UCLA

Contemporary Music Score Collection

Title
...the unread pages of a journal...were unfolded, leaf by leaf...

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/2ww899mi

Author
Gibson, Max

Publication Date
2020

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Diqgital Library

University of California


https://escholarship.org/uc/item/2ww899mr
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/

...the unread pages of a journal...were unfolded, leaf by leaf...
Max Gibson

String Quartet. 2018



...the unread pages of a journal...were unfolded, leaf by leaf... is a musical response to the poetry of
Aileen Ballantyne, a poet from Edinburgh, Scotland, who I collaborated with on the St Magnus
Festival Composition Course 2017. Aileen wrote a triptych based on her experiences as a journalist
in the Scottish town of Lockerbie, at the time of the Lockerbie Bombing in 1988. My original
response to this poetry was not particularly successful, and therefore this composition is a remedy
to that.

The premiere of this coincides with the 30th Anniversary of the Lockerbie Bombing.

M. G. 2018.

Performance Notes

Figure F - Here the players are to contiuously glissandi upwards (retakes of bowings and pitch are
allowed), in a relentless manner, with lots of overtone and scratch tone timbres, increasing as the
gesture goes on. The players may either use a stopwatch, or count, at which point at the end of their
given time duration, the player is to individually move on to G.

Figure G - The players individually play this section on repeat, at any tempo they feel natural; once all
players are playing this melodic fragment and have moved on from Figure F, they are to repeat it 3
times (for the final player this means that they play this section a total of 4 times). On the final
playthrough the players should sustain and stick on the last note of Figure G.

Dotted slurs/ties indicate that the player should attempt to tie the two notes, but still allows room for
the retake of a phrase (it is given particularly to prepare glissandi).

All trills are by the tone, unless otherwise stated.

Duration: c. 16 minutes






...the unread pages of a journal...were unfolded, leaf by leaf...

Max Gibson
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continuously glissando upwards with lots of overpressure and scratch tone, proceed to G after c. 1 minute 45 seconds
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