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INTRODUCTION: 
TEEN DRIVERS IN 
CALIFORNIA

TABLE 1
NUMBER OF FATAL/INJURY COLLISIONS  

PER 10,000 LICENSED DRIVERS, CALIFORNIA 2003
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ROOT CAUSES AND RISKS 
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DEMOGRAPHICS 
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! SEX: 
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DRIVING ENVIRONMENT

! NIGHTTIME DRIVING
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! ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE USE

! NON-USE OF SAFETY BELTS
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! SPEEDING AND DRIVING ERRORS
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BEST PRACTICE STRATEGIES 
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THE FOLLOWING INTERVENTION 
AREAS ARE DESCRIBED:

! ENFORCEMENT AND LEGISLATION

! GRADUATED DRIVER LICENSING (GDL) 

! REDUCING IMPAIRED DRIVING

! DRIVER EDUCATION

! INTEGRATING TECHNOLOGY WITH DRIVER EDUCATION

! PARENT INVOLVEMENT

! SCHOOL-BASED PREVENTION PROGRAMS

! YOUTH OUTREACH

! COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

! COALITION BUILDING
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AND LEGISLATION 

GRADUATED DRIVER LICENSING (GDL)

! TARGET RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ALCOHOL CONNECTED 
EMERGENCIES (TRACE)

! CALIFORNIA OFFICE OF 
TRAFFIC SAFETY SOBRIETY 
CHECKPOINT MINI-GRANT 
PROGRAM

! THE OCCUPANT 
PROTECTION SELECTIVE 
TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT 
PROGRAMS (STEPS)
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! ENSURING RESTRICTIONS OF GDL ARE ENFORCEABLE AND  
ARE ENFORCED
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! IMPROVE THE BEHIND-THE-WHEEL TESTING PROCESS
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CALIFORNIA GRADUATED DRIVER LICENSING (GDL)  
RESTRICTIONS FOR TEENS – VEHICLE CODE 12814.6 

GDL LICENSE TYPE AND CONDITIONS
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! COUNT VIOLATIONS OF GDL RESTRICTIONS AS POINTS

! STRENGTHEN CONSEQUENCES OF VIOLATIONS

! RESTRICT CELL PHONE USE AND EXTEND NIGHTTIME  
DRIVING RESTRICTION HOURS

REDUCING IMPAIRED DRIVING

DRIVER EDUCATION
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TECHNOLOGY-BASED 
PROGRAMS FOR TEENS: 

COMPUTER PROGRAMS:
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SIMULATORS:
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PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 

SCHOOL-BASED PREVENTION PROGRAMS
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YOUTH OUTREACH

COALITION BUILDING AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
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! ENFORCEMENT 

! MEDIA

! SCHOOLS 

! TRANSPORTATION ORGANIZATIONS (TAXI COMPANIES,  
TRANSIT, AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURERS)

! HEALTH GROUPS (PUBLIC HEALTH,  
CLINICAL/MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS)

! COURTS

! RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

! COMMUNITY-BASED YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS

! BUSINESSES (INSURANCE COMPANIES, RESTAURANTS,  
COMMUNITY BUSINESSES)

! SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
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APPENDIX 1:
BEST PRACTICES GUIDES 
ON RELATED TOPICS

GUIDE TO COMMUNITY PREVENTIVE SERVICES:  
SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

COMMUNITY HOW-TO GUIDES ON  
UNDERAGE DRINKING PREVENTION 

IMPLEMENTING BEST AND PROMISING PRACTICE,  
CENTER FOR SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION
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KANSAS UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY TOOL BOX: BEST PROCESSES AND 
PRACTICES THAT PROMOTE COMMUNITY CHANGE AND IMPROVEMENT

PREVENTING PROBLEMS RELATED TO ALCOHOL AVAILABILITY: 
ENVIRONMENTAL APPROACHES

STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESS: COMBATING JUVENILE DUI

GROWING ABSOLUTELY FANTASTIC YOUTH: A GUIDE TO BEST 
PRACTICES IN HEALTHY YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

DEVELOPING EFFECTIVE COALITIONS: AN EIGHT STEP GUIDE
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APPENDIX 2:
SAMPLE PROGRAMS 
IN CALIFORNIA
RESOURCES FOR YOUTH,  
PARENTS, AND EDUCATORS:

THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES

THE NATIONAL SAFETY CENTER FAMILY GUIDE 
TO TEEN DRIVER SAFETY

PROTECTING YOU/PROTECTING ME” MADD

PY/PM

PY/PM

COMMUNITY TRIALS INTERVENTION TO REDUCE HIGH-RISK 
DRINKING (RHRD)

RHRD

CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL START SMART 
PROGRAM

START SMART
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EVERY 15 MINUTES

ALIVE AT 25

ALIVE AT 25

DRIVING SKILLS FOR LIFE
FORD MOTOR COMPANY GOVERNORS HIGHWAY SAFETY 
ASSOCIATION DSFL

DRIVER’S EDGE
AAA

DRIVER’S EDGE NHTSA

TEEN-DASH FOR SAFETY DRIVESAFETY

TEEN-
DASH FOR SAFETY

2120



ROAD READY AAA
MADD NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL (NSC) ROAD READY
TEEN PARENT’S GUIDE STREETWISE STREETWISE

MADD DAIMLERCHRYSLER
BACKSTAGE PASS THE SPOT

FARMERS INSURANCE GROUP YOU’RE ESSENTIAL TO SAFETY 
PROGRAM (Y.E.S.) WRECKED

GEICO AUTO INSURANCE

METLIFE AUTO & HOME TEACHING YOUR TEEN TO 
DRIVE METLIFE

STEER CLEAR OF POT OFFICE OF NATIONAL 
DRUG CONTROL POLICY (ONDCP) 

GEICO AUTO INSURANCE

TOYOTA DRIVING EXPECTATIONS
NSC

CINGULAR WIRELESS BE SENSIBLE: DON’T DRIVE YOURSELF TO 
DISTRACTION
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PEER EDUCATION & OUTREACH PROGRAMS:

CALIFORNIA FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE

TEENWORK

TEENWORK

STUDENTS AGAINST DESTRUCTIVE DECISIONS

SADD
SADD

SADD
CONTRACT FOR LIFE

SADD

VOLKSWAGEN OF AMERICA, INC. SCHOLASTIC MARKETING PARTNERS
FASTEN YOUR SEAT BELT...GO FAR!

REGENERATE STATE FARM 
INSURANCE

REGENERATE

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY HEALTH SERVICES DEPARTMENT INJURY 
PREVENTION PROGRAM
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CALIFORNIA 
PEER COURT DUI INTERVENTION & PREVENTION STRATEGIES PROGRAM

OTS

YOUTH IN VIRGINIA SPEAK OUT (YOVASO) ABOUT TRAFFIC SAFETY

YOVASO
YOVASO

THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS FOR YOUTH SAFETY (NOYS)
RECORDING ARTISTS, ACTORS AND ATHLETES AGAINST DRUNK 

DRIVING (RADD) COALITION NHTSA
HBO FAMILY NOYS

SMASHED: TOXIC TALES OF TEENS AND ALCOHOL
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