UCLA

Contemporary Music Score Collection

Title
The flower mantis

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/35p326vi

Author
Koh, Cheng Jin

Publication Date
2020

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Diqital Library

University of California


https://escholarship.org/uc/item/35p326vt
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/

Chengjin Koh

The flower mantis

for violin, violoncello and Piano
(2020)

with thanks to the 2019 Juilliard Gena Raps Piano Chamber Prize






The flower mantis
PROGRAM NOTES

Hunting among ﬂowers, the flower mantis attracts its prey in the most discreetlg fatal manner.
With its beautiful Camouﬂage as &isguise, itis incredibig dangerous and easilg lures its prey into

irreversible and regrettable Peril.

The /ndolamantis a/iabo/ica, or the devil's flower mantis, is the largest of this species, and my
Projected imagjnation of its Preging activity treads the entire structure of the Piece.

Four consecutive Parts constitute the backbone of the music, namelg Bloom/hg, Sta/k/rg,
Warting and The Kil. In Bloom/hg, the flower mantis displags its colors quietlg but conﬁdentlg,
before it spots the enticed prey nearbg and follows its movements around it with all five of its

eyes in Sta/king. After moments of unsettling and irritated gestures Poured in a rather romantic

fashion, the mantis continues to lie Patientlg in wait, before Pouncing on the unsuspecting prey

and |oc‘<ing it down with its extreme19 strong, sPiked Forelegs. The eventual kill Proceecls faster
than all the Preparation involved, filled with a menacing, and relentless clisposi’cion Forgecl bg

strong rlﬁg’clﬁmic momentum andjogous ecstasg.

SPeciaI thanks to Ms. Gena RaPs for ignitingthe genesis of this Piano trio.
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