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Retentio n o f  materia l  ove r  lon g period s o f  tim e ha s 
been studie d extensivel y b y Bahric k an d hi s associate s (e.g. , 
Bahrick ,  1984) .  Thes e studie s hav e generall y involve d 
discret e items ,  suc h a s foreig n languag e vocabulary ,  bu t 
hav e no t  investigate d verbati m retentio n o f  comple x 
material .  However ,  professiona l  actor s routinel y retai n 
comple x materia l  verbati m alon g wit h movemen t  pattern s 
whic h mus t  b e execute d wit h a  hig h degre e o f  precisio n du e 
t o constraint s impose d b y stag e lighting .  Anecdota l  evidenc e 
(e.g. ,  Noice ,  1992 )  suggest s tha t  actors '  verba l  retentio n i s 
usuall y aide d b y thes e movemen t  patterns .  Th e contributio n 
of  physica l  enactmen t  t o verba l  m e m o r y ha s bee n th e 
subjec t  o f  considerabl e recen t  inquir y (e.g. ,  Engelkamp , 
Zimmer ,  M o h r  &  Sellen ,  1994) ,  bu t  almos t  al l  suc h inquir y 
has involve d litera l  duplication s o f  th e to-be-remembere d 
verba l  material . 

The presentl y reporte d stud y investigate d th e 
interdependenc e o f  thes e tw o researc h area s b y studyin g long -
ter m verbati m retentio n b y professiona l  actor s an d th e 
contributio n o f  non-literal ,  enacte d movemen t  t o tha t 
retention . 

Thre e month s afte r  actor s ha d cease d performin g certai n 
role s (an d ha d learne d ne w one s i n th e interim) ,  th e actor s 
wer e teste d o n accurac y o f  recall ,  bot h whil e seate d an d 
movin g abou t  th e se t  a s the y di d durin g performance . 
Result s showe d tha t  retentio n o n th e first  recal l  tria l 
exceede d 8 5 % (word-for-wor d o r  withi n narrowl y define d 
limit s suc h a s substitutin g contraction s fo r  whol e verbs ) 

Furthermore,  i n thos e case s wher e actor s faile d t o recal l 
materia l  o n th e first  trial ,  the y remembere d 8 4 % o f  th e 
previousl y unrecalle d ide a unit s whe n aske d t o perfor m th e 
secon d tria l  movin g abou t  th e set ,  compare d t o rememberin g 
onl y 1 5 % o f  th e unrecalle d ide a unit s whe n bot h trial s wer e 
performe d sitting .  This ,  an d othe r  manipulations ,  rule d ou t 
th e possibilit y  tha t  th e facilitatio n wa s du e t o repeate d 
testing ,  a s i n th e well-know n hypermnesi a phenomenon . 

Follow-u p experiment s ar e currentl y bein g designe d t o 
determin e th e mechanism s underlyin g enhance d long-ter m 
recal l  prompte d b y accompanyin g movemen t  tha t  i s  no t  a n 
enactmen t  o f  th e remembere d material . 
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