within United States libraries remains another difficult task. To this end, I
used the Worldcat FirstSearch database, and I performed the following searches. To this end, I used, place of publications,
i.e., Pondichéry (Pondichery/ Pondicherry), Chandernagore, Karikal, and Mahe (Mah¢). In the table below, one sees the
distribution by the places of publication. For Mahe, there were no results, most of the time; one has to disambiguate the
place from the capital of Seychelles.

Y ear of Publication Place of Publication No, of Results
1700-1954 Pendicherry Pondichery 132
Chandemagore 2 (+2 outside of FT
Karkal 17 (+4 cutside of FI)
Mahe (Vahe) 0

Table 2: FirstSearch Results by places of publication in French India.

Below are the results as they appear in FirstSearch.
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The results from a Worldcat-FirstSearch search for Pondichéry.

I consulted two online resources in order to see if any of these periodicals were available in their digital fora. The first was
Gallica.fr (http://gallica.fr) , which the digital component of the BnF, and the second source was Hathi Trust. For Gallica, I
used the same previously used keywords to search as follows, “L'Inde frangaise”, “Etablissements francais dans I'Inde” or
“Pondichéry”. Also, Gallica's holdings can be searched effectively in the General Catalog of the BnF.

The search string and the limits were kept the same as these were in the previous searches within the BnF. For example, if
one searches in Gallica for Pondichery/ Pondichéry as a keyword, with India as the place for publication, for the years

from 1700 to 1954, and the format equals periodicals, we see that there are 20 digital surrogates of these periodicals as
shown below.
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Digitized French India periodicals in Gallica.

If one highlights one of the periodicals, one gets further bibliographic details.
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L'Echo de Pondichéry. Journal politique, commercial et littéraire. Paraissant le
dimanche - 1887-1887

However, the BnF's general catalog did not allow me to directly link to the digital images of the issues of the periodical.

To this end, I had to search again in Gallica's separate catalog. And I was able to access the digital surrogates of "L'Echo
de Pondichéry."
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L'Echo de Pondichéry

The results of searches of my findings are shown below.

Kc_n\'ﬁ:d. Number of Trems
Pagdichery 23
Linde Feneaise 14
Erablissementy frangais dang Ulnde &
Tatal 40

Table 3: The results of a keyword search in BnF's general
catalog by keyword terms that are part of Gallica's
holdings.
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While French India's early periodicals were part of a governmental program to document legislative acts, local regulations,
and news from the Metropole, they acquire a special importance for the researchers of Early French colonization of India.
Thus, I wanted to see how many of these governmental periodicals of French India are available online. I was able to
locate the following governmental as shown in the table 4 below.

Yearsof
b No.of
Tile Penod ls’:’:tr Issues | Frequency
avalabie
on-line
Campi admnkiratll des recedes of
des. cépenzes o Sepvice Jocal porr
Tevercice. Comple ampror of cakse | 1930-1942 | 19311937 |7 Ammual
die péserie (EnblEsomens francals
e [ indal
Budpet des MCRTNG F 087 dRERTLEs T355-1559,
powr [emercks . (Eizbiosemang 1838-1953 | 1877-137%, | 50 Amusl
T dans Dingde. Service Jocall 1596-1938
Campn achitiel path’ s retenes & TERTL150,
der dinener de Mexercice 13771857 | Ie4.1923, | 38 nE
ik ement Favgok doe Dy 19231930
Zrot e chvelappament det recaltes
i 1357, 1859,

o des dépenses de Favercice
1877-1877 | 1968-1571, | 11 n'a

{Efabimramens francat does Ml e
1873187

Serview baeal)

T T he# - P 3 14 ! .
Eulietin g [friirasiian primaing de 18 1804 bEes
Exabllzsmens, fhanpak dans s i

Lo Yoritewr qficiel des

e semmd Sanpak do Clnde
Journal gfminkratl ndiciaie
commmercial of Sraing

1850:1863 | 1881-1895 | 1284 | Bi-wesddy

Weekdy,
Jonrrnd gficiel dee fabliiemin :
! 3 - 1854-1942 | 1394-1937 | 4007 | smdthen be-
Frampais dams Linde
w-:qH:.'
1579, 1584,
Dikcowrs Fromoncé a Fomvernure o 1885 0
Concell geméral par e posverner. 1greioan | ‘_‘ 3 arregular
Eublisraments framgalc de Clnde s
1583

Table 4: Government periodicals of French India in
Gallica.

Hathi Trust Digital Library and French India periodicals

Hathi Trust is an important North American repository and its self-description is as follows, "HathiTrust is a partnership of
major research institutions and libraries working to ensure that the cultural record is preserved and accessible long into the
future. The mission of HathiTrust is to contribute to research, scholarship, and the common good by collaboratively
collecting, organizing, preserving, communicating, and sharing the record of human knowledge. There are more than 120

partners (https://www.hathitrust.org/community) in HathiTrust, and membership is open to institutions worldwide."[!3]
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One can access the digital surrogates of the French India periodicals in Hathi Trust under the Open Access model.
However, one of the limitations of Hathi Trust is that it doesn’t allow for searching by place of publication. I repeated the
same three keyword searches, with the same time limits for the publication, languages and formats of the item. The 60
results that I received are indicated below. For 32 out of these 60 hits, we see that the author is French India.

e W AR BT AdAn

Periodicals of French India in Hathi Trust. Keyword used was Pondichéry.

For the keyword term, "L 'Inde francaise," I got the same 60 hits and for "Etablissements francais dans I'Inde," T got 78

results.
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Results for the keyword search, "Etablissements frangais dans I'Inde," in Hathi
Trust.

Discussion and Final Analysis

In this very basic survey of issues that surround access to periodicals of French India, I have provided some insights on

why these periodicals, as a testimony to Overseas France, are important. While, in general, due to the introductory nature
of my article, I have tried to avoid issues like, how did the colonial press function? Did or it did not create this "imagined
https://wessweb.info/index.php/Locating_Overseas_France_(%22outre-mer%22)_through_Open_Access:The_Periodicals_of %22%C3%89%tablisse...  9/11
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community" of the Francized/Frenchified natives who in turn aspired to become like the ones who initially ruled them?[1€]

The picture of French colonial presence in South Asia remains extremely nuanced due to the relatively small sizes of these
French territories when compared to their British counterparts, and due to the general apathy toward their South Asian
possessions in the aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars.

In general, I have addressed the issues surrounding access to openly available digital surrogates of these periodicals. As
one can see from these arguments, there is a substantial portion of French India periodicals that are available digitally
under Open Access principles. These can be utilized by researchers, students and faculty members who are currently
working on Colonial France and French India.

Liladhar R. Pendse
Librarian for East European Collections, UC Berkeley Library
Lpendse@library.berkeley.edu (mailto:Lpendse@library.berkeley.edu)
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