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We Remember Jonathan O. Davis (1948-1990) 

Jonathan O. Davis and friend. 

JONATHAN O. DAVIS is remembered as a 
colleague, a friend, a good field partner, and 
most of all as an instigator. He made major 
contributions to archaeology, geology and 
paleoenvironmental studies in the Great Basin, 
focusing much of his attention on the Humboldt 
River basin. His output was prodigious for a 
career so short: 46 scientific papers published, 
31 technical reports prepared, and 14 papers 
presented at professional meetings. 

We remember him as much, perhaps more, 
for being a self-declared gadfly—an instigator of 
new projects to explore new ideas. He pushed 
his colleagues to stay abreast of the latest re­
search technology. The breadth of his interests 
is shown by his own list of research, scholarly 
or creative effort in progress at the time of his 
death; 

. . . applications of remote sensing in ar­
chaeology; use of Thematic Mapper data to map 
proportions of pinyon and juniper, and . . . [of] 

distinctive lithic raw materials on the 
ground. 

Continuing research at Summer 
Lake, Oregon, into stratigraphy, tephro-
chronology, and global climate change, with 
collaborators in geophysics, structure and 
tectonics, and paleontology. 

Response of natural aerosol levels 
to local and global climate change; role of 
aerosol deposition in desert depositional 
systems. 

Geologic mapping of Quaternary 
sediments . . . [in Humboldt and Washoe 
Counties]; investigation of timing and 
amount of tectonic deformation through 
Quaternary time. 

Geology and archaeology of latest 
Pleistocene and early Holocene environ­
ments in the Black Rock Desert . . . 

Thermoluminescence dating of mid-
Pleistocene tephra from pluvial lake beds in 
Oregon and Nevada . . . 

Like many of us, Jonathan was happiest 
doing field work. I like to remember flying in 
a small plane over stretches of the Humboldt 
River, loading film, while Jonathan leaned out 
the side of the plane to take roll after roll of 
color slides. There was never enough: crews 
could never move enough dirt, backhoe trenches 
were never long enough or deep enough. And 
when a day's work was done, he was good 
company. We miss him very much. 

Mary Rusco 
P.O. Box 8947 

Reno, Nevada 89507 



JOURNAL OF CALIFORNIA AND GREAT BASIN ANTHROPOLOGY 

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF J. O. DAVIS 

Davis, J. O. 
1971 Paleoclimatic Record from a Talus near 

Wenatchee, Washington. Paper pre­
sented at the Northwest Scientific 
Association and the Idaho Academy of 
Sciences in joint session, Moscow, Idaho. 

1972 Geology of Archaeological Sites at Steam­
boat Springs, Washoe County, Nevada. 
Paper presented at the Southwestern An­
thropological Society and the Society for 
California Archaeology in joint session, 
Long Beach. 

1974 Last Supper Cave: Geochronology of 
Parman Points. Paper presented at the 
Great Basin Anthropological Conference, 
Carson City. 

1976 Late Quaternary Volcanic Ash Chron­
ology in the Lake Lahontan Area. Paper 
presented at the Great Basin Anthro­
pological Conference, Las Vegas. 

1977 Nevada Radiocarbon Dates: Date Series 
from Trego Hot Springs, 26 PE118. 
Nevada Archaeological Survey Reporter 
10(1):12-13. 

1977 Nevada Radiocarbon Dates: Date Series 
from Two Sites in Long Valley and Cold 
Spring Valley, Near Reno, Nevada, 
Nevada Archaeological Survey Reporter 
10(4)8-9. 

1977 Nevada Radiocarbon Dates: Dates on 
Lake Lahontan. Nevada Archaeological 
Survey Reporter 10(5): 6-9. 

1977 Tephrostratigraphy of the Sehoo Forma­
tion, Lake Lahontan (abstract). Geo­
logical Society of America, Abstracts with 
Programs 9(7): 944-945. 

1977 Late Quaternary Tephrochronology in the 
Lake Lahontan Area (abstract). Geo­
logical Society of America, Abstracts with 
Programs 9(4):409-410. 

1978 Late Sehoo Discharge of the Humboldt 
River: Stratigraphic Archaeology at the 
North Valmy Power Plant, Humboldt 
County, Nevada (abstract). Geological 
Society of America, Abstracts with Pro­
grams 10(7):386. 

1980 The 18 May 1980 Mount St. Helens Ash 
Layer. Nevada Weather Watch, Northern 
Nevada and Southern Nevada Chapters. 
American Meteorological Society 5(3-
4):2-7. 

1982 Bits and Pieces: The Last 35,000 Years 
in the Lahontan Area. In: Man and En­
vironment in the Great Basin, David B. 
Madsen and James P. O'Connell, eds., 
pp. 53-75. Society for American Archae­
ology Papers No, 2. 

1983 Tephra Glass Hydration: Geothermo-
metry and Dating (abstract). Geological 
Society of America, Abstracts with 
Programs 15(5):389. 

1983 Sedimentary Facies and Paleoenviroimient 
at Gatecliff Shelter. In: The Archae­
ology of Monitor Valley 2: Gatecliff 
Shelter, by David H. Thomas, pp. 64-87, 
American Museum of Natural History 
Anthropological Papers 59(1). 

1983 Geologic Map of the Rye Patch Reservoir 
South Quadrangle, Nevada, Map 76. 
Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology, 
Mackay School of Mines, University of 
Nevada, Reno. 

1983 Level of Lake Lahontan during Deposi­
tion of the Trego Hot Springs Tephra 
About 23,400 Years Ago, Quaternary 
Research 19(3):312-314. 

1984 Tephra Hydration Rinds as Indicators of 
Age and Effective Hydration Tempera­
ture. In: Obsidian Studies in the Great 
Basin, Richard Hughes, ed,, pp, 91-101. 
Contributions to the University of Cali­
fornia Archaeological Research Facility 
Number 45. 

1984 Late Pleistocene and Recent Tephra 
Layers: Dating and Implications for 
Lacustrine Environments (abstract). Geo­
logical Society of America, Abstracts with 
Programs 16(6): 483. 

1985 Correlation of Late Quaternary Tephra 
Layers in a Long Pluvial Sequence near 
Summit Lake, Oregon, Quaternary Teph­
ra Layers in a Long Pluvial Sequence 
near Summer Lake, Oregon. Quaternary 
Research 23(l):38-53. 

1985 Sediments and Geological Setting of 
Hidden Cave. In: The Archaeology of 
Hidden Cave, Nevada, by David H. 
Thomas, pp. 80-103. American Museum 
of Natural History Anthropological Papers 
61(1). 

1987 Tephrochronology of Middle Pleistocene 
Lake Sediments in Kobeh Valley, Nevada: 
Implications for Neotectonics and Drain­
age History of the Central Great Basin 



JONATHAN O. DAVIS 

(abstract). Geological Society of Amer­
ica, Abstracts with Programs 19(6):370. 

1989 Archaeological Implications of Eolian 
Process in the Western Great Basin of 
North America (abstract). Geological 
Society of America, Abstracts with Pro­
grams 21(6):214, 

Chadwick, O. A,, and J. 0, Davis 
1988 Soil-Forming Intervals Caused by Eolian 

Sediment Pulses in the Lahontan Basin, 
Northwestern Nevada (abstract). Geologi­
cal Society of America, Abstracts with 
Programs 20(7): 207. 

1988 Late Quaternary Fine Sediment Flux in 
the Great Basin: Pedogenic, Climatic, 
and Stratigraphic Implications (abstract). 
Geological Society of America, Abstracts 
with Programs 20(7):207. 

1990 Soil-forming Intervals Caused by Eolian 
Sediment Pulses in the Lahontan Basin, 
Northwestern Nevada. Geology 18(3): 
243-246. 

Croes, D., and J. O. Davis 
1977 Computer Mapping of Idiosyncratic 

Basketry Techniques in the Prehistoric 
Ozette House, Cape Alava, Washington. 
In: The Individual in Prehistory, J. N. 
Hill and J. Gunn, eds., pp. 155-165. 
New York: Academic Press. 

Croes, D., J. O. Davis, and H. T. Irwin 
1974 The Use of Computer Graphics in Ar­

chaeology: A Case Study from the Ozette 
Site, Washington. Report of Investiga­
tions 52. Laboratory of Anthropology. 
Washington State University, Pullman. 

Dansie, A. J., J. O. Davis, and T. W. Stafford, Jr. 
1988 The Wizard's Beach Recession: Farm-

dalian Vertebrate Fauna Co-Occur with 
Early Holocene Artifacts. In: Early 
Human Occupation in Far Western North 
America: The Clovis-Archaic Interface, 
C. M. Aikens, J. A. Willig, and J. L. 
Fagan, eds., pp. 153-200. Nevada Stale 
Museum Anthropological Papers No. 21. 

Davis, J. O., J. Bard, and C. Busby 
1977 Stratigraphic Situation of North Fork 

Lithic Scatter (NV-Hu301). Nevada Ar­
chaeological Survey Reporter 10(1): 1-2. 

Davis, J. O., and R. G. Elston 
1972 New Stratigraphic Evidence of Late 

Quaternary Climatic Change from North­
western Nevada. In: Great Basin 
Cultural Ecology: A Symposium, Don D. 

Fowler, ed, pp. 43-55. Desert Research 
Institute Publications in the Social 
Sciences No. 8. 

1973 Geologic and Pedologic Chronology of 
Archaeological Sites in Northwestern 
Nevada. Paper presented at the annual 
meeting of the Society for American Ar­
chaeology, San Francisco. 

Davis, J. O., R. G. Elston, and G. Townsend 
1976 Coastal Geomorphology of the South 

Shore of Lake Tahoe: Suggestion of an 
Altithermal Lowstand. In: Holocene En­
vironmental Change in the Great Basin, 
R. G. Elston and P. Headrick, eds., pp. 
40-65. Nevada Archaeological Survey 
Research Paper No. 6. 

Davis, J. O., R. G. Elston, M. K. Rusco, and G. 
Townsend 

1974 Interim Archaeological Standards for 
Nevada. Report submitted to and adopted 
by the Executive Committee of the Neva­
da Archaeological Association meeting in 
Tonopah, December 15. 

Davis, J. O., W. N. Melhom, D. T. Trexler, and D. 
H. Thomas 

1983 Geology of Gatecliff Shelter: Physical 
Stratigraphy. In: The Archaeology of 
Monitor Valley 2: Gatecliff Shelter, by 
David H. Thomas, pp. 39-63. American 
Museum of Natural History Anthropolog­
ical Papers 59(1). 

Davis, J. O., M. A. Grady, C. B. Hansen, J. M. 
McEachem, and J. Munthe 

1978 An Inventory and Evaluation of the Cave 
Resources to be Impacted by the New 
Melones Reservoir Project, Calaveras and 
Tuolomne Counties, California. Assem­
bled by McEachem and Grady: Report to 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sac­
ramento District Office. Albuquerque: 
Adobe Press. 

Davis, J. O., and J. P. Green 
1976 Tephrochronology and Lithic Technology 

at Hidden Cave (NV-Ch-16), Churchill 
County, Nevada. Paper presented at the 
Great Basin Anthropological Conference, 
Las Vegas. 

1979 Late Quaternary Geology of Rye Patch 
Reservoir, Nevada. Paper presented at 
the American Association for the Ad­
vancement of Science, Pacific Division, 
Moscow, Idaho. 

1982 Tephra Hydration Rinds as Tools in 
Determination of Effective Hydration 



JOURNAL OF CALIFORNIA AND GREAT BASIN ANTHROPOLOGY 

Temperature (EHT) of Obsidian. Paper 
presented at the Great Basin Anthro­
pological Conference, Reno. 

1986 Two Early Holocene Stratified Sites in 
Northern Nevada. Paper presented at the 
annual meeting of the Society for 
American Archaeology, New Orleans. 

Davis, J. O., and G. Townsend 
1973 Computer Utilization in the Preparation of 

Block Diagrams. Paper presented at the 
Northwest Scientific Association, Walla 
Walla, Washington. 

Durand, S. R., and J. O. Davis 
1985 Archaeological Computer Applications 

with an IBM-PC. Advances in Computer 
Archaeology 2:21-38. 

Elston, R. G., and J. O. Davis 
1972 An Archaeological Investigation of the 

Steamboat Springs Locality, Washoe 
County, Nevada. Nevada Archaeological 
Survey Reporter 6(1):9-14. 

Elston, R. G., J. O. Davis, G. Townsend, C. 
Covington, and A. Levanthal 

1976 Archaeology in the Upper Canyon of the 
Truckee River, California. Presented at 
the Great Basin Anthropological Confer­
ence, Las Vegas. 

Fryxell, R., R. Mack, C. J. Smiley, and J. O. Davis 
1971 Tertiary Plant Fossils from a Late 

Pleistocene Kame Terrace Near Fruitland, 
Washington. Paper presented at the 
Northwest Scientific Association and the 
Idaho Academy of Sciences in joint ses­
sion, Moscow, Idaho. 

Lajoie, K. R., A. M. Sama-Wojcicki, S. W. 
Robinson, J. C. Liddicoat, and J. O. Davis 

1983 Late Pleistocene Stratigraphic Correlations 
and Lacustrine Histories in the Western 
Great Basin (abstract). Geological So­
ciety of America, Abstracts with Pro­
grams 15t5):300. 

Ludeman, W. W., L. E. Burton, and J. 0 . Davis 
n.d. The Soils of Laird Park: Their Cap­

abilities and Limitations in Respect to 
Their Use as a Public Park. Department 
of Agricultural Biochemistry and Soils, 
University of Idaho, Moscow. 

Morrison, R. B., and J. O. Davis 
1984a Quaternary Stratigraphy and Archaeology 

of the Lake Lahontan Area: A Re-Asses­
sment (Field Trip 13). In: Western 
Geological Excursions, J. Lintz, Jr., ed., 
pp. 252-281. Department of Geological 

Sciences, Mackay School of Mines, Reno 
1:252-281. 

1984b Supplementary Guidebook for Field Trip 
13: Quaternary Stratigraphy and Arch­
aeology of the Lake Lahontan Area. 
Reno: Desert Research Institute Social 
Sciences Center Technical Report 41. 

Negrini, R. M., J. O. Davis, and K. L, Verosub 
1981 Secular Variation during a 250,000 Year 

Interval in the Middle Pleistocene as 
Recorded by Lake Sediments in Northern 
Nevada (abstract), Eos 62(45):851. 

1985 Mono Lake Geomagnetic Excursion 
Found at Summer Lake, Oregon. Geo­
logy 12(ll):643-646. 

Negrini, R. M., K. L. Verosub, and J. O. Davis 
1988 The Middle to Late Pleistocene Geomag­

netic Field Recorded in Fine-grained Sedi­
ments from Summer Lake, Oregon, and 
Double Hot Springs, Nevada, U.S.A. 
Earth and Planetary Science Letters 
87:173-192. 

Pippin, L. C , and J. O. Davis 
1986 Long Pollen Record from Pluvial Lake 

Sediments at Summer Lake, Oregon. 
Geological Society of America, Abstracts 
with Programs 18(6):719. 

Rusco, M. K., and J. 0 . Davis 
1987 Studies in Archaeology, Geology, and 

Paleontology at Rye Patch Reservoir, 
Pershing County, Nevada. Nevada State 
Museum Anthropological Papers No. 20. 

Sama-Wojcicki, A. M., D. E. Champion, and J. O. 
Davis 

1983 Holocene Volcanism in the Conterminous 
United States and the Role of Silicic 
Volcanic Ashes in the Correlation of 
Latest-Pleistocene and Holocene Deposits. 
In; Late Quaternary Environments of the 
United States, vol. 2, S. C. Porter and H. 
E. Wright, Jr., eds., pp. 52-77. Min­
neapolis; University of Minnesota Press. 

Sama-Wojcicki, A. M., S. Shipley, R. B. Wain, D. 
Dzurisin,"W. H. Hays, J. O. Davis, S. H. Wood, 
and T. Bateridge 

1980 Areal Distribution, Thickness, and 
Volume of Downwind Ash from the May 
18, 1980 Eruption of Mount St. Helens. 
Open-file Report 80-1078. U.S. Geo­
logical Survey, Washington, D.C. 

Simpson, G. D., and J. O. Davis 
1989 Compressional Deformation of Late 

Pleistocene Pluvial Sediments in the 



JONATHAN O. DAVIS 

Northwestern Summer Lake Basin, South-
Central Oregon (abstract). Geological 
Society of America, Abstracts with Pro­
grams 21(5); 144. 

Verosub, K. L., and J. O. Davis 
1978 Paleomagnetism of a Dated Late Quater­

nary Sequence of Deep-Lake Clays from 

Lake Laliontan, Nevada (abstract). 
59(4):270. 

Eos 

Verosub, K. L., J. O. Davis, and S. Valastro, Jr. 
1980 A Paleomagnetic Record from Pyramid 

Lake, Nevada, and Its Implications for 
Proposed Geomagnetic Excursions. Earth 
and Planetary Sciences Letters 49:141-
148. 




