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North Campus Open Space Restoration Project

  August 2018

Composite aerial image of NCOS on August 7 by Bill Dewey. Note that almost the entire primary trail is visible.

UPDATES

United Way Day of Caring - September 15th
 

     Saturday, September 15th
    9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

This year's United Way Day of Caring features the North Campus Open Space Restoration Project! Mark
your calendar and sign-up with the UCSB Team for planting at NCOS, 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM, Saturday,

September 15th. Sign up by September 7th to receive a free Day of Caring t-shirt and a UCSB baseball
cap (donated by the UCSB Bookstore)!

Planted plants aplenty, and plenty more to come
After focusing on controlling weeds in May and June, restoration efforts returned to planting in July. You

may recall that the landmark of 100,000 plants installed was reached in April. As of July 31, this number

has grown to more than 146,000. More than 32,000 plants were installed in July alone, equating to more

than 1,000 plants planted per day! In addition, since last September, 137 saplings of native oak, willow,

cottonwood, alder and sycamore trees have been planted by Your Children's Trees along the Whittier and

https://mailchi.mp/077c5260546c/newsletter-for-the-north-campus-open-space-restoration-project-514129?e=[UNIQID]
http://www.ia.ucsb.edu/uw/day-of-caring-signup.aspx
http://www.yourchildrenstrees.org/


Phelps Riparian areas.

The area planted at this point is approximately 39.8 acres, which is half of the total area to be planted!

Who is behind these numbers? - an average of 40 paid UCSB students per quarter working 10 - 20 hours

per week since last Fall, along with many more volunteers, and a dozen CCBER staff.

Map of NCOS habitats with the approximate area planted as of July 31st shaded in bright green.

"Gator Barn" Construction
The construction of a “Gator Barn” in the northeast corner of NCOS will begin this summer. The Gator

Barn will be used for storing and charging electric utility vehicles called Gators, which are green in color

but bear no other resemblance to the animal they're named after. The barn will also be used for the

storage of tools and a variety of equipment for management, monitoring and research.

A rendering (by Brett Ettinger of Ferguson Ettinger Architects, Inc.) of the "Gator Barn" to be constructed on NCOS.



As built Report with Before and After Photos
Interested in some of the details about the construction of NCOS? A report about the as-built grading and

hydrology of the restoration project site is now available on the UCSB Open Space Administration
website. The report includes before and after grading photos from several points around the site, such as

this pair below for example.

http://www.openspace.vcadmin.ucsb.edu/files/docs/NCOS_AsBuilt_Report_2018_FINAL.pdf


View west from the southeast corner of NCOS in April 2017 - before grading (top image), and in July 2018 (bottom image).

Second Saturday - August 11th!
Take part in an opportunity to get on the project site and help restore NCOS THIS SATURDAY - August
11th, 9:30 am. Meet at the parking lot on Whittier Drive at 9:30 am. Please RSVP to

ncos@ccber.ucsb.edu. See the Volunteer Opportunities section of this newsletter for more information.

Creek Week Tour - September 21st
As part of Santa Barbara County's 19th annual Creek Week, we will be hosting

a tour of NCOS on Friday, September 21, at 5:15 pm. The tour is open to the

public. Meet at the parking lot on Whittier Drive.

FEATURE STORY

What are you Curious About at NCOS?

mailto:ncos@ccber.ucsb.edu
http://sbcreekweek.com/
http://sbcreekweek.com/


A draft version of one of the interpretive signs currently being designed for the visitor plaza and other areas of NCOS.

California State Parks has recently awarded a grant to CCBER for the construction of a Visitor Plaza at 
NCOS, along with an interpretive garden, viewpoint overlooks with benches, and a variety of interpretive 
signs. We would like to invite you to review some of our draft interpretive signs, and more!
This feature story is continued on page 11.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Second Saturdays at NCOS
SATURDAY - August 11th

Take part in an opportunity to get on the
project site and help restore NCOS. Meet at
6975 Whittier Drive at 9:30 am. Bring water,

sunscreen, and wear a hat, clothes and shoes
suitable for garden work. Please RSVP to

ncos@ccber.ucsb.edu

Group Volunteer Opportunities 

We gladly welcome local business, non-profit, school and other community groups to come out to
NCOS to help with planting and other activities. For more information, please send an email

to ncos@ccber.ucsb.edu.

mailto:ncos@ccber.ucsb.edu
mailto:ncos@ccber.ucsb.edu


Thursdays - CCBER Greenhouse
Associates

Come help transplant seedlings of native
plants with the CCBER team from 9:00 -
12:00. To join, please send an email to

ncos@ccber.ucsb.edu.

COMMUNITY FORUM & PHOTOS

This month's bird photos - Cooper's Hawk, Redtails and Owls oh my!
Local ornithologist, Mark Holmgren, captured the following shots of a juvenile Cooper's Hawk perched on
the railing of the new bridge crossing at Phelps Creek.

mailto:ncos@ccber.ucsb.edu




A motion detection camera caught a lot of action on a popular snag on NCOS last month, including a pair
of adult and juvenile Redtailed Hawks and Great-horned owls. These individuals were photographed on
the snag almost daily while the camera was deployed.

Have a plant, wildlife, or other photo of the NCOS project site you'd like to share? We welcome
submissions of photos of the project site and/or the adjacent Ellwood-Devereux area to share with NCOS
News readers. Please email a photo you would like to share along with a brief description to



ncos@ccber.ucsb.edu.

Bee Identification Workshop at CCBER
Learn how to identify the common species of native bees of California at a workshop hosted by CCBER 
and UCSB Extension in September. See flyer below for more details.

mailto:ncos@ccber.ucsb.edu
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Home » Blogs » Ryan Clark's blog

What are you curious about at NCOS?

California State Parks has recently awarded a grant to CCBER for the construction of a Visitor Plaza at NCOS, along with
an interpretive garden, viewpoint overlooks with benches, and a variety of interpretive signs. This grant comes just as
Granite, the bridge and trail contractor, is completing their work. The visitor plaza will include information panels, shade
and seating, and is designed to accommodate a wide range of users, including school groups, community members,
UCSB students and researchers, and tourists. Considering this diverse audience and that the NCOS project site is still
under construction, some of the signage is challenging to design due to the different interests of visitors and the likely
future changes in how the restored ecosystem will function for wildlife as the plants grow. Another challenge is that, despite
our familiarity with the goals and history of the project, we may not notice where there are missing links in the logic of
information or in the background material. Therefore, we would like to invite you, as future users of the site, to review some
of our draft interpretive signs, and to be involved in reviewing and developing signage and other interpretative features at
NCOS in the coming months.

The proposed sign themes include the following:

Plant communities

Wildlife

Hydrology

Land Use History

Climate change adaptation and Ecosystem benefits

Ethnobotany - primarily Chumash use of native plants

Site Maps and place names

Management and Use practices – hours, dogs, on-going management activities

Acknowledgement of funders and donors

You may have other ideas about what we should interpret or how we should display or present it, and we welcome those
questions and ideas. If you would like to participate, please contact us at ncos@ccber.ucsb.edu.

To get an idea of what some of the signs might look like when they're complete and set-up, have a look at this interactive
map that shows the locations of 20 of CCBER's interpretive signs around the UCSB campus that you can visit, along with
links to an image of each sign.

Below are images of some of the DRAFT signs with links that you can read and review. We hope you will participate in
helping make sure that our message is clear, and that the kind of questions different people may have will be answered in
a natural, fun and informative way.

Home News ▾ About ▾ UCSB Natural History Collections ▾ Ecological Restoration ▾ Data & Research ▾ Education ▾

mailto:ncos@ccber.ucsb.edu
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