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PROGRAM NOTES

This composition utilizes the process of Spectral Analysis to generate its harmonic and melodic material.
Consisting of various combinations of registers and pipes, five organ samples were recorded into ProTools software and
then analyzed for their overtone content with Spear, spectral analysis software. By using conventional pitch-mapping
procedures, the most prominent overtone structures of the samples were converted into pitch structures, which
became the various types of sonorities used in the composition. In the course of the composition, these sonorities
were developed via more traditional transformation techniques, borrowed from both acoustic and electronic music
practice, such as transposition, inversion and retrograde, crossfading, interpolation, layering, and shading.

The form of the composition is loosely modeled on that of the traditional sonata form, though on a more
complex and integrated level. Parts 1 and 2 of the work can be compared to themes 1 and 2 of the sonata form. Part 3
is a Cadenza of sorts, the majority of which features the soloist with lighter orchestral accompaniment. Part 4
combines both the development and the recapitulation parts of the sonata form: it juxtaposes as well as repeats certain
portions of previous parts in a more developed and complex way. Part 5 of the work is a Coda, traditionally based on
the thematic material of part (or theme) 1.

This composition also utilizes a master-tempo (J = 72), which speeds up and slows down as the composition
progresses. Besides the obvious advantage of practicality in performance, this master tempo gives the composition
temporal coherence and flow, and serves as a connecting device between the parts and various thematic materials of
the composition.

Besides the obvious thematic connections, the soloist-orchestra relationship in this composition is also portrayed
via timbre. More specifically, their protagonist-antagonist relationship is portrayed through how well (or not) the
timbres of both agents blend together: in passages where both organ and orchestra employ similar timbres, their
relationship is positive; in passages where they employ different timbres, their relationship is negative. In order to

create this blend, a very specific organ registration was chosen for most passages of the composition.
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SOLOIST NOTES

1. For reasons outlined in the Program Notes, the registration of this composition has largely been pre-determined
by the composer. Undoubtedly, some of the registration may not be available on some instruments, in which
case the soloist may substitute registration, provided the substituting registration is close in timbre to the original

one.

2. Many passages of this composition require a very aggressive, percussive, toccata-like organ-playing, which entail
a lot of accented staccato playing. It is requested that the soloist exercise extra care when performing those, so
as not to become sluggish. If necessary, certain substitutions in registration may be done, to make the

instrument project better.

3. Part 3 of this composition features an extended technique for the organ, which simulates the effect of a sforgando.
The part that executes this effect is notated on single-line staves above or below the passages which it enhances,
and has a specific duration associated with it; some durations are longer, some are shorter. In order to execute
the effect correctly, the soloist is to pull out and then back in the required stop according to the duration of the

note. Thus, staccato sixteenth notes should sound much shorter than longer, tenuto ones.

CONDUCTOR NOTES

1. This score is notated in C: with the exception of octave-transposing instruments, all other instruments are

notated at concert pitch.

2. With the exception of the last section, this composition features a master-tempo (see program note above),
which speeds up and slows down as the composition progresses. In the event of any tempo adjustments, all
other tempos should be adjusted accordingly so as not to distort the temporal logic of the composition. Special

attention should be given to parts 1 and 5, where faster or slower tempos may cause the music to rush or slug.

3. Though not officially labeled as such, Part 3 of the composition should be treated as a Cadenza. Therefore, the
soloist should be given as much liberty with and control over the music as possible. If possible, this part should

be performed without conductor altogether, the latter only cueing the orchestra when necessary.
4. In order to achieve proper balance between the organ and the orchestra (especially in forze passages), it is

recommended that the numbers of stings in the orchestra be significantly larger than the minimum suggested. If

not possible, some adjustment in organ registration may be necessary, to avoid organ overtaking the orchestra.

v



INSTRUMENTATION

Flute (doubles Alto Flute and Piccolo)
Oboe (doubles English Horn)
Clarinet 1 in B-flat

Clarinet 2 in B-flat

Bassoon (with low A extension)

Horn in F
Trumpet in C

Trombone

2 Percussion

Harp

Grand piano

Solo Organ

Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola
Cello

Double Bass (with extensions or low C strings)

Percussion 1 Percussion 2
Vibraphone Marimba

Bass Drum Bass Drum
Tam-Tam Tam-Tam
Glockenspiel Tubular Bells
Wood Block (high) Tom-Tom (low)
Suspended Cymbal

Claves

* Duration: 24 minutes



LIST OF SYMBOLS

General
—_— Transformation from one state to another
R Phrase slur
— Niente: begin or end as quietly as possible
\/ Staccatissimo
A Short fermata
o Long fermata
trem. Tremolo
sim. Simile
sen. Sempre
solo The instrument is playing an important line and should be brought out
SOLO The instrument is playing the most important line; all other lines accompany that instrument
cluster The individual notes of these chords are not important as long as they are played within the given range
Winds
con sord. English Horn: insert a piece of cloth inside the bell
Brass: use type of mute as instructed
+ Flute, Clarinet: slap tongue

Horn: stopped note

Percussion, Harp, Piano

Lv. Let vibrate
+ Piano: dampen the string with one hand inside the piano, play with the other hand on the keys

Percussion: dead strokes

@ Harp: dampen all strings
Strings

s.p. Sul ponticello

5.1, Sul tasto

M1.5.. Molto sul ponticello
m.5.1. Molto sul tasto

ord. Ordinario

vib. Vibrato

div. Divisi

ric. Richochet

unis. Unison

gliss. Glissando

tutti All play

altri The rest of the section

b Snap (Bartok) pizzicato
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CONCERTO FOR ORGAN AND CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
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Sudden drop in tension, gradually build it back .
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Suddenly slower, but stil moving J
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bow the rim with Double Bass bow

=36

Initial tempo, absolutely no sense of pulse J
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PART 5

=72

Very steady, do not rush J
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A bit slower, colo residue J
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