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Kapanganakan, Pagtanda, Kamatayan

(Birth, Growth, Death)
For String Orchestra and Percussion

Ryle Nicole Q. Custodio



Program Notes:

Having been raised as a catholic, | have always thought that my life is a beautiful gift which |
should not take for granted. | was born because God had already planned out my existence, and |
have to actualize it in accordance to His will. | also believed that my life does not end after my
demise; there is a beautiful place in heaven where God has prepared a room for me after my time
on earth.

Although as | grow up and gain maturity, | challenged my own beliefs and reconcile them with
how life on earth actually works. | realized that life is not always beautiful. If anything, it is actually
extremely unforgiving, cruel and hostile. As | braved myself through the darkest days of my life, | also
realized that nobody will truly help me except myself. And most importantly, | have come into
conclusion that our human souls die together with our bodies, hence there is really no life after
death.

“Kapanganakan, Pagtanda, Kamatayan” tries to show various juxtapositions of the beauty and
pain life offers us. In this piece, | imagine a metaphorical human soul who at first did not even want
to be born into existence because of how hostile life is. The piece is divided into four parts,
representing the challenges faced by the soul starting from its conception, childhood, adulthood,
and imminent demise. Through the end of the piece, the soul contemplates whether the things it has
done and accomplished on earth really meant anything to anybody.

Estimated Duration: 20 minutes

Instrumentation:

Percussion 1 - Vibraphone (Vib.), Marimba (Mar.), Bass Drum (B.D.)

Percussion 2 - Bass Drum (B.D.), Temple Blocks (T.B.), Triangle (Tr.), Ching, Tam-tam (T.-t.),
Guiro (Gro.), Glockenspiel (Glk.), Chimes, Tubular Bells (Tub. Bells), Timpani (Timp.),
Suspended Cymbal (Sus. Cym.)

Violin 1.1

Violin 1.2

Violin 2.1

Violin 2.2

Viola 1

Viola 2

Violoncello 1

Violoncello 2

Double Bass






Percussion 1
(Vibraphone, Marimba,
Bass Drum)

Percussion 2

(Bass Drum, Temple Blocks,
Triangle, Ching, Tam-tam,
Guiro, Glockenspiel,

Chimes, Tubular Bells,
Timpani, Suspended Cymbal)

Violin 1.1

Violin 1.2

Violin 2.1

Violin 2.2

Viola 1

Viola 2

Violoncello 1

Violoncello 2

Double Bass

Kapanganakan, Pagtanda, Komatayan

J=65
(Vibraphone)

(Birth, Growth, Death)

For String Orchestra and Percussion
Estimated Duration: 20 minutes

Ryle Nicole Q. Custodio
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