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What are archives and why do they matter?
 Definitions – Archives

“a collection of historical documents or records providing 
information about a place, institution, or group of people” 

Society of American Archivists, 2018



Background on 
Symbolic 
Annihilation 
Courtesy of 
Michelle Caswell

“Where am I?”
Ontological: 

I am here

Representational 
Belonging

Epistemological: 
We are here

Social: 
We belong here



“Representational Belonging”

“If I didn’t define myself for myself, I would be crunched into other 
people’s fantasies for me and eaten alive.”    ~Audre Lorde



“I am here”
“My dad died…a little over a year ago. And the [oral history] 
interview that I did with him [for SAADA] was the only one that I 
did with him. And it's there. And that is a treasure to me […] So, 
for me personally, the value of the archive is profound. And I 
think that that may be true for a lot of people who suddenly are 
able to discover themselves, existing, being documented.”

-Unknown



“We were here”



“We belong here”

“Participating in UCI Stories helped me 
feel more a part of the UCI community 
and the mission of the university more 
than anything else has since I began my 
tenure.” 

    -Dr. Tiffany Willoughby-Herard



What are community archives?
“[...]independent grassroots efforts 
emerging from within communities to 
collect, preserve, and make accessible 
records documenting their own histories 
outside of mainstream archival 
institutions. These community-based 
archives serve as an alternative venue 
for communities to make collective 
decisions about what is of enduring 
value to them, to shape collective 
memory of their own pasts, and to control 
the means through which stories about 
their past are constructed.”

-Michelle Caswell



What might be considered community based 
archives?



UCI Libraries Southeast Asian Archive (est. 1987)

Documenting the histories of Cambodian, Laotian, Hmong and 
Vietnamese diasporic communities



Social Justice: bridging activism, ethnic studies, 
and community archives

To learn more see: 
https://special.lib.u
ci.edu/blog/2017/0
7/beginnings-activi
sm-department-asi
an-american-studie
s-uci 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B0p-qDrp4DG_d0dKSUxvWFM3b1E/preview
https://special.lib.uci.edu/blog/2017/07/beginnings-activism-department-asian-american-studies-uci
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Solidarity on campus documented in the University 
Archives

ESCAPE (Ethnic Students Coalition Against Prejudicial Education)
Cross Cultural Center records, 1993: 
https://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/kt967nd67n/ 

https://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/kt967nd67n/


Community-centered Archives
Community-centered archives come into being through collaborative 
partnerships between mainstream archival institutions and communities that 
are underrepresented in the historical record. The goal is to empower 
communities in the process of telling and preserving their own histories. In a 
community-centered archive partnership, archival institutions like the UCI 
Libraries Special Collections & Archives, Orange County & Southeast Asian 
Archive Center are:

● Attentive to historical inequities reflected in archives
● Responsive to the community’s needs
● Collaborative through shared authority
● Cognizant of the divergent priorities of communities 

https://ocseaa.lib.uci.edu/community_archives 

https://ocseaa.lib.uci.edu/community_archives
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Schedule an appointment Schedule an appointment Schedule an appointment

Thank you and stay safe!
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