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Abstract

X-Ray Spectroscopy of Liquids and Interfaces
by
Royce Ka-Jun Lam
Doctor of Philosophy in Chemistry
University of California, Berkeley
Professor Richard J. Saykally, Chair

The molecular structure of liquids and solutions and the behavior of solvated species, both
in solution and at interfaces, play a vital role in a wide range of systems and phenomena.
While much has been done to characterize these systems, significant advances are still needed
to extend existing experimental methodologies to those which were previously inaccessible.
For example, while the introduction of liquid microjets into soft X-ray spectroscopy enabled
the study of liquids by this element-selective technique, studies of highly volatile liquids were
impractical due to the high vapor background perturbing the liquid signal. The development
of a new detection scheme, presented herein, enabled the studies of such systems. In this
dissertation, I describe the development of new liquid microjet techniques, including a de-
tailed study elucidating the mechanism of electrokinetic energy conversion, studies exploring
the liquid structure of prototypical volatile liquids and binary mixtures, and hydration and
interfacial fractionation in the aqueous carbonate system using soft X-ray absorption (XAS)
and photoemission spectroscopy (XPS), as well as the development of a new interface-specific
soft X-ray spectroscopy, soft X-ray second harmonic generation (SHG).

In Chapter 2, I detail the use of liquid microjet electrokinetics for energy conversion,
exploring thermal energy as a pressure source, the mechanism of charge separation in the
liquid microjets, and techniques for tuning the microjet properties through targeted use of
surface coatings via silanization.

In Chapter 3, I investigate high vapor pressure liquids using liquid microjet XAS, fo-
cusing on the structure of liquid alkanes (n-nonane and n-decane). This study required the
development of a new detection scheme, which significantly reduced the vapor contribution
to the measured signal. The detection scheme employed a straightforward modification of
our standard liquid microjet assembly and leveraged a detection methodology similar to that
of the electrokinetic energy conversion experiments, wherein a signal can be detected both
upstream and downstream of the point of charge separation.

In Chapter 4, water-alcohol mixtures are characterized by XAS, providing new insight
into the hydrogen bonding environments, with methanol- and ethanol-water exhibiting ap-
preciable differences to that of isopropanol-water. The measured spectra evidence a signifi-



cant enhancement of hydrogen bonding originating from the methanol and ethanol hydroxyl
groups upon the addition of water. These additional hydrogen bonding interactions would
strengthen the liquid-liquid interactions, resulting in additional ordering in the liquid struc-
tures and leading to a reduction in entropy and a negative enthalpy of mixing, consistent
with existing thermodynamic data. In contrast, the spectra of the isopropanol-water mix-
tures exhibit an increase in the number of broken alcohol hydrogen bonds for mixtures
containing up to 0.5 water mole fraction, an observation consistent with existing enthalpy of
mixing data, suggesting that the measured negative excess entropy is a result of clustering
or micro-immiscibility.

In Chapter 5, the aqueous carbonate system is investigated, characterizing the hydration
environment by XAS and the interfacial fractionation of the species by XPS. Studying the
aqueous carbonate system necessitated the development of a new fast-flow liquid microjet
mixing system, which facilitated generation of short-lived species immediately prior to inter-
action with the X-ray probe. This advance permitted the continuous generation of aqueous
carbonic acid through the protonation of bicarbonate in solution. The decomposition of the
generated acid further enabled the characterization of dissolved CO, by XAS. Utilizing XPS,
which exploits attenuation length of the emitted photoelectrons to achieve depth profiling,
the relative fractionation of carbonate, bicarbonate, and carbonic acid at the liquid/vapor
interface, finding that both carbonate and carbonic acid are present in higher concentrations
than bicarbonate in the interfacial region — a surprising result as the concentration of the
doubly charged, strongly hydrated carbonate anion was found to be enhanced relative to
the singly charged, less strongly hydrated bicarbonate and in apparent contrast to current
models for ion adsorption to hydrophobic interfaces.

In Chapter 6, the development of a new surface and interface sensitive soft X-ray spec-
troscopy, soft X-ray SHG, is detailed. The experimental results and accompanying first
principles theoretical analysis highlight the effect of resonant enhancement and show the
technique to be interfacially sensitive in a centrosymmetric sample, with second harmonic
intensity arising primarily from the first atomic layer at the open surface. This technique and
the associated theoretical framework demonstrate the ability to selectively probe interfaces,
including those that are buried, with elemental specificity, thus providing a new tool for a
range of scientific applications. Additionally, the transmission of the soft X-ray pulses from
the FERMI free electron laser through carbon films of varying thickness was examined to
quantify other nonlinear effects of high intensity pulses above and below the carbon K-edge.
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Peak-normalized experimental carbon K-edge X-ray absorption spectra. (A)
Overview of measured spectra for bicarbonate (red), and the mixtures 1:2 HCL:-
NaHCOj; (green), 1:1 HCl:NaHCOj3 (black), 2:1 HCl:NaHCOj3 (purple), and 1:1
HCI:NaHCOj without the mixing system (blue). (B) Lorentzian-fit experimental
X-ray absorption spectra of the C 1s — 7* transition in bicarbonate (red), 1:2
HCL:NaHCOj (green), 1:1 HCl:NaHCOj3 (black), 2:1 HCl:NaHCOj (purple), and
1:1 HCI:NaHCOj3 without the mixing system (blue). The maximum absorptions
are at 290.35, 290.45, 290.53, 290.53, and 290.75 eV, respectively. All other spec-
tra were measured using a sample introduced by the fast-flow microjet mixing
SYStEIML. . . . L. L e
Isosurfaces of the core-excited electron density for the 7* resoncances. Oxygen
atoms on the carbonate species are shaded. (A) NaHCOj3, (B) H,COs, (C) aque-
ous COq, (D) gaseous COq. . . . . . . ..o o o
Unnormalized experimental spectra of the C Is — 7* transition (solid lines) for
NaHCOj (red), HoCOj3 (black), and COy (blue). The Lorentzian fits are shown
in the dashed lines. FWHM: 0.025 eV (NaHCOj3), 0.038 eV (HyCOs3), 0.11 eV
(COug))- -+ -+ o o
Lorentzian-fit experimental and calculated spectra of the C 1s — =#* transition
of carbonate species. Bicarbonate (red), carbonic acid (black), and gaseous car-
bon dioxide (blue). Theoretical spectra were energy-aligned to the experimental
spectra for gaseous CO,. Experimental spectra are area normalized to facilitate
comparison with the calculated spectra. . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ....
Calculated radial distribution functions for the carbonyl oxygen to water hydro-
gens of the different carbonate species. The carbonate and bicarbonate simu-
lations include sodium counterions. Number in parentheses corresponds to the
coordination number to distances of 2.5 A. . . .. ...
Calculated radial distribution functions for carbonic acid. The labels =0, Oy,
and HO refer to the carbonyl, hydroxyl oxygen, and hydroxyl hydrogen respec-
tively. O, and H,, refer to the oxygens and hydrogens of the water molecules.

Peak-normalized experimental carbon K-edge X-ray aborption spectra of the C(1)
— m* transition of 1:1 HCl:NaHCO3 mixtures at different interaction times. The
absorption maxima are at 290.5 eV (HyCOgz, 0.5 ms), 290.5 eV (1 mL/min, ~8
ms), and 290.66 eV (1.4 mL/min, ~12 ms). All spectra were measured using
a step size of 0.05 eV with samples introduced by the fast-flow microjet mixing
SySteml. . ..o
Comparison between XA spectra of 1:1 HCl:NaHCO3; mixtures at ~8 and ~12
ms interaction times with those of gaseous CO,. Gaseous CO, exhibits a charac-
teristic vibronic peak at 292.75 eV that is not present for dissolved COs. .
Calculated XAS spectra for aqueous carbonic acid (red), dissolved CO (black),
and gaseous COq (green). A measurable blue shift is observed between the tran-
sition from carbonic acid to gaseous CO,. Predicted peak maxima are at 290.64
eV (carbonic acid), 290.71 eV (dissolved COs), and 290.75 eV (gaseous COy).
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Calculated radial distribution functions for aqueous carbonic acid (red) and dis-
solved carbon dioxide (dashed black). The labels O and C refer to the carbonyl
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X-ray photoemission spectra with an incident photon energy of 490 eV. (A) Mea-
sured C Is binding energies for 0.5 M solutions of NayCOs (solution I, blue),
NaHCOj (solution II, red), and HoCOj (solution III, black). The low intensity
peak centered at 292.8 eV corresponds to gas phase CO,. (B) Measured valence
band photoemission spectra for the respective solutions. The energy axes, for
all measurements, were aligned relative to water 1b; feature, located at 6.5 eV
(dashed purple line). . . . . . . . ...
Scaled C 1s X-ray photoemission spectra for 0.5 M solutions of NayCOj (solution
I, blue), NaHCOj (solution II, red), and HoCOj (solution III, black). Spectra
were scaled relative to the valence band intensity of NayCO3 to account for inten-
sity differences originating from the liquid jet alignment. Applied scaling factors
are NaQCO:g (10), NaHC03 (11)7 and HQCOg (125) ...............
Gaussian fits for the measured C s X-ray photoemission spectra for NayCOj (so-
lution I, top), NaHCOj (solution IT, middle), and HyCOj (solution III, bottom)
with an incident photon energy of 490 eV. The experimental measurement is rep-
resented by the markers (4), and the solid blue, red, and black lines correspond
to the respective fit curves for Na,CO3, NaHCO3, and HyCO3. The individual
Gaussian peaks are represented by the offset solid purple lines. Measured bind-
ing energies are NayCO3 (289.1 €V), NaHCOj3 (290.1 €V), and HoCOj3 (291.0 eV)
with corresponding FWHMSs of 1.1 eV, 1.1 €V, and 1.3 eV, respectively. . . . . .
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ponents (Figure 5.14). Peak areas represent the absolute area in the measured
spectrum. The decrease in absolute signal as the photon energy is increased is a
result of the reduction in photoemission cross section. . . . . . . . . . ... ...
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Measured X-ray photoemission spectra of 50:50 HoCO3:NaHCO3 mixtures (so-
lution V) at 490 eV, 690 eV, 890 eV, and 1090 eV incident photon energies,
corresponding to electron kinetic energies (eKE) of 200 eV, 400 eV, 600 eV, and
800 eV, respectively. The measured spectra were fit with two Gaussian peaks
with the same parameters (width, center) as those measured for the pure com-
ponents (Figure 5.14). Peak areas represent the absolute area in the measured
spectrum. The decrease in absolute signal as the photon energy is increased is a
result of the reduction in photoemission cross section. . . . . . . . ... ... ..
Peak area ratios vs. eKE for 50:50 NayCO3:NaHCOj3 mixtures (solution IV) and
50:50 HoCO3:NaHCO3 mixtures (solution V). Corresponding approximate elec-
tron attenuation length values adapted from Ottosson et al. [251]. . . . . . . ..

Experimental design. (A) X-ray pulses are passed through a 2 mm iris, then
focused by an ellipsoidal mirror (not shown) onto the graphite sample (spot size
~350 pm?) at normal incidence. The transmitted beam and the collinear second
harmonic signal (double the fundamental photon energy) are passed through a
600 nm aluminum filter and into a spectrometer, spatially separating the second
harmonic signal from the fundamental. A schematic energy level diagram of the
SHG process is shown in the inset. (B) The CCD image and projection of the
transmitted FEL beam and the SHG signal for a single FEL pulse. (C) Linear, to-
tal electron yield (TEY) X-ray absorption spectrum of a 500 nm graphite sample.
X-ray SHG measurements were made at the three discrete photon energies (w)
shown in the dashed lines. The non-resonant and resonant regions are shaded in
orange and green, respectively. . . . . . ... .o
Pulse energy dependence of soft X-ray SHG. The second harmonic response at
260.49 eV (A), 284.18 ¢V (B), and 307.86 eV (C), of graphite thin films (100 nm,
red diamond; 300 nm, blue circle; 500 nm, orange square; 720 nm, green triangle).
The dashed lines represent quadratic fits to all the points at a given photon
energy, constrained to show no detectable second harmonic signal generated below
a threshold pulse energy. The vertical and horizontal error bars represent the
standard error of the SH response and the standard deviation of the pulse energies
in each bin, respectively. (D) The slope of the linearized pulse energy dependence
curve for each photon energy. The relative X e(;)f response is proportional to the
slope of the linearized pulse energy dependence curve (SH response vs. [input
power]?). Error bars represent the standard deviation from the linear regression
analysis. The non-resonant and resonant regions are shaded in orange and green,
respectively. . . . . . . L
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Second harmonic susceptibility from first principles theory. (A) Imaginary part
(black, solid) of the linear dielectric function corresponding to the calculated
linear spectrum at the C K-edge NEXAF'S region calculated with a density func-
tional theory based supercell approach for an 8-layer slab of graphite compared
with the experimental linear spectrum (dashed grey, dashed). The 7* and o*
transitions are labeled in red and blue, respectively. The experimental peak be-
tween the marked 7* and ¢* regions corresponds to oxidized graphite. Note that
a more realistic comparison between theory and experiment can be obtained by
sampling a finite temperature molecular dynamics simulation as inhomogeneity
in thermalized samples is a significant contributor to spectral broadening. (B)
Calculated C Is core-level contribution to the magnitude | X Z(z)z| of the zzz com-
ponent of the second-order nonlinear susceptibility tensor X ) (2w, w,w) relevant
to SHG near the C K-edge of a graphite surface. C Is core-levels from the top
four surface layers of an 8-layer slab of graphite (shown in D) are considered in
the simulation. The z axis is perpendicular to the surface of the slab. (C) Conver-
gence of the calculated | X 52\ as a function of the number of surface layers whose
C 1s core-states are included in the simulation. The inset shows the percentage
contribution to | X z(z)z| from each of the top four individual layers, obtained by in-
tegrating | X §§l| over a 260-340 eV energy window, plotted as a function of layer
index. Contribution to the overall response is seen to decay exponentially moving
into the bulk of the slab with the top layer accounting for ~63% of the signal.
(D) Periodic supercell of the 8-layer graphite slab employed in the simulations.
Spectral width. Top left: Spectral width (¢, nm) vs. shot number for the 3398
shots in the histogram. Bottom left: Histogram of the FEL spectral width (o,
nm) at 4.02 nm. The most probable value is 1.1-107% nm. Right: Single shot of
the FEL at 4.02 nm with spectral spread along the horizontal axis (nm).

Pulse energy calibration and filtering. The correlation between the drain current
(arb. units) and spectrometer signal for the off-sample fundamental (a) were used
to calibrate the FEL pulse energy. Signals measured on the CCD were filtered
using a series of four steps: 1. low energy cutoff (not shown), 2. horizontal (orange
X; o, nm) and vertical (red +; o, mm) beam profiles, 3. FWHM (green ),
4. distance, remaining outliers (black A). The points remaining after filtering
are shown as blue circles. The uncalibrated dataset presented is from the 500
nm graphite sample at 307.86 eV (4.02 nm). (A) Off-sample fundamental (B)
On-sample fundamental (C) Off-sample second harmonic (D) On-sample second
harmonic. . . . . . . . L
Spectral profile of FEL pulses. Typical spectra of pulses removed by filtering
(top, dashed lines) vs. pulses remaining after filtering (bottom, blue). . . . . . .
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6.7 Extended Range SH response. Calculated C 1s contribution to the absolute mag-
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nitude | X g)z(Qw, w,w)| of the zzz component of the second harmonic susceptibility
over an extended energy range. An edge onset is apparent in | X §§l| at ~132 eV,
which corresponds to half the Kohn-Sham C 1s — conduction band excitation
energy in graphite (~264 eV in the theory). Note that for the theoretical spectra,
presented in Figure 6.3, a rigid shift of 20 eV was applied. . . . . . . .. .. ..
Experimental schematic. X-ray pulses from the FEL are focused and either in-
tercepted by a sample or allowed to transmit, before being dispersed by a grating
and imaged by a camera. This design permits a direct determination of the at-
tenuation. Inset: Schematic of the dominant processes observed in this work,
two-photon absorption. While linear (one-photon) absorption is always present,
the rate of two-photon absorption is particularly sensitive to the absorption edge
and the nature of the excited state. Iy(w) and I(w) represent the intensity of the
input (/yg) and transmitted beams Ig/Iyg, respectively. . . . . . . . . ... ..
Plot of the attenuation versus X-ray beam intensity at (A) 260.49 eV, (B) 284.18
eV and (C) 307.86 eV. Different sample thicknesses are shown: 100 nm (green
circle), 300 nm (blue diamond) and 500 nm (red square). Average values are
shown as dashed lines, while the two-photon absorption fit discussed in the text
is shown as a solid line. Only at 284.18 eV is a large difference seen between the
average value and the fitted curve. This is due to two-photon absorption. . . . .
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Electrokinetic Energy Conversion

Electrokinetic energy conversion in micro- and nano-fluidic devices has received signifi-
cant attention in recent years. Such an effect can be observed by forcing water through a
porous material or through well-defined micrometer or nanometer diameter channels [1-18].
The use of liquid microjet electrokinetics facilitates the direct conversion of hydrostatic pres-
sure to electrical energy and hydrogen gas without interference from back conduction via
electroosmotic flow. Conversion efficiencies of >10% have previously been reported using
this approach [1, 2]. The hydrostatic pressure necessary for driving these liquid microjets
can be generated from a number sources (e.g., mechanical pumps, gas pressure, thermal
pressure, etc.). The development of the a thermally driven liquid microjet system is detailed
in Chapter 2.1 [19].

Although it is widely recognized that the streaming current in these systems arise from
the asymmetric distribution of anions and cations at an interfacial double layer, whether
such a current in a pure water system results from the selective adsorption of hydroxide
ions to a solid interface [1], or whether the electrostatic interactions of hydronium and
hydroxide with surfaces charges might play an important role had yet to be addressed. This
subject is elaborated in Chapter 2.2 wherein a modified Poisson-Boltzmann description,
continuum hydrodynamic equations, and microjet electrokinetic experiments are employed
to gain detailed insight into the origin of the streaming current produced using pure water
20].

The streaming current is found to originate from a combination of specific ion adsorption
to the solid/liquid interface and long-ranged electrostatic interactions, with the latter dom-
inating at charged interfaces. In fact, the portion of the streaming current resulting from
specific ion adsorption amounts to only —1.8 pA, which is 34 orders of magnitude smaller
than what is observed in a fused silica capillary.

This study also explored the use of targeted functionalization of the microjet surface via
silanization to modify the surface charge density and surface hydrophobicity. Changing the
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sign of the surface charge reverses the streaming current and switches between hydronium and
hydroxide as the primary charge carrier. Similarly, tuning the surface coating to minimize
the surface charges resulted in a significant decrease in the streaming current and can by
exploited to minimize the interference from the streaming potential in liquid microjet X-ray
and UV photoemission experiments [21-23]. Moreover, increasing the surface hydrophobicity
was shown to reduce the energy loss from fluid/surface frictional forces, thereby increasing
the conversion efficiency.

1.2 Liquid Microjet X-Ray Absorption and
Photoemission Spectroscopy

The introduction of liquid microjets [24, 25] into soft X-ray absorption spectroscopy
(XAS and EXAFS) by Wilson et al. enabled the windowless study of liquids by this pow-
erful high vacuum methodology [26, 27]. Soft X-ray absorption spectroscopy is an element-
specific probe that is sensitive to both the inter- and intramolecular environments, making
it an ideal probe for studying liquid structure and ion solvation. Since its introduction, the
Saykally Group has employed this methodology to study a wide variety of phenomena in
liquid systems, including ion solvation and ion pairing in water [28, 29] and the solvation of
the lithium ion in propylene carbonate, a prototypical battery electrolyte system [30].

In Chapters 3-5, I detail a new electrokinetic-based detection scheme enabling the use of
liquid microjet technology with high vapor pressure liquids [31], a study of hydrogen bond-
ing interactions in alcohol-water binary mixtures [32], and extended studies of the aqueous
carbonate system, focusing on the solvation environment of carbonic acid and dissolved CO,
and the use of liquid microjet X-ray photoemission spectroscopy (XPS) to characterize the
relative fractionation of carbonate, bicarbonate, and carbonic acid at the vacuum/water
interface [33-35].

While liquid microjet technology enabled the study of liquids via XAS, weakly interact-
ing liquids produce large vapor backgrounds that strongly perturb the liquid signal. Con-
sequently, many solvents (e.g., hydrocarbons, ethers, ketones, etc.) have been inaccessible
by this technology. Using a straightforward modification to our standard liquid microjet
setup and a detection scheme motivated by the electrokinetic energy conversion experiments
described in Chapter 2, a new detection scheme, upstream detection, was designed to signifi-
cantly attenuate the vapor background observed with standard total electron yield detection.
In a water microjet, spectra measured using the upstream detection scheme exhibited a five-
fold increase in the liquid/vapor signal; upstream detection was then successfully applied to
the study of n-nonane and n-decane. This work is presented in Chapter 3.

In Chapter 4, water-alcohol binary mixtures are characterized via liquid microjet X-ray
absorption spectroscopy at the oxygen K-edge. It is well established that non-ideal liquid-
liquid binary mixtures can exhibit negative excess entropies of mixing, with water-alcohol
mixtures being a prominent and extensively studied example. This effect in water-alcohol
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mixtures was first characterized experimentally by Butler et al. in 1933 [36]; subsequently,
a number of different models for the liquid structure have been proposed, ranging from en-
hanced hydrogen bonding around hydrophobic groups to microscopic immiscibility, without
obtaining consensus [37-40]. In our work, mixtures of methanol-, ethanol-, and isopropanol-
water were characterized using O K-edge XAS. The pre-edge region of the O K-edge spectrum
of both water and the alcohols is associated with broken hydrogen bonds. Thus, examining
changes to these features as a function of alcohol concentration provides valuable insight into
the changes in liquid structure.

Chapter 5 details solvation of aqueous carbonate, bicarbonate, carbonic acid, and carbon
dioxide and the relative fractionation of these species in the interfacial region by XAS and
XPS, respectively. While carbonate and bicarbonate were previously characterized using
XAS by England et al. [41], aqueous carbonic acid and dissolved CO, remained elusive.
The short-lived nature of carbonic acid in solution (¢, ~ 26 ms) had previously precluded
detailed studies of its solvation environment [42, 43]. In fact, despite carbonic acid being
the centerpiece of the global carbon cycle and physiological buffer systems [44-49], there
have only a few successful spectroscopic studies of the aqueous acid [42, 50, 51]. To study
carbonic acid in solution, a new fast-flow mixing system was developed. This system, de-
tailed in Section 5.1, exploits the rapid protonation of bicarbonate relative to the slower
decomposition of carbonic acid to generate the neutral acid directly in solution, immediately
prior to interaction with the X-ray beam. The implementation of this system in the aqueous
carbonic acid study also enabled the characterization of dissolved CO; (Section 5.2) by XAS.

Using XPS (Section 5.3), relative fractionation of the of carbonate, bicarbonate, and
carbonic acid are characterized finding that both carbonate and carbonic acid are present at
higher concentrations than bicarbonate in the probed interfacial region. While the interfacial
enhancement of a neutral acid relative to a charged ion is expected [52], the interfacial en-
hancement of the doubly charged, strongly hydrated carbonate anion over the singly charged,
less strongly hydrated bicarbonate ion is surprising [53-55]. As vibrational sum frequency
generation experiments have concluded that both carbonate and bicarbonate anions are
largely excluded from the air/water interface [56-58|, the results presented herein suggest
that there exists a significant accumulation of carbonate below the depletion region, outside
of the area probed by vibrational sum frequency generation.

1.3 Soft X-ray Nonlinear Spectroscopy

The development of ultrafast lasers capable of producing intense pulses has enabled the
general study of matter by nonlinear spectroscopic methods [59]. While this field has hereto-
fore been limited to optical wavelengths, extension to X-ray wavelengths could provide an
element- and chemical-specific probe yielding vital new information [60, 61]. Specifically, the
extension of second order nonlinear spectroscopies in the soft X-ray regime would enable a
powerful new approach for surface and interface analysis with broad applicability. The recent
development of new high peak power X-ray light sources, X-ray free electron lasers (FEL), has
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extended the field of nonlinear effects to hard X-ray energies. At these energies, second- and
third-order nonlinear spectroscopies, including second harmonic generation (SHG) [62], sum
frequency generation (SFG) [63], two-photon absorption (TPA) [64], and inelastic Comp-
ton scattering [65], have been demonstrated. However, current hard X-ray FELs lack the
longitudinal and temporal coherence necessary for efficiently satisfying the phase-matching
conditions required for nonlinear spectroscopies, thus making the exploitation of some of
these techniques very difficult [66, 67]. Furthermore, at hard X-ray wavelengths SHG and
SFG can be generated even within centrosymmetric samples, effectively making the method
a bulk, rather than interfacial, probe [68].

Using the FERMI free electron laser (FEL), a high intensity, highly coherent, soft X-
ray light source base on high-gain harmonic generation (HGHG) of a longer wavelength
seed laser, we performed the first demonstration of soft X-ray second harmonic generation
experiment, exploiting the carbon K-edge on graphite films of varying thicknesses (Section
6.1) and demonstrating that the second harmonic signals exhibit no bulk volume dependence.
Additionally, these first experiments showed that the SH response is highly sensitive to
resonance effects. Simultaneous direct monitoring of the transmitted FEL beam also enabled
characterization of other nonlinear effects (Section 6.2).

To interpret the X-ray SHG spectra, we adapted a first principles density functional
theory (DFT) approach for calculating second-order nonlinear spectra in the X-ray regime.
Our approach is broadly applicable for calculating electronic SHG and SFG spectra across a
wide range of wavelengths. Using this approach, the SH response for graphite was calculated
for an 8-layer slab. By isolating the signal from each layer to determine the exact degree of
surface specificity, we show that the SH intensity in graphite arises from primarily from the
first molecular layer and that ~87% of the signal is generated from the first 2 layers. This
result stands in stark contrast to traditional surface specific soft X-ray spectroscopies (i.e., X-
ray absorption/photoemission spectroscopy), which effectively probe the first few nanometers
of a sample as they are restricted by inelastic mean free paths of the photoelectrons or
photoions.

This new spectroscopy provides a powerful new tool for characterizing the electronic
properties of interfaces and surfaces, effectively combining the surface specificity of optical
second-order nonlinear spectroscopy with the element-specificity of X-ray spectroscopy. This
essentially enables X-ray absorption spectroscopy of just the first few molecular layers of an
exposed bulk sample or either side of a buried interface. Additionally, as the laser pulses
and the generated SHG signals remain fully coherent, it should be possible to combine this
technique with existing lensless coherent imaging techniques [69] allowing for simultaneous
monitoring of interfacial electronic structure and bulk structural properties of nanoparticles.



Chapter 2

Electrokinetic Energy Conversion

2.1 Thermally Driven Electrokinetic Energy
Conversion with Liquid Water Microjets

The material in this section was reproduced, with permission, from: Lam, R. K.; Gamlieli,
Z.; Harris, S. J.; Saykally, R. J. Thermally Driven Electrokinetic Energy Conversion with
Liquid Water Microjets. Chem. Phys. Lett. 2015, 640, 172-174.

Introduction

As described in the 2014 US DOE Report, The Water-Energy Nexus: Challenges and
Opportunities [70], cooling of thermoelectric power plants accounts for 40% of US freshwater
usage and dissipates tremendous quantities (27 quads/year) of primary energy as waste
heat due to fundamental inefficiencies in converting thermal energy to electricity; internal
combustion engines generate similarly prodigious amounts of waste heat (21.3 quads/year).
Devices for mitigating this energy loss employing thermoelectric conversion schemes (i.e.,
solid-state thermoelectric generators and thermophotovoltaics) exist, but typically require
high operating temperatures. An interesting alternative is to exploit the large coefficient of
thermal expansion of liquid water to utilize waste heat via the production of high hydrostatic
pressures, which can, in turn, drive recently demonstrated electrokinetic energy conversion
and hydrogen production processes in fast-flowing liquid microjets [1, 2].

Electrokinetic conversion of mechanical energy with liquid microjets and nanojets com-
prises a potentially important, but largely unexplored, technology. There have been numer-
ous studies on producing electrokinetic currents by forcing water through both porous mate-
rials or individual channels [8-16, 18]. The electrokinetic streaming current originates from
the overlap between the liquid flow profile and the charge distribution near the solid /liquid
interface. The streaming current I, generated by a circular channel can be described by the
integral of the product of the velocity profile v(r) and the charge density distribution p(r)
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I, = 27TR/0 v(r)p(r)dr (2.1)

where R is the channel radius and r is the distance from the channel wall [1, 2]. Typically,
these experiments generate streaming currents by moving liquid from one reservoir to another
through a porous membrane or a single channel by applying pressure to a single side. The
direct connection between the two reservoirs introduces significant inefficiencies in the energy
conversion due to back-conduction through the liquid [10, 17, 71]. More recently, Miljkovic
et al. have demonstrated that water droplets jumping between hydrophobic and hydrophilic
surfaces can attain a positive electrostatic charge and generate electrical power via a similar
charge separation mechanism [72, 73].

The inefficiencies resulting from back-conduction through the liquid in the reservoir sys-
tems are eliminated when liquid jets are employed. Under the laminar flow conditions of
this study, the streaming current can be described by

I, = —87RegKv( (2.2)

where g is the permittivity of free space, K is the dielectric constant of the liquid, v is the
area-averaged flow velocity, and ( is the zeta-potential [5]. Preliminary studies conducted
at Berkeley have demonstrated a conversion efficiency >10% with a peak power of ~6 mW
in water flowing from a 10 pm inner diameter aperture under turbulent flow conditions [2]
and have shown that the electrical energy production can be accompanied by simultaneous
gaseous hydrogen generation [1]. Here, electrical efficiency 7 is calculated as electrical power
divided by the input kinetic energy as a function of volumetric flow rate ) and the applied
pressure differential AP

2R,

7= QAP
where R is the load resistance. In this construct, the efficiency of the system is decoupled
from the efficiency of refilling and heating the cylinder which is dependent on a variety
of factors (i.e., location of the water source, thermal conductivity of the reservoir, heat
capacity of the reservoir, etc.). A patent has been issued for this concept and device design
[74]. Using a similar system to drive a droplet beam into a region of high electric field, up
to 48% efficiency has been reported for in the conversion of the liquid’s kinetic energy to
potential energy [75].

High pressures (>500 PSI) are required to force water through the microjets and gen-
erating these pressures substantially reduces the wall-plug efficiency. Here we address this
problem by demonstrating that such pressures can easily be generated by exploiting water’s
relatively large volumetric thermal expansion coefficient (a,(20°C) = 2.07 - 10* K~!) and
moderate bulk modulus (K7 = 3.16 - 10° PSI). The resulting pressure change AP induced
by the temperature increase AT can therefore be approximated by

AP = a, K7 AT (2.4)

(2.3)
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Figure 2.1: Schematic of the thermal electrokinetic microjet apparatus. The streaming
current is collected at a copper target electrode placed ~5 cm away from the silica capillary
using a current amplifier.

For liquid water in a rigid container, we can therefore expect to generate 65.41 PSI/°C.
Below we describe the design and construction of practical devices that can produce useful
amounts of electricity while simultaneously generating hydrogen gas from flowing water,
using simple passive thermal sources to produce the requisite high water pressures.

Experimental Design and Discussion

Figure 2.1 presents a schematic of the experimental configuration employed in this ex-
ploratory study. A 3.785 L. double-ended stainless steel sample cylinder, filled with deionized
water, is used for the liquid reservoir. In the current design, the sample cylinder limits the
maximum pressure to below 1450 PSI. A digital pressure transducer (Heise Model DXD)
provides pressure and temperature readings prior to the jet assembly, which has been de-
scribed in detail previously in our recent electrokinetic energy conversion [1, 2] and interfacial
ion affinity studies [76]. Briefly, the liquid microjet is produced by ejecting the pressurized
water from a 30 pm inner diameter silica capillary rather than the Pt/Ir electron micro-
scope apertures used in our previous energy conversion experiments. Silica capillaries were
employed here due to their intrinsic chemical stability. However, due to the laminar flow
profile and the significantly lower ¢ potential of silica relative to that of the metal apertures,
the electrokinetic conversion efficiency was not measured for this system. The liquid beam
travels ~5 cm in ambient air at average linear flow velocities of ~20 m/s before impinging
on a copper plate connected to an ammeter.

In order to maintain the necessary backing pressure, the temperature must slowly be
increased as the water is expelled from the tank. The heating and liquid flow are controlled
using a feedback loop which couples the heating element, the liquid flow as a function
of pressure, and the tank pressure. In this scheme, the heating element is activated or
deactivated when the pressure falls below 1200 PSI or rises above 1300 PSI, respectively. The
back pressure regulator is set to open when the pressure rises above ~1200 PSI. The current
generated is monitored within this feedback loop. Internal temperature measurements are
collected using a T-type thermocouple inserted into the center of the cylinder. The external
temperature is measured using a digital temperature probe (Thorlabs TSP01). The cylinder
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Figure 2.2: Typical data from a single experiment. (A) Internal (red), external (blue), and
before jet (black) temperature vs. time. (B) Pressure vs. time. (C) Target current vs. time.
All measurements were collected simultaneously with a time step of 1 s.

is heated resistively using a heating tape system coupled to a digital AC switch (CPS U-
X3) and the system pressure. The generated current is measured using a current amplifier
connected to the copper target electrode (FEMTO DDPCA-300). Instrument control and
data acquisition are managed using Labview.

Figure 2.2 shows the temperature, pressure, and current measured for an individual ex-
periment. The temperature (Figure 2.2A) is monitored in three different locations on the
cylinder — internal (red), external (blue), and behind the silica capillary (black). During a
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typical experiment, the initial liquid temperature is ~25°C and ultimately reaches temper-
atures of above 100°C. The pressure generated from the heating is shown in Figure 2.2B.
The sample cylinder is initially filled with deionized water at a backing pressure of ~30-35
PSI and is allowed to reach a maximum pressure of ~1350 PSI. The initial pressurization,
defined as the time required to reach 1200 PSI, typically takes ~50 min and requires a tem-
perature change of ~20°C (~60 PSI/°C) which is in good agreement with our estimate from
Equation 2.4. Figure 2.2C shows the current generated by the system as a function of time
for a single experiment. The on/off behavior of the generated current is a direct result of
the opening and closing of the back pressure regulator. In our present system, wherein the
reservoir is not insulated, the pressure rise resulting from the heating does not keep pace
with the pressure drop resulting from the liquid microjet. This can easily be corrected in
practical situations.

Conclusions

We envision using EK power stations to supply or supplement power to buildings and
devices, while concurrently employing hydrogen fuel cells that utilize the co-produced hy-
drogen. High pressures are required to drive water through the microjets, but such pressures
(~60 PSI/°C) can be obtained ‘for free’ (from waste heat sources) by taking advantage of
water’s large thermal expansion coefficient and heating it in a rigid (e.g., metal) chamber
with solar energy or with waste heat. In this way, electrokinetic jets can work in tandem with
more conventional thermoelectric devices, which typically require much higher temperatures
for good efficiency [74].
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2.2 Hydrogen and Electric Power Generation from
Liquid Microjets: Design Principles for
Optimizing Conversion Efficiency

The material in this section was reproduced, with permission, from: Schwierz, N.; Lam, R.
K.; Gamlieli, Z.; Tills, J. J.; Leung, A.; Geissler, P. L.; Saykally, R. J. Hydrogen and Elec-
tric Power Generation from Liquid Microjets: Design Principles for Optimizing Conversion
Efficiency. J. Phys. Chem. C 2016, 120 (27), 14513-14521.

Introduction

Micro- and nano-fluidic devices have shown promise for energy conversion and have re-
ceived significant attention over the last few years. For instance, electrokinetic currents can
be produced by forcing water through porous materials or through well-defined micrometer-
or nanometer-sized channels [1-18]. Liquid microjet electrokinetics allow for the conversion
of hydrostatic pressure directly into electrical energy and molecular hydrogen, and also in-
crease the conversion efficiency (>10%) by eliminating back conduction due to electroosmotic
flow [1, 2]. Xie et al. have recently reported up to 48% efficiency in the conversion of kinetic
energy to potential energy for a droplet train driven into a strong electric field [75].

It has long been recognized that streaming currents arise from the asymmetric distribu-
tion of anions and cations in an interfacial electric double layer. At charged interfaces, this
double layer is formed from electrostatic interactions of the ions with the charged surface.
Specific ion adsorption or repulsion at a solid/electrolyte interface also contributes to the
asymmetric charge distribution, leading to anomalous ion-specific electrokinetic effects in un-
charged channels [77]. However, the question of whether the streaming current in pure water
results from the selective adsorption of hydroxide ions to a solid interface [1], or whether
the electrostatic interactions of hydronium and hydroxide with surface charges might play
an important role, has not yet been addressed.

We employ a combination of modified Poisson-Boltzmann (PB) theory, including non-
electrostatic ion-surface interactions, continuum hydrodynamics, and microjet electrokinetic
measurements to identify the origin of the streaming current. This approach identifies the
contributions to the streaming current from long-ranged electrostatic interactions and specific
adsorption of hydronium and hydroxide at the solid/liquid interface. At charged surfaces,
the contribution from long-ranged electrostatic interactions results in streaming currents
that are significantly larger than those induced by specific ion adsorption to uncharged in-
terfaces. The detailed understanding afforded by this theory and the close match between
the theoretical and the experimental results allows us to adjust surface properties and appa-
ratus design to optimize power generation and conversion efficiency. In particular, targeted
functionalization of the microjet surface via silanization is used to vary the surface charge
density and the surface hydrophobicity. Changing the sign of the surface charge reverses
the sign of the streaming current and switches between hydronium and hydroxide as the
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primary charge carrier, and therefore between the production of molecular hydrogen or oxy-
gen. Additionally, increasing the surface hydrophobicity reduces energy loss resulting from
fluid /surface frictional forces, thereby increasing the conversion efficiency.

Methods
A. Streaming Current for Liquid Microjets

Electrokinetic streaming currents originate from the overlap between the fluid velocity
profile with the charge distribution at solid/liquid interfaces. For a charged or biased surface,
an electric double layer forms as counterions are attracted to the surface while similarly
charged ions are repelled. In addition, specific ion adsorption or depletion at the interface
contributes to the ionic distribution. The latter can lead to the formation of an electric double
layer at an uncharged surface if the anions and the cations have unequal surface affinities
and thereby induce ion-specific electrokinetic effects in uncharged channels. Quantitatively,
the streaming current in a circular channel of radius R can be calculated from the integral
of fluid velocity profile v(z) and the net charge distribution p(z)

I :/0 v(z)p(2)2m(R — z)dz (2.5)

where z = R — r is the distance from the channel wall. The net charge density p(z) is the
sum of the individual ion number densities

p(z) = Z qini(2) (2.6)

In pure water, n;(z) corresponds to the number densities of hydronium and hydroxide from
autoionization with a bulk concentration of 107 M. The distribution of the ions in the
channel is obtained from the analytical solution of a modified Poisson-Boltzmann equation
in a flat plane approximation, as detailed further below. Note that the liquid microjet
employed in our experimental design breaks up into droplets (via Rayleigh instabilities)
before reaching the target electrode thereby disrupting the system’s electrical continuity and
eliminating back conduction. Therefore, electroosmotic flow is not included in the present
theoretical description.

In the following, we consider the two flow profiles that arise in our experimental designs,
top hat flow and laminar flow. The characteristic length scale L. over which flow profile
develops is

L./(2R) ~ 0.06R. (laminar flow), L./(2R) ~ 4.4R}% (turbulent flow) (2.7)

where R, is the Reynolds number — the ratio between the inertial forces to the viscous forces

— defined as .
R, — vpw

- (2.8)
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where v is the average bulk velocity and py, and ny, are the density and viscosity of water,
respectively [78].

For our Pt/Ir aperture, a channel length L of 0.09-0.12 mm is insufficient for developing
either completely turbulent or laminar flow at sufficiently high flow velocities. The velocity
profile comprises a laminar sublayer close to the metal wall of thickness 6z in which the fluid
velocity increases linearly until it reaches the bulk fluid velocity [79, 80]. The resulting top
hat velocity profile is given by

vy(2) = { vz/6z for z < dz (2.9)

v otherwise

with a laminar sublayer thickness 6z = 116 RR. "8 For our silica capillary channels, a
channel length of 1-1.5 cm is sufficient for developing laminar flow. Under these conditions,
the velocity profile is given by

ve(2) = 4?%(2]%2 — %) (2.10)

where Ap is the pressure differential between the inlet and outlet. In both cases, the average
fluid velocity v follows from the volumetric flux

Q=10 = / v(z)da (2.11)
Q
where ) is the cross sectional area of the channels.

B. Streaming Current in the Limit of Large Diameter Channels (kR >> 1)

If the channel diameter is large compared to the width of the electrostatic double layer
(kR >> 1), the streaming current can be approximated as

2mveRC
0z

I = —4mvpe¢  (laminar flow), [ = (top hat flow) (2.12)
where ( is the zeta potential [79, 81]. Commonly, ( is interpreted as the electrostatic potential
at the shear plane — the position near the wall where the hydrodynamic flow velocity vanishes
[82]. From here forward, we cease using the empirical description in terms of the zeta
potential. Instead, we make use of the Navier boundary condition to quantitatively account
for the effect of surface slippage on ion transport. Consequently, the fluid velocity results
from a balance between the driving force induced by applying a pressure differential along
the channel and the viscous frictional forces on the surface, as discussed in more detail below.
Note that in pure water, the Debye length k=1, corresponding to the characteristic double
layer thickness, is 0.974 pm. As a result, Equation 2.12 is only valid for channels much larger
than employed in our current design or for higher bulk salt concentrations.
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C. Slip Length and Surface Friction

The slip length [, characterizes the hydrodynamic boundary condition of the fluid at the
confining surface. It is defined by

where v,(z) is the tangential fluid velocity field [83]. The slip length is a measure of the
friction of the fluid at the interface, where larger slip lengths are associated with lower sur-
face friction. Experiments and theoretical predictions indicate that the slip length depends
critically on the surface wettability measured by the water contact angle [84, 85]. Depend-
ing on surface hydrophobicity, typical values for the slip length range from a few tens of
nanometers for hydrophobic surfaces to negative values of similar magnitude for hydrophilic
surfaces. The negative slip length at hydrophilic surfaces is important for modeling surface
conductivities when specific ion adsorption is considered [86]. As such, tuning the surface
hydrophobicity provides an avenue for modifying the microfluidic and charge transport prop-
erties of a substrate. At a solid/water interface, the following relation between the water
contact angle © and the slip length [, has been obtained from atomistic MD simulations [84,
85]

Iy = 0.63 nm - (1 + cos ©)° (2.14)

Taking slippage effects into account by applying the Navier boundary condition (Equation
2.13) for laminar flow, yields

A
(z) = 477%(2% + 2Rz — 2?) (2.15)
The dissipation associated with the fluid/solid friction is [87]
128Q*nL
Piiss = 2.16
4= 7 T(16R* + 641, R?) (2.16)

Increasing the slip length reduces energy dissipation and provides a major advantage when
using large arrays of micro-channels for energy conversion or desalination. Moreover, in
carbon nanotubes, the slip length can be two orders of magnitude larger than in other hy-
drophobic channels and even larger than the diameter of the nanotubes [88]. Miniaturization
of our micro-channels toward nanometer sized channels is therefore especially promising as
the energy dissipation scales inversely with the slip length.

D. Solution of the Linearized Poisson-Boltzmann Equation Including Specific
Ion-Surface Interactions

The ionic distribution in the micro-channels is derived from a 1D modified Poisson Boltz-
mann equation [89, 90]. Ton-surface interactions are explicitly included by choosing square-
well potentials for the interaction between the ions and the surface

Vi(z) = Vio©(b; — 2) (2.17)
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Here, Vjy corresponds to the ionic surface affinity for ions of type i, b; is the interaction
range, and ©(b; — z) = 1 for z < b; and O(z) = 0 otherwise. Since the full PB equation
including specific ion adsorption can only be solved quasi-analytically [91], we have restricted
the scope of our current model to small bulk salt concentrations and low ion-surface affinities.
For ¢® < kgT, the PB equation can be linearized

d;bz(;) _ Zz: Qicioji(z) (1 _ %(;)) = K (2)°®(2) — J(2) (2.18)

where z is the distance perpendicular to the interface, ¢; is the charge of ions of type i, ¢
the bulk salt concentration for ionic species i, ®(z) the local electrostatic potential, and e
the dielectric constant of water. Ion-specificity is accounted for by a;(z) = e~"i(*)/k8T which
depends on the ion-surface potentials V;(z) that are, in general, different for cations and
anions. Assuming identical interaction ranges for cations and anions, bt = b~ = b, Equation
2.18 can be solved piecewise in regions I and II corresponding to the regions of finite or
vanishing ion-surface interaction. The modified inverse Debye screening length x’ is defined
as

1 K%, z<b
"(2)? = 20 — I
K'(2) chinT E@ q; cioai(z) { K2 2> b (2.19)

and the parameter J is defined as
_ 1 . J[; z<b
J(z) = - >~ gicioai(z) = { T 2, (2.20)

Equation (2.18) can be integrated twice yielding

% <ln(2(—J + 120 + KO — 2] + K2D? + Kg))) =z (2.21)

where C) and K, are the integration constants. The solution must satisfy the following
boundary conditions (BC):

. dq)[(Z)
=Y 2.22
o (222)
. d®y(2)
=0 2.23
U (223)
d®;(2) d® ()
= 2.24
(iii) |, = |, (2.24)
(i) ®r(2)].0p = Prr(2)].y (2.25)
with ¥ = —o /e where o is the surface charge density. The matching conditions (iii) and (iv)

are used to provide a continuously differentiable potential at b. The electrostatic potential
is thereby defined as

(I)[(Z) = L

== 4/{2 (CQ]G_KIZ — 4€_HIZEK[ + 4J[ + CQ]@HIZ) (226)
I
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(ex11CR=2)Co 1 + 4J1; 4 Copren'?)
4K,

O = (2.27)

Note that for large channels, the potential vanishes and Equation 2.27 reduces to ®;;(z) =
CPHe=rz Applying the boundary conditions yields

—4/{%16”*”’2111 + 4%%1;]] — H%67N11(72R+b)02][ — 4H%J][ — H%ngjeﬁnb

Coy = — 2.28
(e + o) (22)
C _ 4(H%I€_ﬁ1b‘][—E_HIbH%J[[-f—Q/{%IG_K”IbZI{jeﬂlb—eﬁle%IJ[-‘re'ilbli%J[[)
UL = e (kr—rrn) @ IR IR0 (i ) 2RI BRI FR IO 4 (g )e YT RTD) —(mp—rop )X (FITTRD))
(2.29)
The concentration profiles of the ith ionic species is calculated from
ci(2) = cipai(2) (1 — ¢;P(2)/kT) (2.30)

with the bulk ion concentration c¢;q.

E. Parameterization of Specific Interactions of Hydronium and Hydroxide with
a Channel Surface

Specific ion adsorption at a hydrophobic surface has been shown to accurately explain
experimental data for long-ranged interactions between silica surfaces in different salt solu-
tions [92, 93]. As such, we have used the abundant data for the interfacial tension at the
air /water interface to parameterize the interfacial affinity of hydronium and hydroxide at
water /silica interface, thereby capturing the ionic excess and the partitioning of the ions
in the interfacial region. Within a mean field approximation, the interfacial tension can be
written in terms of the electrostatic potential and the ionic concentration as

sy )= [ 5 - e Gan)| d:

+  kpT /0 N [c+(z) In %(OZ) +¢ (2)In C_CE)Z) + Ac(z)} dz

+ /000 [V (2)ct (2) + V7 (2)c (2)] dz
(2.31)

where the first integral is the electrostatic energy, the second integral represents the ideal
mixing entropy of a dilute solution of anions and cations, and the last integral accounts
for the ion-surface interaction [91, 94, 95]. However, the free energy expression (Equation
2.31) that is used here does not directly yield the relation between the electrostatic potential
and the ionic densities via minimization, as the two fields depend implicitly on each other
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via the Poisson-Boltzmann equation. Note that the expression used is more convenient
for our analytical solution than the expression from Borukhov et al. [94, 95|, and can be
applied here as both the potential and the densities are known. Approximating ln%iz) R~
Inay(z) — qP/kpT yields a closed form expression for the free energy per unit area. From
this expression, the ion-surface interaction strength V* is chosen such that it reproduces
the experimental air/electrolyte surface tension for a 100 mM solution (Figure 2.3) [96]. We
have chosen the interfacial binding affinity of chloride as the reference (V" = 0). This
choice is motivated by vanishing ion specific electrokinetic effects in NaCl solutions [77].
The corresponding binding affinity for the cation V' is then determined from relationships
represented in Figure 2.3. The interaction range for anions and cations is chosen to be
bT = b~ =1 nm, based on the results from molecular dynamics simulations [91, 97]. In our
model, H3O™ is slightly surface accumulated (with surface binding affinity V* = —0.11 kgT),
while OH™ is weakly excluded (V~ = 40.08 kgT’). While the partitioning of hydronium and
hydroxide at the air/water interface has been actively debated in recent literature [98], our
model is in agreement with the salt partitioning model for the air/water interface by Pegram
and Record [99], classical and ab initio molecular dynamics simulations [100-102], non-linear
spectroscopic studies [103, 104], and X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy measurements [105].
Conversely, the preferential adsorption of hydroxide to the air/water interface has been
suggested by electrophoresis [106], titration [107], and mass spectrometry measurements
[108]. Some theoretical studies have also indicated that the difference between the surface
propensities of hydronium and hydroxide is small [109].

"NaCl — Ay=1.73mN/m
HCl — Ay=-0.28mN/m
NaOH

V' [kgT]

Vi kgT]

Figure 2.3: Optimal values for anion- and cation-surface interaction strength V*. The
lines correspond to the combination of V* and V'~ that reproduces the experimental
air/electrolyte surface tension for 100 mM bulk salt concentration (given as inset). The
arrows indicate our choice of ion-surface interaction parameters with chloride as reference

(Ve =0).
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F. Electrokinetic Apparatus

The microjet electrokinetics apparatus used here has been described in previous pub-
lications [1, 2, 76]. Briefly, a high pressure liquid chromatography (HPLC) pump drives
the liquid through PEEK tubing into a 30 pm inner diameter fused silica capillary. Elec-
trokinetic currents were measured both upstream, through the stainless steel fitting which
holds the capillary, and downstream, via a copper target electrode, using Keithley 428 and
FEMTO DDPCA-300 current amplifiers. Water, with a resistivity of 18.2 M-cm, used
in the experiments was obtained from a Millipore purification system. Glassware was acid
cleaned regularly with a Nochromix/sulfuric acid solution and rinsed with purified water.

G. Jet Coatings

The fused silica capillary tubing was functionalized using commercially available organosi-
lanes. Trimethoxy(octadecyl)silane (ODS) [Technical Grade, 90%] and (3-Aminopropyl)tri-
ethoxysilane (APTES) [99%)] were obtained from Sigma-Aldrich. N,N-didecyl-N-methyl-(3-
trimethoxysilylpropyl)-ammonium chloride (DDMAC) [40-42% in methanol] and octadecyldi-
methyl(3-trimethoxysilylpropyl)-ammonium chloride (DMOAP) [60% in methanol] were ob-
tained from Gelest. The capillary tubing was cut to ~1.5 cm and soaked in solutions of ~20
mM total organosilane concentration in toluene for 2—4 hours. To facilitate the reaction, a
small amount of water was added to the mixtures. The capillaries were then removed from
solution and baked for ~6 hours at 140°C.

Results and Discussion

In this work, we investigate electrokinetic streaming currents generated from water flow-
ing through micrometer-sized channels by combining a modified Poisson-Boltzmann descrip-
tion and continuum hydrodynamic equations with results from micro-fluidic experiments.
Figure 2.4A summarizes our current understanding of the origin of a streaming current in a
negatively charged channel. For the silica and PtIr channels used in the experiments, the neg-
ative surface charge arises from the dissociation of the silanol or metal oxide groups in water.
In pure water, the streaming current originates from charge separation between hydronium
and hydroxide. At the negatively charged walls, a pronounced double layer is formed, with
a thickness of ~1 pym. Hydronium is attracted to the interface while hydroxide is repelled
(Figure 2.4B). The distribution of the ions is dominated by long-ranged electrostatic inter-
actions with the charged channel walls, while non-electrostatic ion-surface interactions play
only a minor role due to the low surface affinities of hydronium and hydroxide (V*+* = —0.11
kgT, V- = +0.08 kgT). Consequently, the electrostatic potential is negative and decays
exponentially with increasing distance from the channel walls (Figure 2.4C). The charge flux,
resulting from the overlap between the net charge density and the laminar flow profile (Fig-
ure 2.4D), originates in the double layer region, in which the distribution of hydronium and
hydroxide is unequal, and extends several microns into the channel due to the low screening
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in pure water (Figure 2.4E). As a result of the extended double layer, hydronium is prefer-
entially sheared away. At the target electrode, the unbalanced protons extract electrons to
produce molecular hydrogen, as confirmed in our previous work [1]. The excess hydroxide
in the reservoir discharges at the upstream nozzle connected to the reservoir and generates
oxygen (Figure 2.4A).

Figure 2.4F, G show the dependence of the streaming current on the average flow velocity
obtained from experiments under top hat and laminar flow conditions (data points) com-
pared to the theoretical predictions using the surface charge density as the only adjustable
parameter (lines). The resulting values for the surface charge density and electrostatic sur-
face potential are summarized in Table 2.1. Our results are in good agreement with those
measured for silica by Behrens et al. [110].

Table 2.1: Surface properties of the microchannels: Material, surface charge density o, and
surface potential ®y based on our theoretical model. A reference to the experimental data
used for the prediction is given in the last column.

material flow condition diameter [pm] o [e/nm?] Oy [V] reference
Ptlr top hat 5-19.1 —0.001 £ 0.0002 —0.224+0.04 1, 2]
Silica laminar 30 —0.00067 £2.7-107° —0.1540.006 current work
Silica - - —0.00055 to —0.00083 - [110]
Under top hat flow conditions, the streaming current scales as v'/® in the limit where

kR >> 1, while under laminar flow, the streaming current increases linearly with v. This
provides a method for discriminating between different flow conditions. Overall, our the-
oretical model provides an excellent description of the experimental results under different
flow conditions for small channels with low ionic strength (xR ~ 1). Moreover, the model
provides detailed insight into the ionic distribution and the electrostatic potential (Figure
2.4), and can be used to predict the surface charge density and the surface potential. Note,
however, that the analytical description is limited to q® << kgT. To accurately estimate
the charge density of highly charged surfaces, numerical solutions of the full PB equation
should be applied. In the following, we therefore restrict the discussion to low surface charge
densities, wherein an analytical solution for the streaming current exists. This solution per-
mits modeling of the influence of the surface and electrolyte properties over a wide range
of parameters, which is essential to deriving the design principles necessary for maximizing
power and hydrogen generation. In particular, we focus on the effect of the electrolyte con-
centration, the magnitude and sign of the surface charge density, the channel diameter, and
the surface hydrophobicity under laminar flow conditions.

Figure 2.5A shows the streaming current’s dependence on the ion concentration. At small
ion concentrations, the streaming current has a plateau that scales as I o< Rov in the limit
of vanishing ion concentration. The current is maximized if the double layers from each
side of the channel overlap and the full cross section of the channel contributes to charge
separation. With increasing ion concentration, the double layer and therefore the region
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Figure 2.4: (A) Experimental design of the liquid microjet electrokinetics apparatus. (B)
Density profiles of hydronium and hydroxide in pure water for a 30 pm channel with bare
surface charge density ¢ = —0.0001 e/nm?. (C) Electrostatic potential. (D) Charge density
and flow velocity profile for laminar flow. (E) Charge flux j(r) = p(r)v(r). (F) Streaming
current as function of the average flow velocity for top hat flow and different Ptlr channel
diameters from electrokinetic measurements (open circles, adapted from [1, 2] discarding
data points that are not in the regime of top hat flow) and theoretical predictions (lines).
(G) Streaming current for laminar flow in a 30 pm silica channel from experiments (open
circles) and theory (lines).

that contributes to the streaming current decreases due to increased screening. At large
ion concentrations, where the screening length is on the order of the non-electrostatic ion-
surface interaction range, specific ion adsorption at the channel walls becomes important.
Here, excess adsorbed hydronium at the channel walls results in a surface charge reversal
from negative to positive. As a result, hydroxide ions are attracted to the channel walls and
form a second adsorption peak (data not shown). In this case, both hydronium and hydroxide
ions are sheared away, leading to a slightly negative streaming current (~5 nA) due to the
predominant flux of hydroxide ions. Moreover, at an uncharged surface in pure water under
standard conditions (with bulk concentration ¢y = 107" M of hydronium and hydroxide),
the streaming current resulting from specific adsorption amounts to —1.8 pA (Figure 2.5B).
This ion-specific anomalous streaming current is closely related to the electroosmotic flow
at uncharged hydrophobic channels in sodium iodide solutions [77]. The contribution to
the streaming current from specific adsorption of hydronium and hydroxide to an uncharged
surface is minor. However, it can become important for strong ion-surface interactions at
charged surfaces, as will be discussed further below. For a small negative surface charge
(0 = 1.2-107% e/nm?), the effect of preferential hydronium adsorption can be exactly
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canceled (point of zero charge). Beyond this point, the streaming current is positive and
increases linearly with increasing negative surface charge. The situation is reversed if the sign
of the surface charge density is reversed. In this case, the streaming current is negative, since
hydroxide is attracted to the positively charged channel walls and sheared away preferentially,
leading to oxygen production at the target electrode.

Figure 2.5C shows the dependence of the current on the channel size. Similar to the results
for top hat flow (Figure 2.4F), the streaming current increases with increasing channel size
at a given flow velocity. The dashed line indicates a frequently used approximation in the
limit kR >> 1 [81].

In addition to electrical and hydrogen generation, our apparatus can be used to detect
small changes in surface properties resulting from the selective interaction of different ions
with surfaces in ultra-dilute solutions [76]. In Figure 2.5D, we show the effects of adding 0.1
nM anions and cations with surface affinity VSi while maintaining a constant concentration of
hydronium and hydroxide. The streaming current is affected only for ion-surface interactions
much larger than the thermal energy kgT'. Strong anion adsorption creates a higher effective
surface charge and therefore generates greater charge separation and a larger streaming
current. Strong cation adsorption, on the other hand, reduces the effective surface charge
density and therefore decreases the streaming current. For instance, the addition of 0.1 nM
KCI leads to a 10% reduction in the streaming current [76]. This corresponds to a cation
affinity of about Vg™ = 12 kgT', which is similar in magnitude to the non-electrostatic affinity
of cations to carboxylate surface groups [111]. Consequently, ultra-dilute experiments allow
us to estimate the affinity of cations to the surface silanol groups. The affinity of the ions
for the undissociated silica surface groups is too weak (<10 kgT') to affect the streaming
current at such low salt concentrations [91].

In addition to surface charge and channel dimensions, the hydrophobicity of the channel
walls play an important role for the energy conversion efficiency. While the former conditions
mainly influence the ionic distribution, the surface hydrophobicity has a direct influence on
the hydrodynamic flow profile. On small scales, the hydrodynamic boundary conditions
deviate from the usual non-slip boundary condition. Assuming that the surface stress is
linearly related to the surface velocity leads to the slip length shown schematically in the
inset of Figure 2.6A [112]. Increasing the surface slip by increasing the hydrophobicity
enhances the flow rate through small channels, offering the possibility of reducing dissipation
due to fluid /surface friction (Equation 2.16). This increases the energy conversion efficiency
e, defined as the ratio between the output and the input power. For pressure driven flow, ¢
is given by

I

QAp

where V1 is the voltage gradient. Figure 2.6A shows the streaming current as a function
of the water contact angle or the slip length (Equation 2.14). The increase in the energy
conversion efficiency for constant input pressure is shown in 2.6B. For the micron sized chan-
nels, the conversion efficiency can be increased by a factor of 1.4 using hydrophobic surface
coatings as confirmed by our experiments (Figure 2.7). A further increase in the conversion

(2.32)
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Figure 2.5: Streaming current (nA) as function of different parameters for a 30 gm channel
with an average flow velocity v = 50 m/s. Unless otherwise stated, the channel has a surface
charge density of ¢ = —0.0001 ¢/nm?: (A) Streaming current dependence on the bulk ion
concentration (red line). The dotted line indicates the limit in which the electric double
layers do not overlap (large channels). The dashed line is the result for neglecting specific
ion adsorption at the liquid/solid interface. (B) Streaming current dependence on the surface
charge density. The value of the anomalous streaming current for uncharged channels is —1.8
pA. (C) Streaming current dependence on the channel radius. The dotted gray line indicates
the frequently used approximation in the limit kR >> 1 (Equation 2.12). (D) Streaming
current dependence on the anion or cation ion-surface affinity VSi for a 0.1 nM salt solution
The electrostatic surface potential ®( is shown in the inset. Gray areas indicate reversal of
the sign of the streaming current leading to oxygen production at the target electrode.

efficiency could become possible by using nano-fluidic channels that are comparable in size
to the slip length [87].

Guided by the theoretical predictions, we have employed surface coatings to vary the
surface charge density and surface hydrophobicity of the channels. The results are shown
in Figure 2.7 for a 30 pm channel. Reversal of the surface charge density and the sign of
the streaming current is achieved by coating with APTES and DDMAC. Additionally, in
agreement with the theoretical predictions, the streaming current increases with enhanced
surface hydrophobicity. The ODS and DDMAC coatings are both terminated with long
alkyl chains and thereby significantly reduce the hydrophilicity of the silica substrate. These
two coatings significantly enhance the streaming current relative to that of their hydrophilic
counterparts — uncoated silica (46.3%) and APTES (49.3%). Finally, a 0.6:0.4 mixture by
mole ratio of DMOAP:ODS significantly reduces the surface charge density and therefore
results in a much smaller streaming current.

Conclusions

In this work, we study electrokinetic streaming currents generated from water flowing
through micron sized channels, focusing on modifications of surface properties with the goal
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Figure 2.6: (A) Streaming current as function the surface hydrophobicity measured by the
water contact angle © or the slip length [, for constant input pressure. The inset shows a
sketch of the slip velocity next to an interface. The slip length [, corresponds to the distance
wherein the linear extrapolation of the velocity profile reaches zero. (B) Efficiency increase
by increasing the surface hydrophobicity at constant input pressure for a 30 pm channel with
surface charge density of o = —0.0001 e/nm?.
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Figure 2.7: Streaming currents measured for surface coatings of varying surface charge den-
sity and surface hydrophobicity: Coating with ODS results in a negatively charged hydropho-
bic surface and increases the streaming current. The APTES and DDMAC coatings result
in positively charged surfaces and reversal of the sign of the streaming current. The 0.6:0.4
DMOAP:ODS significantly reduces the surface charge and thereby results in a large reduc-
tion in the streaming current. The gray area indicates reversal of the sign of the streaming
current.
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of increasing the energy conversion efficiency. The combination of a Poisson-Boltzmann
description, continuum hydrodynamics, and microjet electrokinetic experiments provides
detailed insight into the contribution of electrostatic and non-electrostatic interactions to
the streaming current. Specific adsorption of hydronium and hydroxide leads to anomalous
ion-specific electrokinetic effects at uncharged surfaces, resulting in a streaming current of
~1.8 pA. This non-electrostatic contribution is negligible when compared to the contribu-
tion of long-ranged electrostatic interactions at charged surfaces which result in streaming
currents that are orders of magnitude larger (10-100 nA). In a negatively charged channel,
the streaming current originates from the extended double layer formed by the preferential
adsorption of hydronium to the solid/liquid interface. This more detailed model revises that
suggested by Duffin et al., which proposed that hydroxide was preferentially adsorbed to the
channel walls [1, 2]. This previous model neglected to account for the channel’s negative
surface charge density. Specific ion adsorption becomes important for ions with high surface
affinity (Vs > kgT), and the interfacial affinity can be quantified using ultra-dilute salt
solutions.

Tuning the surface properties of the channel, via silanization, provides a method for
reversing the surface charge, thereby reversing the sign of the streaming current and switching
between hydronium or hydroxide as the main charge carrier. Similarly, tuning the surface
coating such that the surface charges are are minimized results in a significant reduction in the
streaming current, an effect that can be exploited to minimize interference by the streaming
potential in liquid microjet X-ray and UV photoemission spectroscopy experiments [21-23].
Moreover, increasing the surface hydrophobicity provides an avenue for increasing the energy
conversion efficiency by reducing dissipation from fluid /surface friction. In particular, using
carbon nano-tubes that are known to have an extremely large slip length could increase
the current to a multiple of its current levels. However, generating a hydrostatic pressure
differential at such small scales may prove challenging.
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Chapter 3

Electrokinetic Detection of X-Ray
Spectra of Weakly Interacting
Liquids: n-Decane and n-Nonane

The material in this chapter was reproduced, with permission, from: Lam, R. K.; Shih, O.;
Smith, J. W.; Sheardy, A. T.; Rizzuto, A. M.; Prendergast, D.; Saykally, R. J. Electrokinetic
Detection for X-Ray Spectra of Weakly Interacting Liquids: N-Decane and N-Nonane. J.
Chem. Phys. 2014, 140 (23), 234202.

Introduction

The introduction of liquid microjets [24, 25] into soft X-ray absorption spectroscopy
(XAS) by Wilson et al. enabled applications to liquids [27]. Prior to this, soft XAS was
restricted to ultra-high vacuum surface physics and gas phase studies. This methodology has
since enabled the measurement of Resonant Inelastic X-ray Scattering (RIXS) [113, 114] and
Resonant Photoemission (RPE) [115, 116] spectra of liquids, which provide complementary
data to XAS. The use of liquidmicrojets also facilitates the study of liquids without attendant
radiation damage, which can be a serious limitation. However, a gas phase background,
resulting from the vapor jacket surrounding the liquid jet, is always present. This background
is usually small relative to the primary liquid signal, comprising less than 10% of the total
signal detected for aqueous samples, such that a straightforward subtraction of the gaseous
signal is typically sufficient. However, weakly interacting liquids (e.g., hydrocarbons) have
faster evaporation rates under high vacuum conditions that generate more extensive vapor
jackets around the microjets, precluding meaningful characterization of the liquids. Total
Electron Yield (TEY) [28, 116-121], Total Ion Yield (TTY) [122, 123], and Total Fluorescence
Yield (TFY) [124-127], which comprise the most common detection schemes for XAS of
liquid microjets, are all sensitive to the vapor background. New experimental modalities
or new detection methods are therefore necessary to enable the study of weakly interacting
liquids, which are important solvents in many chemical and biochemical contexts [128-131].
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This vapor background issue can potentially be addressed through the use of liquid flow
cells, which have recently been used in XAS studies of a wide variety of systems [132-134].
These flow cells separate the liquid from the high vacuum environment through the use
of silicon nitride windows. However, in the soft X-ray region, the windows attenuate the
incoming X-ray beam, resulting in a significant reduction in signal, and they severely limit
the study of nitrogen-containing compounds. Moreover, fluorescence detection must be used
to detect the already-reduced signal and for low Z atoms, such as carbon, nitrogen, and
oxygen, X-ray fluorescence is not the dominant de-excitation pathway [135, 136]. Instead,
the Auger process, which results in the ejection of electrons, is heavily favored as the core-
level de-excitation process. Therefore, it is usually preferable to detect via electron yield —
especially when probing low Z atoms.

The use of liquid microjets in XAS provides important advantages over other existing
methods for the study of liquids. This approach allows for windowless coupling to the X-ray
synchrotron source, which ensures that the photon flux is not attenuated prior to interac-
tion with the liquid. The microjet also provides a dynamic, rapidly renewed (microsecond
residence times) sample which effectively eliminates sample damage. The signal generated
by the impinging X-ray beam can then be detected via TEY, TIY, or TFY. To reduce or
eliminate the vapor background attending the use of liquid microjets, new detection tech-
niques, motivated by optogalvanic [137, 138] and electrokinetic [1, 2, 76] detection methods
have been explored by our group. A schematic diagram of a typical microjet electrokinetics
experiment is presented in Figure 3.1A. A more detailed description of the microjet electroki-
netics experiment has been published previously [1, 2, 76]. Briefly, the current generated via
charge separation at the microjet orifice can be detected both upstream, via back-conduction
through the liquid, and downstream, on a target electrode. Analogously, we demonstrate in
the present study that the X-ray absorption signal can be detected upstream of the imping-
ing X-ray beam by measuring the magnitude of the charge present in the liquid jet following
the removal of the ionized electrons by a positively biased electrode. Detecting downstream,
while possible, proved to be impractical upon testing. The charge present in the liquid is
proportional to the number of observed absorption events; hence, the method constitutes a
novel type of action spectroscopy for core-level spectroscopy.

Materials and Methods
A. Sample Preparation

Water of 18.2 MS2-cm resistivity was obtained from a Millipore purification system. n-
Nonane and n-decane with stated purity of at least 99% were obtained commercially from
Alfa Aesar. Samples were used without further purification.
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Figure 3.1: Experimental schematics. (A) Schematic of microjet electrokinetics experiment.
Streaming current can be simultaneously collected at the target electrode and upstream of
the point of charge separation via back conduction. (B) Downstream detection: A heated
metal plate was placed between the skimmer and liquid nitrogen trap. The downstream
signal is collected concurrently with the TEY signal. Upstream detection: The standard
silica capillary is replaced with a 50 pm stainless steel TaperTip. The upstream signal is de-
tected via the metal capillary concurrently with the TEY signal. Upstream and downstream
detection schemes were not used concurrently. previously.
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B. Experimental Design

Oxygen and carbon K-edge TEY, downstream, and upstream spectra were collected at
Beamline 8.0.1 at the Advanced Light Source (ALS) at Lawrence Berkeley National Labo-
ratory. A detailed description of the X-ray experiment has been published previously [117].
Minor changes were made to accommodate the new downstream and upstream detection
methods. Briefly, an intense (>10'! photons/s), high resolution (E/AE = 7000), and tun-
able soft X-ray beam is generated from an undulator at the ALS. The beam is then focused
(100 x 35 pm spot size) onto a liquid jet. A syringe pump (Teledyne-ISCO 260D) drives the
liquid through fused capillary tubing with a 30-50 pum inner diameter, creating a liquid jet
with linear flow velocities in the range 1-200 m/s that is intersected with the X-ray beam in
a high vacuum (~2-10=% Torr) chamber. The liquid beam then passes through a skimmer
and freezes onto a cryogenic trap. A TEY signal is collected with a positively biased (2.1
kV) copper electrode located ~1 cm above the liquid sample as a function of photon energy.
Vapor phase TEY spectra were collected by positioning the liquid microjet above or below
the incident X-ray beam. The recorded spectra were normalized to the current (1) collected
from a gold mesh located further up the beamline to account for X-ray intensity variations.

To facilitate the new detection modalities, a straightforward modification was applied to
our experimental endstation [117]. A schematic representation of the modified experimental
design is shown in Figure 3.1B. To enable the indirect detection of core-level absorption
spectra downstream of the incident X-ray beam, a stainless steel target electrode, with an
attached DC Peltier heater to prevent freezing, was placed between the skimmer aperture
and the cryogenic trap. Current from the target was collected simultaneously with the TEY
signal. To collect spectra upstream of the incident X-rays, the usual fused silica capillary is
replaced with a 50 pum stainless steel TaperTip (New Objective). A wire is connected from
the metal nozzle to a current amplifier (FEMTO DDPCA-300) to collect the upstream signal.
The upstream spectrum is acquired simultaneously with the TEY spectrum. Simultaneous
detection with TEY is essential to both the upstream and the downstream detection schemes.
The removal of the ionized electrons by the positively biased electrode results in a positively
charged liquid jet. The magnitude of the positive current can then be measured both up-
stream or downstream of the incident X-ray beam. The exact mechanism of conduction
through the resistive liquid for the upstream detection is presently undetermined although
induction is likely. Upstream and downstream signals were not collected concurrently.

C. Simulations and Calculations

Gromacs 4.6.4 [139-143] was used to perform classical NVT MD simulations of both gas
phase and liquid n-decane. The gas phase system contained a single decane molecule in a
cubic box of edge 30.000 A and the liquid system contained 30 molecules of decane in a
periodic cubic box of edge 21.280 A. The simulations employed a modified OPLS-AA [144-
146] forcefield developed by Siu et al. [147]. Following an initial minimization, the liquid
system was heated to 298 K and then equilibrated for 500 ps under constant pressure to a
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final density of 0.736 g/ml. An NVT simulation was then run for 2 ns. For the gas phase
system, an NV'T simulation was run immediately following heating to 298 K. The molecular
configuration of each system was collected every 20 ps for use in the spectral simulation.

To calculate the X-ray absorption spectrum, atomic coordinates were taken from the final
snapshot of the NVT simulation of liquid decane and from 10 uncorrelated snapshots of the
single molecule NVT simulation for gas phase decane. The core-level excitation linestrengths
were calculated with the eXcited electron and Core Hole (XCH) density functional theory
approach [148]. The electronic structure was calculated using the plane wave self consistent
field (PWSCF) code from the Quantum ESPRESSO package [149]. The exchange corre-
lation energy was estimated with the Perdew-Burke-Ernzerhof (PBE) exchange correlation
functional within the generalized gradient approximation [150]. A plane wave basis set with
periodic boundary conditions and a kinetic energy cut-off of 25 Ry was used to model the
localized and delocalized states. In the XCH approach, the lowest core-hole excited state
is explicitly treated. The resulting self-consistent field was used to generate higher excited
states non-self consistently. Transition amplitudes were then calculated within the single-
particle and dipole approximations. The calculated transitions are broadened by Gaussian
convolution of 0.1 eV full width half maximum. The energy axis was aligned relative to the
experimentally collected vapor phase spectra of decane and a similarly calculated spectrum
for a single decane molecule. Isosurfaces were calculated with Quantum ESPRESSO and
rendered in VESTA [151].

Results and Discussion

Detecting the signal downstream of the incident X-rays, while possible, proved to be prob-
lematic. The addition of the DC heater to mitigate freezing in the high vacuum environment
resulted in the crystallization of solutes onto the target. This led to a rapid degradation in
the target electrode conductivity and the ability to detect changes in the charge carried by
the liquid jet. Additionally, the natural breakup of the liquid jet due to Rayleigh instabilities
(152, 153] and evaporation in the vacuum chamber often prevented the charged liquid from
reaching the target electrode. Due to these issues, downstream detection of the X-ray signal
as a method of reducing the vapor background was deemed impractical.

Detecting the X-ray absorption signal upstream of the impinging X-rays proved to be
a more viable approach. By using a metal capillary as the detection electrode, the issues
that arose from the downstream detection, freezing on the target electrode, crystallization
of dissolved solutes, and vaporization of the liquid jet prior to detection, were entirely elim-
inated. The upstream detection scheme was first tested on the well-studied liquid water
system [27, 154] and then on liquid nonane and liquid decane. These weakly interacting,
long-chain liquid hydrocarbons are not typically considered to be highly volatile liquids, but
since they exhibit high evaporation rates under high vacuum conditions, they essentially
behave as such. As a result, in previous attempts to measure X-ray absorption spectra of
liquid long-chain alkanes using microjets, only vapor phase spectra were collected. Figure
3.2 compares the oxygen K-edge core-level spectra of liquid water collected via both TEY
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Figure 3.2: Oxygen K-edge absorption spectra for 25°C liquid water measured simultaneously
with TEY and upstream detection. Spectra have been normalized to the peak maxima for
direct comparison.
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Figure 3.3: Unnormalized oxygen K-edge absorption spectra for 25°C water measured simul-
taneously with TEY and upstream detection. (A) On-jet (liquid) spectra; (B) off-jet (vapor)
spectra. The off-jet signal originates from the liquid microjet vapor jacket.



CHAPTER 3. ELECTROKINETIC DETECTION OF X-RAY SPECTRA OF WEAKLY
INTERACTING LIQUIDS: N-DECANE AND N-NONANE 30

and upstream detection. The spectra are normalized to the intensity of the strongest peak
to facilitate direct comparison. As expected, due to the thin vapor jacket surrounding the
water jet, the on-jet spectrum of liquid water is identical for the two detection methods.
However, comparison of the unnormalized liquid (on-jet) and vapor (off-jet) spectra, shown
in Figure 3.3, reveals a significant difference in the two detection schemes. While the up-
stream detection exhibits only a slightly reduced sensitivity to the signal originating in the
liquid, it exhibits a significantly reduced sensitivity to the signal from the microjet vapor
jacket.Overall, there is a five-fold increase in the liquid /vapor signal contrast in the upstream
spectrum and similar signal-to-noise ratios when compared to TEY detection. The ~20%
decrease in the signal intensity in the upstream spectrum is likely a result of the inefficiencies
in the mechanism of charge transfer back through the liquid.

In prior attempts to measure X-ray absorption spectra of liquid hydrocarbons using
liquid microjets with TEY, shown in Figure 3.4A, the area normalized on-jet and off-jet
spectra appeared essentially identical, whereas for strongly interacting liquids, like water
and methanol, the liquid-phase spectrum is distinctly different from that of the gas and solid
phases [27, 155, 156]. The anticipated broadening and spectral changes normally associated
with the transition from the gas phase to the liquid phase spectrum were not observed
in the hydrocarbon TEY spectra shown above. There are two possible explanations for
this invariance between the liquid and vapor spectra observed previously. The first is that
there genuinely is no difference between the gas phase and condensed phase spectra. Liquid
hydrocarbons interact primarily through dispersion and weak electrostatic forces [147, 157—
159]. Tt is possible that these interactions are simply not strong enough to exert an observable
influence on the energy levels of the unoccupied orbital states of the molecule that are
probed in the X-ray experiment. However, the increased density in the liquid phase should
result in inhomogeneous, collisional broadening that should be clearly evident in the liquid
spectrum at the high resolution of the present X-ray experiments. A more likely explanation
for the similarities between the previously measured absorption spectra is simply that the
signal arising from the vapor surrounding the microjet overwhelms the on-jet TEY spectrum.
Liquid nonane exhibits an evaporation rate in a high vacuum environment that is significantly
greater than those of the typical systems studied using liquid microjets (primarily aqueous
solutions and alcohols) [25, 160]. The faster evaporation rate thus leads to a higher local
vapor pressure surrounding the microjet and thus a larger vapor signal component in the
on-jet spectrum.

Because the upstream detection method is much less sensitive to the signal originating
from the vapor jacket, it can more effectively sample the genuine liquid phase spectra of
samples with high local vapor pressures. Newly detected carbon K-edge X-ray absorption
spectra of liquid nonane and decane are shown in Figures 3.4B and 3.4C. The spectra shown
have been area normalized to allow for the comparison of peak intensity changes and shifts
between the liquid and vapor phase. In these newly obtained spectra, clear differences are
apparent between the on-jet (upstream and TEY) and the off-jet (TEY) vapor signal. In the
on-jet (liquid) spectra, the feature centered near 292 eV is significantly broadened (FWHM:
2.13 eV for vapor; 4.25 eV for TEY; 5.45 eV upstream for decane) and slightly blueshifted
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Figure 3.4: Carbon K-edge X-ray absorption spectra for n-nonane and n-decane. All ex-
perimental spectra have been area normalized. (A) Previously measured carbon K-edge
absorption (TEY) spectra of n-nonane. Off-jet signal, shown in green, is the vapor signal
originating from the microjet vapor jacket. (B) Carbon K-edge absorption spectra of n-
nonane measured simultaneously with TEY and upstream detection. Off-jet signal, shown
in green, is the vapor signal originating from the microjet vapor jacket. FWHM: off-jet: 2.70
eV; TEY: 3.24 eV; upstream: 4.26 eV. Blue-shift relative to off-jet: TEY: 0.11 eV; upstream:
0.30 eV. (C) Carbon K-edge absorption spectra of n-decane measured simultaneously with
TEY and upstream detection. Off-jet signal, shown in green, is the vapor signal originating
from the microjet vapor jacket. FWHM: off-jet: 2.13 eV; TEY: 4.25 eV; upstream: 5.45 eV.
Blue-shift relative to off-jet: TEY: 0.42 eV; upstream: 0.80 eV. (D) Comparison of carbon
K-edge liquid phase spectra of nonane and decane measured with upstream detection. (E)
Comparison of the calculated carbon K-edge spectra for gas phase decane and liquid decane.
Peak 1 (C 1s — o¢*(C-H), 287.2 ¢V) and peak 2 (C 1s — o*(C-H), 287.8 ¢V).



CHAPTER 3. ELECTROKINETIC DETECTION OF X-RAY SPECTRA OF WEAKLY
INTERACTING LIQUIDS: N-DECANE AND N-NONANE 32

(TEY: 0.42 eV; upstream: 0.80 eV for decane) relative to the off-jet spectra. A significant
reduction (~40%) in intensity of the feature near 292 eV is observed in the liquid phase
spectra. More importantly, the upstream spectra are more blueshifted and broadened, and
exhibit a greater reduction in peak intensity than the do TEY on-jet spectra, indicating that
the upstream signal exhibits a significantly reduced sensitivity to the vapor, and therefore a
far more genuine liquid-phase signal.

To interpret the experimental X-ray absorption spectra, calculations were performed
using the XCH density functional theory approach [148] described above for both gas phase
and liquid phase decane. As the measured spectra for nonane and decane exhibit nearly
identical spectral features, shown in Figure 3.4D, the analogous XCH calculations were not
performed for nonane. Due to the inherent similarities between the liquid and vapor spectra,
the first two peaks, centered at 287.2 eV and 287.7 eV were assigned by comparing to the
calculated spectrum for a single decane molecule, as shown in Figure 3.4E. The two peaks
correspond to orthogonal C Is — ¢*(C-H) transitions. Unlike the broad feature centered
near 292 eV, these two peaks are not significantly blueshifted in the liquid. This indicates that
the LUMO and LUMO-1 states are not appreciably perturbed by intermolecular interactions
in the liquid phase. In contrast, the broad feature centered at 292 eV arises from many
highly mixed and delocalized states. The calculated spectrum of liquid decane exhibits
the same broadening, shift, and reduction in intensity as the experimental spectrum. The
broadening observed in the liquid phase spectra of nonane and decane is primarily a result
of inhomogeneous broadening, since the liquid linewidths considerably exceed the gas phase
linewidths, which are dominated by the core-hole lifetimes.

Conclusions

Using the new upstream detection approach, unperturbed spectra of two weakly inter-
acting liquids, n-nonane and n-decane, were obtained and exhibit very good agreement with
spectra calculated from first principles theory. With this windowless approach, we are able
to retain all of the advantages gained from the use of liquid microjets while effectively sup-
pressing the gas phase background. With less volatile liquids, such as water, an essentially
complete elimination of the gas phase background is observed. This opens the way for general
study of this new class of liquids and solutions.
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Chapter 4

Hydrogen Bonding Interactions in
Water-Alcohol Mixtures from X-Ray
Absorption Spectroscopy

The material in this chapter was reproduced, with permission, from: Lam, R. K.; Smith,
J. W.; Saykally, R. J. Communication: Hydrogen Bonding Interactions in Water-Alcohol
Mixtures from X-Ray Absorption Spectroscopy. J. Chem. Phys. 2016, 144 (19), 191103.

Introduction

It is well established that non-ideal liquid-liquid binary mixtures can exhibit negative
excess entropies of mixing, i.e., the measured entropy of mixing is less than that predicted
for the mixing of two ideal liquids. For an ideal mixture of two liquids, A and B, the entropy
of mixing is given by

Sid:—/{?N[XAlIlZEA—i‘XBlDJIB] (41)

where k is Boltzmann’s constant, N is the number of molecules, and z; is the mole fraction
of each component. The excess entropy of mixing is thereby defined as

where S,,;; is the measured entropy of mixing. Negative excess entropy of mixing would
therefore indicate the formation of a non-ideal mixture that exhibits enhanced order or
structuring. Many alcohol-water mixtures (i.e., methanol-water, ethanol-water, etc.) exhibit
negative excess entropies of mixing, an effect first experimentally characterized by Butler et
al. in 1933 who deduced the free energy of alcohols in aqueous solution through partial vapor
pressure measurements.[36] Methanol-, ethanol-, and isopropanol-water solutions were fur-
ther examined by Lama and Lu [161] who showed that the excess entropy of mixing in these
alcohol water mixtures remained negative for all concentrations of alcohol. Additionally,
while the excess enthalpies of mixing for methanol- and ethanol-water mixtures were always
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negative, indicating the formation of stronger interactions in the mixtures relative to those
in the pure liquids, the excess enthalpy of mixing for isopropanol-water mixture is positive
for concentrations above z;p,og =~ 0.45. This positive excess enthalpy of mixing observed
in isopropanol-water mixtures was attributed to steric hindrance, resulting from the bulky
isopropyl group, impeding ideal hydrogen bond (HB) formation.

Despite significant experimental and theoretical effort [162-172], a converged model for
the liquid structure of these mixtures has yet to be established. To explain the anomalous be-
havior of the alcohol-water mixtures, many have invoked Frank and Evans’ proposed iceberg
model for the solvation of hydrophobic species in water, wherein water forms clathrate-like
structures around the solvated hydrophobic groups [37]. Molecular dynamics (MD) sim-
ulations have provided evidence both for and against this model [38-40]. More recently,
microscopic clustering and aggregation have been proposed as an alternative explanation
for the observed negative excess entropy [173-178]. Experimental studies, employing a wide
range of experimental techniques, have thus far been inconclusive [160, 179, 180]. Neutron
and X-ray diffraction studies of methanol- and ethanol-water mixtures have concluded that
incomplete mixing alone can explain the negative excess entropy of mixing [181-186]. This
has been supported by X-ray emission and X-ray absorption studies [155, 156, 187]. Dielec-
tric relaxation and nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopies support the clustering expla-
nation while also revealing reduced liquid mobility [188-193]. Using Raman spectroscopy,
Ben-Amotz et al. have concluded that the observed clustering in alcohol-water mixtures
is a result of random, rather than hydrophobic, interactions [194, 195]. In contrast, some
femtosecond midinfrared spectroscopy experiments have shown that water surrounding the
aliphatic groups of the alcohols displays significantly slowed dynamics relative to the bulk,
lending support to the model in which the measured negative excess entropy is attributed to
water forming clathrate-like structure around the hydrophobic groups of the alcohols [196].

Here, we present a study of methanol-, ethanol-, and isopropanol-water mixtures via
liquid microjet X-ray absorption spectroscopy (XAS). XAS is an atom-specific probe of a
system’s unoccupied electronic states sensitive to both the intermolecular and intramolecular
environments. It is therefore ideal for probing liquid structure. Since introducing the use of
liquid microjet technology in XAS of liquids in 2001 [27], we have employed this methodology
to study a wide variety of phenomena in liquid systems, including ion solvation and pairing in
water [28, 29], the solvation of lithium in propylene carbonate [30], the hydrolysis of carbon
dioxide [34], and the structure of hydrated carbonic acid [33].

Experimental Methods

Oxygen K-edge total electron yield (TEY) spectra were collected at Beamline 8.0.1 at the
Advanced Light Source (ALS) at the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. A detailed
description of the experiment has been published previously [117]. Briefly, an intense (>10"
photons/s), high resolution (E/AE = 7000), and tunable soft X-ray beam is generated by an
undulator magnet at the ALS. A dual syringe pump system (Teledyne-ISCO 260D) drives
two liquid samples — water (18.2 MQ2-cm from a Millipore purification system) and methanol,
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ethanol, or isopropanol — through a mixing tee and an extended length of polyether ether
ketone (PEEK) tubing to ensure complete mixing of the liquids (interaction time >1 min),
and finally into a 30 um inner diameter fused silica capillary to create a liquid jet with a
linear flow velocity of ~20 m/s. The liquid beam is intersected with the focused (100 x 35
pm spot size) X-ray beam in a high vacuum (~2 - 10~* Torr) chamber, yielding an on-jet
spectrum. The liquid jet then passes through a skimmer and freezes onto a cryogenic trap.
The TEY signal is collected as a function of photon energy with a positively biased (2.1 kV)
copper electrode placed ~1 cm above the liquid sample. Vapor phase (off-jet) TEY spectra
were collected by translating the liquid microjet above or below the incident X-ray beam.
The collected spectra were normalized to the current Iy collected from a gold mesh located
further upstream on the beamline to account for X-ray intensity variations. The vapor phase
contribution to the on-jet spectrum was removed via a straightforward subtraction of the
measured off-jet spectrum, yielding a liquid phase spectrum.

Results and Discussion

Measured oxygen K-edge spectra for liquid- and vapor-phase water, methanol, ethanol,
and isopropanol are presented in Figure 4.1. The liquid phase XA spectrum of water is
significantly altered from that of the vapor characterized by both a ~1 eV blue shift and a
large degree of inhomogeneous broadening. The XA spectra of the liquid alcohols exhibit
many similarities with that of water. In liquid water, the pre-edge feature, centered at ~535
eV, is associated with broken hydrogen bonds (HBs) [148]. A similar pre-edge feature is
also observed in all of the alcohols, wherein this pre-edge feature is red-shifted (~1 eV),
relative to water, and is lowered in intensity, manifesting only as a shoulder in methanol and
ethanol, rather than a distinct peak as seen in water and isopropanol. Note that this is not
in agreement with previous finding by Nagasaka et al. who observed the absorption onset of
methanol and water at the same energy [187].

Significant changes are observed in the pre-edge region of the alcohol spectra (533-535
eV) upon the addition of water (Figure 4.2). In the methanol- and ethanol-water mixtures, a
significant reduction in intensity of the alcohol pre-edge feature is observed following the ad-
dition of a relatively small amount of water. For the methanol-water mixtures, the methanol
pre-edge feature is only present in pure MeOH and 9:1 MeOH:H;O mixtures. In the 7:3
MeOH:H;0O mixture, only the pre-edge feature of water is present. The water pre-edge
peak continues to grow upon further addition of water. In the ethanol-water mixtures, the
ethanol pre-edge peak is only present in the pure ethanol spectrum. In mixtures contain-
ing both ethanol and water, the ethanol pre-edge feature is entirely absent while the water
pre-edge peak appears to increase monotonically with water concentration. This behavior is
not observed in the isopropanol-water mixtures where an initial increase in intensity in the
isopropanol pre-edge peak is observed for the 9:1 and 7:3 iPrOH:H50O mixtures. A decrease
in the intensity of the peak is observed in the 5:5 iPrOH:H50O mixture and those with higher
fractions of water. The pre-edge feature of liquid water and the analogous feature in the
alcohols originate from disorder in the hydrogen bonding network (i.e., broken hydrogen
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Figure 4.1: Oxygen K-edge XA spectra for vapor (dashed blue) and liquid (solid black) water,
methanol, ethanol, and isopropanol. Vapor spectra were collected by translating the liquid
jet above or below the incident X-ray beam. The measured spectra have been calibrated via
a single-point energy alignment relative to the spectrum of liquid water.

bonds) [148, 160]. The rapid depletion of the alcohol pre-edge features in the spectra of the
methanol- and ethanol-water mixtures strongly suggests that the addition of even a small
amount of water to methanol and ethanol significantly reduces the number of dangling OH
bonds originating from the alcohol molecules. The corresponding formation of additional
hydrogen bonding interactions, which suggests enhanced structuring in the mixtures, would
be manifested thermodynamically as a reduction in entropy. The even more rapid disap-
pearance of the ethanol pre-edge feature, relative to that of methanol, is consistent with
previous measurements of excess entropy of mixing in which ethanol-water mixtures exhibit
a more negative excess entropy of mixing than do methanol-water mixtures [161]. Addition-
ally, more recent ab initio calculations on methanol- and ethanol-water clusters indicate that
the ethanol-water hydrogen bonding interaction is slightly stronger than the methanol-water
interaction [197]. In the liquid system, this would likely be manifested as a greater number
of alcohol-water hydrogen bonding interactions in ethanol-water relative to methanol-water.

In the isopropanol-water mixtures, an increase in the intensity of the alcohol pre-edge
peak is observed for mixtures containing up to 0.5 water mole fraction. This suggests that
the addition of water to isopropanol induces more disorder in that portion of the hydrogen
bonding network involving the isopropanol as the hydrogen bond donor, consistent with
previous measurements of the excess enthalpy of mixing of such mixtures [161]. While
the excess enthalpy of mixing of methanol- and ethanol-water mixtures is always negative,
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Figure 4.2: Oxygen K-edge XA spectra in the pre-edge region for the alcohol-water mixtures.
Top: methanol-water. Middle: ethanol-water. Bottom: isopropanol-water. Ratios indicate
molar ratios of the mixtures. Spectra have been normalized to the first minimum above the
water pre-edge (~535.7 eV). The small differences in the pure water spectra collected for
the different alcohol-water mixtures are attributable to artifacts from the vapor subtraction.
In particular, the on-jet water spectrum collected with the isopropanol mixtures exhibited a
greater vapor contribution.
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isopropanol-water mixtures exhibit a positive excess enthalpy of mixing in mixtures with
isopropanol mole fraction concentrations greater than 0.5. A positive excess enthalpy of
mixing is indicative of weaker liquid-liquid interactions present in the mixture relative to
those in the pure liquids. A reduction in the population of isopropanol-water hydrogen
bonds or an increase in the disorder in the hydrogen bonding network can account for
this measured thermodynamic property of the liquid. It cannot, however, account for the
negative excess entropy of the isopropanol-water as a reduction in hydrogen bonding should
result in an increase in the entropy. Therefore, the measured negative excess entropy of the
isopropanol-water system likely originates from incomplete mixing between the two liquids.

Conclusions

We have presented oxygen K-edge X-ray absorption spectra of methanol-, ethanol-, and
isopropanol-water mixtures. The spectra exhibit reproducible changes in the oxygen pre-edge
region (533-537 eV), corresponding to changes in the hydrogen bonding environment. In the
methanol- and ethanol-water mixtures, we find that the addition of water results in a signifi-
cant reduction in dangling alcohol OH bonds, evidenced by the rapid depletion of the alcohol
pre-edge peak. While this observation does not preclude micro-immiscibility as a contribut-
ing factor to the measured negative excess entropy of mixing, the formation of additional
liquid-liquid interactions would also contribute to the anomalous thermodynamic properties
of the methanol- and ethanol-water mixtures. In contrast, in isopropanol-water mixtures,
the addition of water initially results in an increase in the isopropanol pre-edge the intensity,
which indicates a significant increase in dangling alcohol OH bonds upon the addition of wa-
ter. In isolation, the disruption of the hydrogen bonding network in the isopropanol-water
mixtures would result in an increase in the entropy of mixing. The measured negative excess
entropy of the isopropanol system is likely a consequence of inhomogeneous mixing.
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Chapter 5

X-Ray Spectroscopy of Aqueous
Carbonates

5.1 The Hydration Structure of Aqueous Carbonic
Acid from X-Ray Absorption Spectroscopy

The material in this section was reproduced, with permission, from: Lam, R. K.; England, A.
H.; Sheardy, A. T.; Shih, O.; Smith, J. W.; Rizzuto, A. M.; Prendergast, D.; Saykally, R. J.
The Hydration Structure of Aqueous Carbonic Acid from X-Ray Absorption Spectroscopy.
Chem. Phys. Lett. 2014, 614, 282-286.

Introduction

Aqueous carbonic acid (HyCOs) is the centerpiece of both the global carbon cycle [44—
46] and physiological buffer and respiration systems [47-49], yet it remains incompletely
characterized despite enormous effort. As described in a very recent review [198], carbonic
acid has been well studied in both the gas phase [199-201] and in cryogenic matrixes [202-
206], but there have been very few successful spectroscopic studies of the aqueous acid, and
none of its electronic structure [42, 50, 51]. Carbonic acid is intrinsically unstable upon
contact with even a single water molecule, reacting via a proton chain mechanism to rapidly
form aqueous bicarbonate, carbonate, and hydrated protons [207-209], which comprises the
reversible mechanism for dissolution of CO, gas. Here we report the first measurement of
X-ray absorption spectra for aqueous carbonic acid, enabled by the use of fast-flow liquid
microjet technology [24, 27, 41], wherein protonation of a bicarbonate solution continuously
generates the acid as a function of pH under ambient conditions. We combine molecular
dynamics (MD) simulations with a first principles density functional theory (DFT) method
[148] to model and interpret the small (0.2 eV) measured blueshift of the carbonic acid
7 orbital in the C K-edge spectrum relative to that of bicarbonate [41], thereby gaining
new and detailed insights into the nature of aqueous carbonic acid. We find that the two
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most stable isomers donate two strong hydrogen (H-) bonds to water oxygens and accept a
stronger H-bond at the carbonyl and weaker H-bonds at the acidic oxygens, exhibiting an
average hydration number of 3.17 as torsional motions rearrange the solvation structures.
Because both gas phase and solid phase carbonic acid have been well studied, this work
will facilitate the development of detailed models for the reversible gas-liquid chemistry of
carbon dioxide.

Near edge X-ray absorption fine structure spectroscopy (NEXAFS), is an atom-specific
probe of both the electronic structure of a molecule and its local chemical environment,
making it a method of choice for detailed characterization of hydration interactions. Until
very recently, NEXAFS studies of the carbonate system were restricted to gaseous CO5 [210],
and to carbonates adsorbed to a surface [211] or in various solid mineral forms [212] by the
difficulties then inherent in addressing liquid samples by this high vacuum technology. In
2011, we reported the first NEXAFS study of aqueous carbonate and bicarbonate ions [41],
which was followed by an X-ray emission study in 2014 [213]. In the present experiment, we
follow an approach similar to that employed by Eberle et al. [50] in observing Raman spectra
of aqueous HyCO3, enabled by the slow dehydration of carbonic acid (k = 26.3 s71, ¢; /2 ~ 26
ms) relative to the very rapid protonation rate of the bicarbonate anion (k., = 4.7 - 101°
M~!s™, #1)5 & 21.3 ps; [H] = [HCO3] = 1 M) [42, 43], which facilitates accumulation of
carbonic acid. We combine a 0.5 M solution of NaHCO3 with 1 M HCI in a high velocity
liquid microjet mixing system to generate the acid at 25°C.

Materials and Methods

A. Sample Preparation

Samples (0.5 M NaHCO3 and 1 M HCI) were prepared using 18.2 MQ-cm resistivity water
obtained from a Millipore purification system. Concentrated HCI (12.1 M) was obtained from
J.T. Baker. NaHCO3 with stated purity of at least 99.7% was commercially obtained from
Sigma-Aldrich. Samples were used without further purification.

B. Experimental Design

Carbon K-edge total electron yield (TEY) spectra were collected at Beamline 8.0.1. A
detailed description of the experimental setup has been published previously [117]. Briefly,
an intense (>10" photons/s), high resolution (E/AE = 7000), tunable soft X-ray beam is
generated from an undulator at the ALS. The beam is focused (100 x 35 pum spot size) onto
the liquid microjet. A dual syringe pump system (Teledyne-ISCO 260D) drives the solution
through 30-50 pum inner diameter fused silica tubing to generate the liquid microjet with
high linear flow velocities (1-200 m/s) that is intersected with the X-ray beam in the high
vacuum (~2 - 10~* Torr) chamber.

Solutions are typically mixed shortly after the pump. The mixed solution then travels
through several meters of PEEK tubing (~7.5 min mixing time) before reaching the silica
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capillary. The long mixing time associated with this ‘standard’ experimental setup precluded
studies of short-lived intermediate species such as carbonic acid. To transcend this limitation,
a new fast-flow microjet mixing system was designed to mix the two solutions immediately
prior to the generation of the fast-flowing liquid jet. A Hastelloy Microvolume Y-Connector
was mounted inside the vacuum chamber and used to generate the liquid jet. To introduce
the sample, two of the openings in the connector were attached directly to the syringe
pumps with PEEK tubing. The third was used to hold the silica capillary and generate the
liquid jet. The mixing time in this scheme was shortened to ~0.5 ms, thereby facilitating
the observation of short-lived species in solution. This time is shorter than the previously
measured half-life of carbonic acid (~26 ms) [50] but significantly longer than the measured
rate for the proton transfer to bicarbonate (k,, = 4.7 - 101° M~ s71) [42, 43]. The liquid jet
then passes through a skimmer and freezes onto a cryogenic (liquid nitrogen) trap. A TEY
signal is then collected as a function of photon energy (0.2 eV step size), with a positively
biased (2.1 kV) copper electrode. Vapor phase TEY spectra were measured by positioning
the microjet a few microns above or below the incident X-ray beam.

C. Simulations and Calculations

The associated molecular dynamics (MD) simulations and calculated spectra were pub-
lished previously [41]. Briefly, Amber 9 [214] was used to generate 10 ns classical NVT-MD
trajectories for gaseous and dissolved CO, and Quantum mechanics/molecular mechanics
(QM/MM) trajectories for aqueous carbonate and carbonic acid. The simulation box for
the aqueous species contained ~90 TIP3P water molecules. From the generated trajectories,
molecular configurations were taken from 100 uncorrelated snapshots and used in the first
principles spectral calculation.

X-ray absorption spectra were calculated using the eXcited electron and Core Hole (XCH)
density field theory (DFT) method [148]. In this approach, the lowest energy core-hole
excited state is treated explicitly. Higher excited states are generated from the resulting self-
consistent field. The electronic structure was calculated using PWSCF from the Quantum
ESPRESSO package [149] and the exchange correlation energy was calculated with the PBE
exchange correlation functional under the generalized gradient approximation [150]. A plane
wave basis set with a 25 Ry kinetic energy cutoff and periodic boundary conditions was
used to model the localized and delocalized states. The calculated spectra were then aligned

relative to the C Is — 7 peak in the experimental gaseous carbon dioxide spectrum.
Isosurfaces were calculated with Quantum ESPRESSO and rendered in VESTA [151].

Results

Using the fast-flow microjet mixing system, X-ray absorption spectra of bicarbonate,
1:2, 1:1, and 2:1 mole fraction acid:bicarbonate mixtures were measured. The spectrum of
1:1 acid:bicarbonate was also measured without the fast-flow mixing system, wherein the
increased mixing time ensured that only gaseous carbon dioxide was present at the time of
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Figure 5.1: Peak-normalized experimental carbon K-edge X-ray absorption spectra. (A)
Overview of measured spectra for bicarbonate (red), and the mixtures 1:2 HCl:NaHCOj
(green), 1:1 HCl:NaHCOj (black), 2:1 HC1:NaHCOj; (purple), and 1:1 HCl:NaHCO3 without
the mixing system (blue). (B) Lorentzian-fit experimental X-ray absorption spectra of the
C 1s — " transition in bicarbonate (red), 1:2 HC:NaHCOj (green), 1:1 HCl:NaHCO3
(black), 2:1 HCI:NaHCOj3 (purple), and 1:1 HCl:NaHCOj3 without the mixing system (blue).
The maximum absorptions are at 290.35, 290.45, 290.53, 290.53, and 290.75 eV, respectively.
All other spectra were measured using a sample introduced by the fast-flow microjet mixing
system.

measurement. Good agreement between experimentally acquired spectra with the previously
calculated [41] first principles eXcited electron Core Hole (XCH) spectra [148] establish the
predictive nature of the XCH method and indicate that aqueous carbonic acid is indeed
the short-lived intermediate in the hydrolysis of carbon dioxide to form carbonate. Details
of the hydration structure of the acid are revealed in the molecular dynamics simulations
underlying the calculated XCH spectra [41].

The NEXAFS data are shown in Figure 5.1A. Spectra have been peak-normalized and
offset for clarity. All of these experimental spectra, with the exception of that for gaseous
carbon dioxide, exhibit a broad resonance between 293 and 305 eV. Through comparison with
the calculated isosurfaces of excited electronic states in this energy range, this resonance is
assigned to a C 1s — 7* transition for either bicarbonate or carbonic acid, depending on pH.
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Figure 5.2: Isosurfaces of the core-excited electron density for the 7* resoncances. Oxygen
atoms on the carbonate species are shaded. (A) NaHCOj3, (B) HoCOs, (C) aqueous COs,
(D) gaseous COs.

The sharp peaks centered at ~290 eV (Figure 5.1B) are assigned to the respective C 1s — 7*
transitions for the different carbonate species. Isosurfaces for the 7*(C=0) state are shown
in Figure 5.2 for bicarbonate (Figure 5.2A), carbonic acid (Figure 5.2B), dissolved carbon
dioxide (Figure 5.2C), and gaseous carbon dioxide (Figure 5.2D). These images were chosen
from molecular configurations whose spectra closely matched the simulated average spectra
of the thermodynamic ensembles. The experimental C 1s — 7* peaks have been fit to a
Lorentzian distribution (Figure 5.3) to facilitate the comparison with the calculated spectra.
In the C Is — «* transition, a reproducible blueshift (~0.2 ¢V) from the bicarbonate
spectrum to the 1:1 acid:bicarbonate mixture is observed. Furthermore, the gaseous carbon
dioxide (1:1 mixture without the mixing system) spectrum exhibits an additional blueshift
(~0.2 eV) relative to the 1:1 mixture acquired using the fast-flow microjet mixing system.
For the 1:2 acid:bicarbonate mixture, a broader C Is — 7* peak is observed. This feature
spans the width of the peaks observed in bicarbonate and in the 1:1 mixture, indicating that
both bicarbonate and the species present in the 1:1 mixture were also present in the 1:2
mixture. The 2:1 acid:bicarbonate mixture produced the same shift as the 1:1 mixture.

To assign the measured spectral features to specific species, the experimentally measured
spectra were compared to our [22] previously calculated spectra (Figure 5.4). The theoret-
ical spectra were energy-aligned relative to the C 1s — 7™ transition for gaseous carbon
dioxide. Comparison of the o* features confirmed that the species absorbing in the 1:1 and
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Figure 5.3: Unnormalized experimental spectra of the C 1s — «* transition (solid lines)
for NaHCOj3 (red), HoCOj (black), and COy (blue). The Lorentzian fits are shown in the
dashed lines. FWHM: 0.025 eV (NaHCOs3), 0.038 eV (H2COs), 0.11 eV (COqyy)).

2:1 acid:bicarbonate mixtures was not carbon dioxide, viz. the broad ¢* resonance between
293-305 eV is present in both the experimental and theoretical spectra of bicarbonate and
carbonic acid, but is not observed for carbon dioxide. Gaseous carbon dioxide does, however,
exhibit a weak characteristic vibronic peak ~2 eV higher in energy than the C 1s — 7* peak
[41], which was observed in the 1:1 mixture acquired without the fast-flow mixing system.
The C 1s — 7* transition observed for the 1:1 and 2:1 mixtures exhibits excellent agreement
between the experiment and calculated carbonic acid spectra, viz. the reduction in peak in-
tensity, along with the observed shifts of the 7* feature is observed in both the calculated
and experimental spectra. The shifts observed between different carbonate species originate
from the energy differences between the ground state and core-excited states of the respective
species interacting with the surrounding solvent molecules. The decrease in peak intensity
of the carbonic acid feature can be attributed to the coexistence of multiple rotamers (cis-cis
(CC), cis-trans (CT), trans-trans (T'T)) and their respective hydration environments. In the
calculated spectra for the different rotamers of carbonic acid, the C 1s — 7* features exhibit
small shifts (CC: 0.024 eV blueshift, CT: 0.024 red shift relative to TT), which would effect
the observed broadening and reduction in intensity. The isosurface for the cis-trans rotamer
is shown in Figure 5.2B. The species observed in the 1:1 and 2:1 acid:bicarbonate mixtures
was therefore assigned to aqueous carbonic acid. The broad C 1s — «* peak observed for
the 1:2 acid:bicarbonate mixture was attributed to the presence of both bicarbonate and
carbonic acid. The agreement between the previously calculated spectrum of aqueous car-
bonic acid and present experimental spectra demonstrates the predictive power of our XCH
spectral calculation.

The recent ab initio MD study by Kumar et al. [215] addresses the hydration of the
respective carbonate species, predicting that the solvation strength correlates with the net
charge on the solute,and that neutral COs acts like a typical hydrophobic solute, inducing
stronger hydrogen bonds among the adjacent waters. Considerable steric impedance to
optimal solvation is observed, and hindered librational motions of the hydrogen-bonded
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Figure 5.4: Lorentzian-fit experimental and calculated spectra of the C 1s — 7* transition
of carbonate species. Bicarbonate (red), carbonic acid (black), and gaseous carbon dioxide
(blue). Theoretical spectra were energy-aligned to the experimental spectra for gaseous
CO,. Experimental spectra are area normalized to facilitate comparison with the calculated
spectra.

network rearrange the solvation structures. Hydrogen bonds donated by carbonic acid to
first-shell oxygen atoms are predicted to be stronger than those donated by water to either
the hydroxyl or carbonyl oxygens of the acid. These predictions are partially supported
by the experimental results presented here. The radial distribution functions (RDFs) for
the carbonyl oxygen to water hydrogens for the different carbonate species in the snapshots
used in the XCH calculations are shown in Figure 5.5 [216]. The shift of the first peak
in the RDF to shorter distances with increasing negative charge of the carbonate species,
indicative of increasing hydrogen bond strength, agrees with previous predictions [215, 217,
218]. In general, the increasing H-bond strength is proportional to the hydration number
(measured for distances up to 2.5 A): Nay,COs (5.55), HCO, (4.26), H,CO3 (3.17), CO,
(0.56). These are lower than previously reported values (9.09-5.55 for carbonate and 5.41—
4.26 for bicarbonate) due to the inclusion of the sodium counterion in our simulations [41].
While the RDF for the hydroxyl oxygen to water hydrogen shown in Figure 5.6 also shows
good agreement with the predictions made by Kumar et al., indicating that the hydroxyl
oxygen of carbonic acid is a poor hydrogen bond acceptor, our simulations indicate that the
H-bonds accepted by the carbonyl oxygen are slightly stronger and more structured that
those donated by the hydroxyl hydrogens. This is supported by the slightly shorter =O-H,,
distances and the narrower first peak in the =O-H,, RDF relative to that of the Ho—O,,
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Figure 5.5: Calculated radial distribution functions for the carbonyl oxygen to water hydro-
gens of the different carbonate species. The carbonate and bicarbonate simulations include
sodium counterions. Number in parentheses corresponds to the coordination number to
distances of 2.5 A.
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Figure 5.6: Calculated radial distribution functions for carbonic acid. The labels =0, Oy,
and HO refer to the carbonyl, hydroxyl oxygen, and hydroxyl hydrogen respectively. O, and
H,, refer to the oxygens and hydrogens of the water molecules.

RDF. The structural variability observed in the H-bonds donated by the acidic protons of
carbonic acid likely results from the interconversion of the carbonic acid between its different
rotamers and their respective hydration environments.

Conclusions

In summary, this first characterization of carbonic acid under ambient aqueous conditions
by the atom selective technique of X-ray absorption spectroscopy and first principles XCH
calculations establishes the detailed hydration properties of this short-lived species. Calcu-
lated spectral energy shifts and intensities for the species observed (bicarbonate, carbonic
acid, gaseous carbon dioxide) correspond well with the experimentally measured spectra,
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demonstrating the predictive power of the XCH technique for calculating reliable core-level
spectra. We expect that these results will thereby facilitate future studies of the carbon
dioxide chemistry in geological and biological systems.
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5.2 The Hydration Structure of Dissolved Carbon
Dioxide from X-Ray Absorption Spectroscopy

The material in this section was reproduced, with permission, from: Lam, R. K.; England, A.
H.; Smith, J. W.; Rizzuto, A. M.; Shih, O.; Prendergast, D.; Saykally, R. J. The Hydration
Structure of Dissolved Carbon Dioxide from X-Ray Absorption Spectroscopy. Chem. Phys.
Lett. 2015, 633, 214-217.

Introduction

The dissolution of carbon dioxide in water and its subsequent hydrolysis reactions com-
prise one of the most central processes in all of science [44-46, 219-228|, yet it remains
incompletely understood despite enormous effort [198]. The solubility of gaseous COq is
governed by Henry’s Law under equilibrium conditions (kg = 3.38 - 1072 mol L~ atm™),
with normal average CO, pressures in the atmosphere (3.9-10~% atm) yielding total dissolved
CO; concentrations of 1.33-107° M in pure water [198]. Most of this is present as the weakly
hydrated CO5 molecule, but a small fraction (~1%) hydrolyzes to form the short-lived car-
bonic acid (HoCOj3) molecule, which subsequently forms bicarbonate, and carbonate ions via
proton transfer reactions [215, 229, 230].

The chemical reaction of COy with water to form carbonic acid is clearly the central
feature of these carbonate equilibria, and has been addressed by many experiments [42, 50,
51, 220, 230-236] and calculations [51, 208, 209, 215, 218, 237-242] with conflicting results.
Details of the neutral CO4 solvation by bulk water prepare the reaction pathway, and are
thus a determining factor in this chemistry.

We previously characterized the hydration structures of aqueous carbonate and bicar-
bonate using X-ray absorption spectroscopy [41]. More recently, we described the use of a
fast-flowing liquid microjet mixing system to protonate a bicarbonate solution to generate
the short-lived (k = 26.3 s, t12 ~ 26 ms) carbonic acid molecule [42, 43], which was
subsequently probed by soft X-ray absorption spectroscopy. Interpretation of the measured
spectra via first principles theory provided a detailed picture of the hydration of the acid
as donating two strong hydrogen bonds to solvating waters while acting as a weak accep-
tor of one such bond [33]. Here we apply this same approach to study the hydration of
dissolved carbon dioxide, providing the first experimental characterization of the solvated
neutral molecule.

Materials and Methods

A. Sample Preparation

Samples (1 M NaHCO3 and 1 M HCI) were prepared using 18.2 MQ-cm resistivity water
obtained from a Millipore purification system. Concentrated HCI (12.1 M) was obtained
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from J.T. Baker. NaHCOj; (>99.7% purity) was obtained from Macron Fine Chemicals.
Samples were used without further purification.

B. Experimental Design

Carbon K-edge total electron yield (TEY) spectra were collected at Beamline 8.0.1. A
detailed description of the experimental setup has been published previously [117]. A high
flux (>10'! photons/s), high resolution (E/AE = 7000), tunable soft X-ray beam is gener-
ated from an undulator at the Advanced Light Source (ALS), Lawrence Berkeley National
Lab (LBNL). A dual syringe pump system (Teledyne-ISCO 260D) drives the two solutions
through the fast-flow liquid mixing system and into a 50 pm ID capillary to generate the
liquid microjet. The X-ray beam is focused (100 x 35 um spot size) onto the jet in a high
vacuum chamber (~2-107* Torr). The liquid jet then passes through a skimmer and freezes
onto a cryogenic (liquid nitrogen) trap. The TEY signal is collected as a function of photon
energy (0.05 eV step size) using a biased copper electrode (2.1 kV) positioned ~1 cm above
the jet. Vapor phase TEY spectra were measured by positioning the microjet a few mm
above or below the liquid stream. Measured TEY spectra were processed using the finite
impulse response (FIR) Fourier filtering algorithm in Igor Pro (Wavemetrics) to remove the
high frequency background introduced by the liquid microjet mixing system.

C. Simulations and Calculations

The molecular dynamics (MD) simulations and calculated X-ray absorption spectra were
published previously [33, 41]. Briefly, Amber 9 [214] was used to generate 10 ns classical
NVT-MD trajectories for gaseous and dissolved COy and Quantum mechanics/molecular
mechanics (QM/MM) trajectories for carbonic acid. The simulation box for the aqueous
species contained ~90 TIP3P water molecules. 100 uncorrelated snapshots were taken from
each trajectory for use in the spectral calculation.

X-ray absorption spectra were calculated using the eXcited electron and Core Hole (XCH)
density function theory (DFT) method [148]. Under the XCH approximation, the lowest en-
ergy core-hole excited state is treated explicitly while the higher excited states are generated
from the resulting self-consistent field. The electronic structure was calculated using PWSCF
from the Quantum ESPRESSO package [149] and the PBE exchange correlation functional
under the generalized gradient approximation was used to calculate the exchange correlation
energy [150]. A plane wave basis set, employing the Vanderbilt Ultra-Soft Pseudopotential
[243], with a 25 Ry kinetic energy cutoff and periodic boundary conditions was used to
model the localized and delocalized states. The resulting calculated spectra were aligned
relative to one another using the atomic alignment scheme developed previously wherein the
calculated excitation energy is aligned with respect to that of an isolated carbon atom [41].
The calculated spectrum for COy was then aligned to the corresponding C 1s — 7* peak
of gas phase CO,. All other calculated spectra were aligned relative to that.
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Figure 5.7: Peak-normalized experimental carbon K-edge X-ray aborption spectra of the
C(1) — «* transition of 1:1 HCl:NaHCOj3; mixtures at different interaction times. The
absorption maxima are at 290.5 eV (HyCOs, 0.5 ms), 290.5 eV (1 mL/min, ~8 ms), and
290.66 eV (1.4 mL/min, ~12 ms). All spectra were measured using a step size of 0.05 eV
with samples introduced by the fast-flow microjet mixing system.

Calculated Radial Distribution Functions (RDFs) were generated using VMD Molecular
Graphics Viewer [244].

Results and Discussion

Using the fast-flow liquid microjet mixing system, the X-ray absorption spectra of a 1:1
acid:bicarbonate mixture was measured following three different interaction times, controlled
by altering both the length of the silica capillary used to form the microjet and the volumetric
flow rate. The X-ray absorption spectra of the C Is — 7* transition measured at the
different mixing times are shown in Figure 5.7. As the interaction time between the acid
and bicarbonate increases, a small, but measurable, blue shift (~0.05-0.1 eV) is observed.
The spectrum shown in black corresponds to the shortest interaction time (~0.5 ms) and
was assigned to aqueous carbonic acid (k = 26.3 s71). At this shorter time, only a small
amount (~1.3%) of the carbonic acid generated via the prontonation of bicarbonate (k,, =
4.7-10'° M~'s7') has decomposed into dissolved carbon dioxide and water (k = 26.3 s™1)
(42, 43]. To lengthen the time before measuring the X-ray absorption spectrum, a 10 cm
long, 50 pm ID silica capillary was used at two different flow rates (1.4 mL/min and 1.0
mL/min) which corresponds to an interaction time of ~8 and ~12 ms respectively. With
the increased interaction time, significantly larger amounts, ~19% and 27% of the initial 0.5
M aqueous carbonic acid concentration, of carbon dioxide should be present.

While gaseous carbon dioxide exhibits a weak vibronic peak at ~292.8 eV, dissolved car-
bon dioxide does not. As shown in Figure 5.8, the vibronic peak is not present in the spectra
measured following the longer interaction times, indicating that the observed blueshift is
a result of the presence of dissolved, rather than gaseous, carbon dioxide. The observed
blueshift is also consistent with predictions from theory. The calculated C 1s — 7* transi-



CHAPTER 5. X-RAY SPECTROSCOPY OF AQUEOUS CARBONATES 52

— 1.4 mL/min (~8 ms)
— 1.0 mL/min (~12 ms)
— Gaseous CO,

i T T T T | T 1
288 289 290 291 292 293 294 295
Energy (eV)

Figure 5.8: Comparison between XA spectra of 1:1 HCl:NaHCO3; mixtures at ~8 and ~12
ms interaction times with those of gaseous CO,. Gaseous COs exhibits a characteristic
vibronic peak at 292.75 eV that is not present for dissolved COs.

tion (Figure 5.9) of dissolved carbon dioxide exhibits a small (~0.4 €V) blueshift from that
of carbonic acid and is slightly redshifted (~0.7 eV) from that of gaseous carbon dioxide.
The solvation structure of dissolved CO5 has been addressed by molecular dynamics sim-
ulations. From snapshots generated from the MD simulations, we find the average hydrogen
bond number of CO,, measured to a distance of 2.5 A, to be 0.56 vs. 3.17 for H,COj, indi-
cating that dissolved COs is poor hydrogen bond acceptor and is extremely weakly hydrated.
The radial distribution functions (RDFs) for the carbonyl oxygen (=0) to water hydrogen
(Hy,) distances for dissolved COy and HyCO3 are shown in Figure 5.10. A shift of the first
peak in the RDF to a longer distance in CO, indicates a weaker interaction between the
COy carbonyl oxygens and the water hydrogens relative to that of HoCO3. The C-O,, RDF's
for CO, and HyCOj3 (Figure 5.10) both show a broad peak around 3-5 A. The onset of this
broad feature is shifted to shorter distances for hydrated COs relative to that of HyCOg3
indicating a stronger interaction between the COy carbon and the water oxygens. This C-
O,, interaction is a prerequisite for the hydrolysis of dissolved CO5 to form carbonic acid,
bicarbonate, and carbonate [34]. While the RDFs between the water oxygens (Oy,) of aque-
ous CO, and HyCOg, shown in Figure 5.11, are not significantly different from that of pure
water, the RDF's of both CO5 and HyCOj of exhibit a higher first maximum and a lower first
minimum, indicating a more ordered liquid structure surrounding the solute. This result is
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Figure 5.9: Calculated XAS spectra for aqueous carbonic acid (red), dissolved COs (black),
and gaseous CO; (green). A measurable blue shift is observed between the transition from
carbonic acid to gaseous CO;. Predicted peak maxima are at 290.64 eV (carbonic acid),

290.71 eV (dissolved CO,), and 290.75 eV (gaseous COs).



CHAPTER 5. X-RAY SPECTROSCOPY OF AQUEOUS CARBONATES o4

1.2 —

1.0 —

0.8 —

0-H,(F)

0.6 —

9=

0.4 —

0.2 —

0.0 —

1.6 —

1.4 —

1.2 —

1.0 —

gc-o,(N

0.8 —

0.6 —

0.4 —

0.2 —

0.0 —

| | | | | | | |
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
r(A)

Figure 5.10: Calculated radial distribution functions for aqueous carbonic acid (red) and
dissolved carbon dioxide (dashed black). The labels O and C refer to the carbonyl oxygen and
carbon respectively. O, and Hy, refer to the oxygens and hydrogens of the water molecules.
Bin sizes are 0.02 A in all cases.

in general agreement with predictions made by Kumar et al. wherein CO45 was predicted to
behave as a typical hydrophobic, solute carving out a cylindrical void which enhances the
tetrahedral hydrogen bond network of the surrounding solvent [215].

Conclusions

This first characterization of dissolved carbon dioxide under ambient conditions by X-
ray absorption spectroscopy and first principles XCH calculations establishes the detailed
hydration properties of dissolved carbon dioxide. Calculated spectral energy shifts and
intensities between aqueous carbonic acid, dissolved carbon dioxide, and gaseous carbon
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Figure 5.11: Calculated oxygen—oxygen radial distribution functions for pure TIP3P water
and for water containing dissolved COy or aqueous HoCOj3. Both the RDFs of CO, and
HyCOj3 exhibit slightly higher first maxima and lower first minima indicating a more ordered
liquid structure surrounding the solute. Bin sizes are 0.02 A in all cases.

dioxide correspond well with experimentally measured spectra. In future studies, we will
focus on resolving some limitations of our current experimental design (i.e., finer control
over the liquid interaction times) and the limitations of the molecular dynamics modeling
through the implementation of higher level ab initio theories.
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5.3 Reversed Interfacial Fractionation of Carbonate
and Bicarbonate evidenced by X-Ray
Photoemission Spectroscopy

The material in this section was reproduced, with permission, from: Lam, R. K.; Smith, J.
W.; Rizzuto, A. M.; Karshoglu, O.; Bluhm, H.; Saykally, R. J. Reversed Interfacial Frac-
tionation of Carbonate and Bicarbonate Evidenced by X-Ray Photoemission Spectroscopy.
J. Chem. Phys. 2017, 146 (9), 94703.

Introduction

The aqueous carbonate system is of central importance in nature and has been studied
extensively. The species involved — carbon dioxide, carbonic acid, bicarbonate, and carbon-
ate — are involved in both the global carbon cycle and in physiological buffer and respiration
systems. Oceanic carbonate chemistry governs CO, uptake by surface waters, and the subse-
quent saturation of carbonate has a significant role in biomineralization in marine organisms
and in ecosystems [46, 225]. In mammalian systems, the carbonate buffer system regulates
blood pH and is responsible for CO transport across membranes [221]. Clearly, understand-
ing aqueous carbonate chemistry is also central to efforts involved in mitigating the effects
of climate change (e.g., carbon capture, sequestration, etc.) [222, 226, 245]. Consequently,
much effort has addressed the aqueous carbonate system, dating back over a century [246]
with past experimental studies characterizing the kinetic, thermodynamic, and structural
properties of these species in aqueous solution and in ice matrixes [42, 44, 45, 50, 198, 201,
202, 212, 223, 237, 247, 248]. Recent theoretical studies, employing molecular dynamics and
ab initio quantum calculations, have sought to characterize the thermodynamic and mech-
anistic details of their hydration and chemical reactions [209, 217, 218, 238, 240, 241, 249,
250].

The nature of the ions and their effects on the water structure at the air/water interface
critically influence the uptake of atmospheric gases such as carbon dioxide, which is subse-
quently hydrolyzed to bicarbonate and carbonate. The aqueous bicarbonate and carbonate
ions present at the air/water interface have previously been examined by vibrational sum
frequency generation (VSFG), finding that the carbonate ion has a significant effect on the
orientation and structuring of interfacial water [56-58]. These VSFG studies probe the in-
terfacial water structure, focusing on the —~OH stretching region of the vibrational spectrum,
and are thereby an indirect probe of the ion. In contrast, X-ray photoemission spectroscopy
(XPS) is an atom-specific probe of a system’s occupied states, which enables both system
composition and depth profiling. Depth profiling is achieved through the exploitation of the
effective attenuation length (EAL) of the emitted photoelectrons, viz., photoelectrons with
energies near 200 eV selectively probe the interface to depths of ~20 A, whereas those with
higher kinetic energies typically have longer EALs and thereby probe deeper below the sur-
face (e.g., ~60 A at 800 eV) [251]. Additionally, the measured binding energies characterize
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the oxidation state of the probed atoms. The development of ambient pressure photoemis-
sion spectroscopy by Siegbahn et al. opened the field to the study of liquid interfaces|252]
either in the presence of the equilibrium vapor pressure [253] or under vacuum conditions,
as in the liquid microjet photoemission spectroscopy experiments first performed by Faubel
et al. [25], and has since been applied to the study of a wide range of liquid systems [120,
254-257]. The spatial distribution of K* and CO3~ in an aqueous solutionwas previously
investigated using XPS by Brown et al., who concluded that the cation resides slightly closer
to the interface than the anion [258].

Here, we present a study of sodium carbonate (NayCO3), sodium bicarbonate (NaHCO3),
and carbonic acid (HoCO3) via liquid microjet XPS. We have previously explored the aqueous
carbonate system using liquid microjet X-ray absorption spectroscopy (XAS), a complemen-
tary technique which probes the unoccupied states of a system; this enabled the detailed
characterization of the hydration structure of NayCOs3, NaHCO3, HyCOg3, and dissolved
CO. [33, 34, 41]. Building on those results, the measurement of XPS spectra at different
incident photon energies, ranging from 490 eV to 1090 eV, has permitted the characteri-
zation of the surface fractionation of the individual ions. Investigating 50:50 mixtures of
Nay;CO3:NaHCO3 and HyCO3:NaHCOj3 reveals that both Nay,CO3 and HyCOj3 are present
in greater concentrations than that of NaHCO3 in the probed interfacial region.

Materials and Methods

A. Sample Preparation

Solutions were prepared using 18.2 M{2-cm resistivity water obtained from a Millipore
purification system. Concentrated HCI (12.1 M) was obtained from Baker. NayCOj3 (>99.5%
purity) was obtained from Fisher Chemical. NaHCOj3 (>99.7% purity) was obtained from
Macron Fine Chemicals.

The solutions probed by XPS are detailed in Table 5.1.

Table 5.1: Aqueous carbonate solutions probed by XPS.

1 0.5 M Nay,COs3

II 0.5 M NaHCOs5

IIT 0.5 M HyCOj3 (1 M NaHCO3 + 1 M HCI)

IV 50:50 Nay;CO3:NaHCOj3 (1 M NayCO3 + 1 M NaHCO3)
V  50:50 HyCO4:NaHCO; (1 M NaHCO; + 0.5 M HCI)

The 0.5 M HyCOj solution (ITI) was generated in situ using our fast-flow liquid microjet
mixing system by mixing solutions of 1 M HCl and 1 M NaHCOg. This mixing system was
previously employed in XAS measurements of aqueous HoCOj3 and dissolved CO4 [33, 34].
Briefly, a dual syringe pump system (Teledyne-ISCO 260D) drives two solutions through a
Microvolume Y-connector. The mixed solution then travels through a 50 ym inner diameter
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fused silica capillary to generate the liquid microjet. In this scheme, the interaction time
between the two solutions is ~0.5 ms, facilitating the observation of short-lived species in
solution.

The 50:50 mixtures of NayCO3:NaHCOj3 (IV) were generated by mixing 1 M NayCOj
with 1 M NaHCOg3, yielding a 0.5 M concentration of both carbonate and bicarbonate. 50:50
HyCO3:NaHCOj3 (V) was generated by mixing 1 M NaHCO3 with 0.5 M HCI yielding 0.25
M concentrations of both species. To generate mixtures of 50:50 HoCO3:NaHCO3 with the
same concentration NagCO3:NaHCOj as the NayCO3:NaHCOj3 solution (0.5 M of each ion),
a 2 M solution of NaHCOg3 would have been required. This exceeds the solubility limit of
NaHCOj3 in water (96 g/L, 1.14 M). All mixing was done in situ within the fast-flow liquid
microjet mixing system.

B. Experimental Design

Carbon Is and the corresponding valence band X-ray photoemission spectra were mea-
sured at Beamline 11.0.2 [259] at the Advanced Light Source (ALS), Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory (LBNL) using the Ambient Pressure Photoemmision Spectrometer
(APPES-II) endstation, which is based on a NAP Phoibos 150 hemispherical analyzer (Specs
Surface Nano Analysis GmbH, Berlin). The sample was introduced via a liquid microjet,
into the vacuum chamber, operating at a pressure of ~10 mTorr. The liquid jet is orientated
normal to both the electron optical axis of the input lens of the electron spectrometer and
the incident X-ray beam. The C 1s photoemission spectra of aqueous NayCOj3 (I), NaHCOj3
(IT), and HyCO3 (III) and 50:50 mixtures of NayCO3:NaHCOj3 (IV) and HyCO3:NaHCO4
(V) were measured using incident photon energies of 490 eV, 690 eV, 890 eV, and 1090 eV,
resulting in photoelectrons with ~200, 400, 600, and 800 eV kinetic energy, respectively.
To account for shifts induced by charging of the liquid jet and the detector work function,
measured binding energies were aligned to the liquid water 1b; binding energy at 6.5 eV
[260].

Results and Discussion

The C 1s and their respective valence band photoemission spectra, measured with an
incident photon energy of 490 eV, are shown in Figurel for 0.5 M solutions of sodium car-
bonate, sodium bicarbonate, and carbonic acid (I-III). A large systematic shift to higher
binding energies is observed between the various carbonate species, from carbonate to car-
bonic acid. Measured binding energies are NayCOj3 (289.1 ¢V), NaHCO; (290.1 eV), and
H,CO3 (291.0 eV) with corresponding FWHMs of 1.1 eV, 1.1 eV, and 1.3 eV, respectively.
The spectra shown in Figure 5.12 are background-corrected using a linear baseline subtrac-
tion but are otherwise unnormalized. As the photoemission cross sections are not expected
to differ significantly between the various carbonate species, the drastic difference observed
in the intensity between species is striking. The spectra of both sodium carbonate and car-
bonic acid exhibit higher intensity than that of the sodium bicarbonate. To account for
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Figure 5.12: X-ray photoemission spectra with an incident photon energy of 490 eV. (A)
Measured C 1s binding energies for 0.5 M solutions of NayCOj (solution I, blue), NaHCOs3
(solution IT, red), and HyCOj (solution III, black). The low intensity peak centered at 292.8
eV corresponds to gas phase CO,. (B) Measured valence band photoemission spectra for the
respective solutions. The energy axes, for all measurements, were aligned relative to water
1b; feature, located at 6.5 eV (dashed purple line).

differences in alignment between the liquid jet, the incident X-ray beam, and the detector,
the spectra were scaled, relative to the valence band intensity of sodium carbonate. The
measured signal intensity in the valence band spectra primarily corresponds to that of the
water valence band photoemission, which is largely unchanged upon the addition of 0.5 M
solute. The scaled spectra, which also exhibit this anomalous difference in intensity, are
shown in Figure 5.13. Relative to that of sodium bicarbonate, the signals originating from
carbonate and carbonic acid solutions are ~1.5 and ~10.2 times larger, respectively.

The measured carbonate and bicarbonate spectra were fit to single Gaussians while the
carbonic acid spectrum was fit to two Gaussian peaks due to the presence of a small peak at
~292.8 eV corresponding to a gas phase CO, background present in the chamber resulting
from the decomposition of HyCOj3 to form COy and HyO. The fitted peaks, shown in Figure
5.14, reproduce the measured spectra well and were used to deconvolute the spectra of
NayCO3:NaHCO; (IV) and HyCO3:NaHCO3 (V) mixtures.

Figures 5.15 and 5.16 show the measured photoemission spectra (black and green mark-
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Figure 5.13: Scaled C 1s X-ray photoemission spectra for 0.5 M solutions of NayCOj3 (so-
lution I, blue), NaHCOj3 (solution II, red), and HoCOj (solution ITI, black). Spectra were
scaled relative to the valence band intensity of Na,CO3 to account for intensity differences
originating from the liquid jet alignment. Applied scaling factors are NayCO3 (1.0), NaHCO3
(11), and H2C03 (125)

ers) for 50:50 mixtures of NayCO3:NaHCOj3 (IV) and HyCO3:NaHCO;3 (V) at incident pho-
ton energies of 490 eV, 690 eV, 890 eV, and 1090 eV. The differences in intensity that
were observed in the single component solutions are clearly maintained in these mixtures,
although at slightly different ratios. The measured photoemission spectra of the mixtures
were fit by fixing the width and center obtained from the Gaussian fits of the single com-
ponent solutions shown in Figure 5.14 and varying only the amplitudes of the Gaussians.
For the spectra measured at energies higher than 490 eV, the relative centers of the Gaus-
sians between species were maintained. The fitted spectra are shown in the solid black and
solid green lines in Figures 5.15 and 5.16, respectively, exhibit excellent agreement with the
measured spectra. The individual components of the fit are shown in blue (NayCOj3), red
(NaHCOs;), black (HyCO3), and purple (CO4 gas).

The peak area ratios for 50:50 mixtures of NayCO3:NaHCO3 (IV) and HyCO3:NaHCO3
(V) are plotted as a function of electron kinetic energy (eKE) in Figure 5.17. As the electron
kinetic energy increases, the peak area ratio between the probed species approaches a limit
of unity, as would be expected for an equimolar mixture. However, our results indicate that
concentrations of both Na;COj3 and HoCO3 are significantly enhanced relative to that of
NaHCOj throughout the probed region. While the enhancement of a neutral acid (HoCO3)
over a charged ion (HCOj) is not surprising, and has previously been observed for proto-
nated acetic acid [52], the significant enhancement of CO3~ over HCO3 appears to conflict
with recent models for interfacial ion adsorption. Historically, it had been assumed that
all ions were repelled from the air/water interface. This repulsion was originally explained
by classical electrostatic theory [261] and supported by surface tension measurements which
showed that the surface tension increased as a function of salt concentration [262, 263]. More
recently, molecular dynamics simulations [264, 265], surface specific second-order nonlinear
optical experiments [103, 266, 267], and XPS measurements [253, 257] have predicted and ob-
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Figure 5.14: Gaussian fits for the measured C 1s X-ray photoemission spectra for Nay,CO3
(solution I, top), NaHCOj (solution II, middle), and HyCOj (solution III, bottom) with
an incident photon energy of 490 eV. The experimental measurement is represented by the
markers (+), and the solid blue, red, and black lines correspond to the respective fit curves
for NayCO3, NaHCO3, and HyCOs3. The individual Gaussian peaks are represented by the
offset solid purple lines. Measured binding energies are NayCOj3 (289.1 eV), NaHCOj3 (290.1
eV), and HoCOj3 (291.0 eV) with corresponding FWHMs of 1.1 eV, 1.1 eV, and 1.3 eV,

respectively.
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Figure 5.15: Measured X-ray photoemission spectra of 50:50 NayCO3:NaHCO3; mixtures
(solution IV') at 490 eV, 690 eV, 890 eV, and 1090 eV incident photon energies, corresponding
to electron kinetic energies (eKE) of 200 eV, 400 eV, 600 eV, and 800 eV, respectively. The
measured spectra were fit with two Gaussian peaks with the same parameters (width, center)
as those measured for the pure components (Figure 5.14). Peak areas represent the absolute
area in the measured spectrum. The decrease in absolute signal as the photon energy is
increased is a result of the reduction in photoemission cross section.

served the enhancement of certain simple ions at the air/water interface. These models have
shown that weakly hydrated, charge-diffuse ions are generally enhanced at the air/water in-
terface [53-55]. Our current experiments suggest that carbonate, a strongly hydrated doubly
charged anion, is present in higher concentrations than is the singly charged, less strongly
hydrated, bicarbonate anion in the probed region. This can be rationalized if carbonate
adsorbs to the air/water interface as an ion pair with sodium (Na™:CO3"). Adsorption to
the air/water interface as a contact ion pair has previously been observed, in both experi-
ment and theory, for aqueous solutions of strong acids [109, 268, 269]. In previous VSFG
measurements, carbonate was shown to exert a much larger effect on the interfacial water
than does bicarbonate [56, 57]. More recently, Allen et al. employed phase sensitive VSFG
measurements, finding that bicarbonate is accommodated by the interfacial region while car-
bonate is excluded [58]. In these experiments, the presence of aqueous carbonate was found
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Figure 5.16: Measured X-ray photoemission spectra of 50:50 H,CO3:NaHCOj3 mixtures (so-
lution V) at 490 eV, 690 eV, 890 eV, and 1090 eV incident photon energies, corresponding
to electron kinetic energies (eKE) of 200 eV, 400 eV, 600 eV, and 800 eV, respectively. The
measured spectra were fit with two Gaussian peaks with the same parameters (width, center)
as those measured for the pure components (Figure 5.14). Peak areas represent the absolute
area in the measured spectrum. The decrease in absolute signal as the photon energy is
increased is a result of the reduction in photoemission cross section.

to reorient the surface waters so that the water hydrogens point downward into the bulk.
While these VSFG results appear to conflict with the present XPS measurements, they
are not necessarily irreconcilable. Second order nonlinear experiments probing the air/water
interface are sensitive only to regions of broken inversion symmetry. While the exact thick-
ness of the probed interfacial region is not quantified, the penetration depth of the probe
is approximately half the input wavelength. In aqueous systems containing simple ions, the
probe depth is likely less than 1 nm. However, in systems with a more complex depth profile
a greater depth may be accessible [270]. Theoretical models typically define the interface
in terms of the Gibbs dividing surface, wherein the solvent density reaches half of the bulk
density. In either case, these measurements are certainly more surface specific than our low-
energy XPS measurements, wherein the effective attenuation length of an electron in water
is at a minimum (~2 nm) when the electron has a kinetic energy of ~200 eV. As such, even
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Figure 5.17: Peak area ratios vs. eKE for 50:50 NayCO3:NaHCOj3 mixtures (solution IV)
and 50:50 HoCO3:NaHCO3 mixtures (solution V). Corresponding approximate electron at-
tenuation length values adapted from Ottosson et al. [251].

with 200 eV photoelectrons, a significant proportion of the signal arises from photoelectrons
generated 2-5 nm below the surface. At 800 eV, the EAL is ~6 nm. Although the EAL
is expected to vary slightly with system composition, we do not expect these variations to
affect our interpretation as the EAL should always increase as a function of eKE from 200 eV
to 800 eV. Our results would therefore indicate that there exists a significant accumulation
of CO3~ below the depletion region outside of the region probed by the SFG measurements.

Conclusions

We have presented the X-ray photoemission spectra of aqueous solutions of NayCOs,
NaHCOg3, and HoCO3 which exhibit a systematic shift to higher measured C Is binding
energies from carbonate to carbonic acid. The measured spectra of 50:50 mixtures indicate
that both carbonate and carbonic acid are present at higher concentrations in the probed
region than bicarbonate. Further theoretical modeling is required to address the apparent
conflict with current models describing ion adsorption to aqueous interfaces, which would
suggest that the singly charged anion, bicarbonate, should be present in higher concentrations
relative to the doubly charged carbonate anion. This new result could reflect interesting and
important differences in the hydration and counterion interactions (i.e., ion pairing) of the
carbonate species.
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Chapter 6

Soft X-Ray Nonlinear Spectroscopy

6.1 Soft X-ray Second Harmonic Generation as an
Interfacial Probe

Nonlinear optics has recently been extended from visible and near UV wavelengths to
new regimes with the development of X-ray free electron lasers (XFELs) capable of deliver-
ing X-ray pulses with high brightness, ultrashort pulse duration, and high coherence [62-64,
271-274]. One fundamental nonlinear probe is second harmonic generation (SHG), a second-
order process which combines two photons of the same energy to generate a single photon
with twice the energy [275]. At infrared, visible, and ultraviolet wavelengths, second-order
nonlinear spectroscopies have become important tools in surface science, as symmetry con-
siderations, within the dipole approximation, constrain signal generation to regions lacking
centrosymmetry, such as surfaces and interfaces [267, 276-278]. In contrast, at hard X-
ray wavelengths, second harmonic and sum frequency generation (SFG) have been observed
in centrosymmetric materials with a non-uniform electron density and are essentially bulk
probes [62, 63]. As soft X-ray wavelengths fall in between the hard X-ray and UV regimes,
there has been uncertainty regarding the interface specificity of soft X-ray SHG. Here, by
utilizing a recently constructed, highly coherent, soft X-ray free electron laser [279, 280], we
report the first observation of soft X-ray second harmonic generation near the carbon K-edge
(~284 eV). Our experimental results and accompanying theoretical analysis indicate that
soft X-ray SHG is an interface specific probe with symmetry constraints similar to optical
SHG/SFG, and is highly sensitive to resonance effects. This enables a powerful new ap-
proach for surface and interface analysis with broad applicability to many scientific fields, as
it combines the elemental and chemical specificity of X-ray absorption spectroscopy with the
rigorous interfacial specificity of second-order nonlinear spectroscopies, while maintaining
a fully coherent signal. With several new coherent free electron lasers under development
(SwissFEL, SXFEL, LCLS-II, FLASH2020) [281, 282], this new technique offers exciting
applications to a wide range of problems.

At optical wavelengths, second-order nonlinear spectroscopies have become indispensable
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techniques for surface analysis, being among the few techniques with genuine interface speci-
ficity. As such second harmonic generation (SHG) and sum frequency generation (SFG) have
been employed to study of a wide range of scientifically important systems (e.g., liquid/vapor
interfaces, catalytic interfaces, etc.) [277]. These techniques exploit the enhancement of the
second-order nonlinear response to a high intensity, coherent photon beam when either the
intermediate or final state is resonant with a real state within the target material. The non-
linear response to a coherent input beam of frequency w can be derived from an expansion
of the polarization of the target medium

P=XVE 4+ XPEE + X®EEFE + ... (6.1)

where X™ is the nth order susceptibility tensor. Within the dipole approximation, even or-
ders of X(™ necessarily vanish in centrosymmetric media. This causes SHG, SFG, difference
frequency generation (DFG), and higher even-order nonlinear signals to be inherently surface
specific in centrosymmetric media, as this symmetry is broken only at interfaces. Assuming
a broken-symmetry region with thickness much less than the wavelength, the intensity of
the SHG signal from a given interface is given by

2
L, o | X212 (6.2)

where Xe(]%)f is the effective susceptibility of the interfacial region and 1, is the intensity of the
fundamental beam. Note the quadratic dependence of the second harmonic (SH) intensity
I, on the input intensity I,,.

Until recently, the lack of light sources with sufficient intensity and coherence has limited
the development of nonlinear X-ray spectroscopies. Prior to the development of free elec-
tron lasers (FELs), only parametric down-conversion had been observed [283]. While the
advent of XFELs has recently enabled second- and third-order nonlinear spectroscopies at
hard X-ray energies, including SHG [62], SFG [63], two-photon absorption [64], and inelastic
Compton scattering [65], current hard X-ray FELs lack the longitudinal and temporal coher-
ence necessary for efficiently satisfying the phase-matching conditions required for nonlinear
spectroscopies, thus making the exploitation of some of these techniques difficult [66, 67].
Furthermore, the shorter hard X-ray wavelengths (A < 0.2 nm) induce second harmonic
and sum frequency generation even within centrosymmetric media, as the observed response
depends on material inhomogeneity on the length scale of the X-ray wavelength, similar to
how SHG is seen in a plasma, and effectively making this method a bulk probe [68].

Here we report the observation of soft X-ray SHG generated by high intensity, coherent
FEL pulses at FERMI, a highly coherent soft X-ray FEL based on high-gain harmonic-
generation (HGHG) of a longer wavelength seed laser [279, 280]. The experiments were
conducted at the EIS-TIMEX endstation [284, 285]. An experimental schematic is shown
in Figure 6.1 A: a soft X-ray FEL pulse (estimated pulse duration ~25 fs, pulse energy
~1-5 uJ, spot size ~350 um?) is passed through a 2 mm iris to attenuate the off-axis
second harmonic contamination from the FEL source, and focused onto a graphite sample
at normal incidence. The transmitted beam and the collinear SH signal are passed through
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Figure 6.1: Experimental design. (A) X-ray pulses are passed through a 2 mm iris, then
focused by an ellipsoidal mirror (not shown) onto the graphite sample (spot size ~350 pm?) at
normal incidence. The transmitted beam and the collinear second harmonic signal (double
the fundamental photon energy) are passed through a 600 nm aluminum filter and into
a spectrometer, spatially separating the second harmonic signal from the fundamental. A
schematic energy level diagram of the SHG process is shown in the inset. (B) The CCD image
and projection of the transmitted FEL beam and the SHG signal for a single FEL pulse. (C)
Linear, total electron yield (TEY) X-ray absorption spectrum of a 500 nm graphite sample.
X-ray SHG measurements were made at the three discrete photon energies (w;) shown in
the dashed lines. The non-resonant and resonant regions are shaded in orange and green,
respectively.

a 600 nm aluminum filter to attenuate the fundamental FEL pulse, into a spectrograph [286]
to separate the SH signal from the fundamental, and onto a CCD detector (Figure 6.1B).
The sample was raster scanned so that pristine graphite was probed with each laser pulse.
Measurements were made using three discrete wavelengths chosen to have incoming photon
energies lying below (A = 4.76 nm; hw = 260.5 e¢V), on (A = 4.36 nm; hw = 284.18 V),
and above (A = 4.02 nm; hw = 307.86 €V) the carbon K-edge absorption edge of graphite
(see Figure 6.1C) to demonstrate the effects of resonant enhancement. In this case, the FEL
energy is resonant with the intermediate state and generates a non-resonant signal, enabling
transmission experiments. SHG spectra can also be measured at half the photon energy
used here, where the final state is resonant although this would hinder transmission studies.
Measurements were made both with and without the sample present to permit subtraction
of any remaining second harmonic contamination from the FEL beam.

The measured dependence of the second harmonic signal on the pulse energy for multiple
thicknesses of graphite (100-720 nm) corresponding to 260.49 eV, 284.18 eV, and 307.86 eV
is shown in Figures 6.2A, 6.2B, and 6.2C, respectively. The pulse energy was calculated from
the absolute number of X-ray photons incident on the sample, which was directly measured by
the spectrometer with the sample removed. A quadratic fit to the SH response with respect
to input intensity at a given photon energy is represented by a dashed line. At each photon
energy, the power dependence of the SH signal is largely invariant with sample thickness, an
observation that is consistent with surface sensitivity in a centrosymmetric sample. Notably,
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Figure 6.2: Pulse energy dependence of soft X-ray SHG. The second harmonic response
at 260.49 eV (A), 284.18 eV (B), and 307.86 eV (C), of graphite thin films (100 nm, red
diamond; 300 nm, blue circle; 500 nm, orange square; 720 nm, green triangle). The dashed
lines represent quadratic fits to all the points at a given photon energy, constrained to show
no detectable second harmonic signal generated below a threshold pulse energy. The vertical
and horizontal error bars represent the standard error of the SH response and the standard
deviation of the pulse energies in each bin, respectively. (D) The slope of the linearized pulse
energy dependence curve for each photon energy. The relative X Sc)f response is proportional
to the slope of the linearized pulse energy dependence curve (SH response vs. [input power]?).
Error bars represent the standard deviation from the linear regression analysis. The non-
resonant and resonant regions are shaded in orange and green, respectively.
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even for thin samples with a large transmission (>70%), a thickness-dependent increase in
the SH signal is not observed, implying that the signal is not bulk-volume dependent. This
invariance with sample thickness is also observed at resonant photon energies. The bulk
second harmonic signal in graphite, due to electric quadrupole contributions, is weak.

At the resonant photon energies, a significant enhancement of the SH signal was observed,
permitting its detection with significantly lower pulse energies. The tunable nature of FELSs
facilitate resonance, and double resonance exploitation. The measured relative X é;)f response
of graphite at different X-ray wavelengths is proportional to the slope of the linearized power
dependence curve (SH response vs. [input power]?), shown in Figure 6.2D. A significant
enhancement in the X Sc)f response is observed when exciting with X-ray energies at or above
the graphite absorption onset (>284 eV). In this case, the intermediate state is resonant
with real transitions (Fig 6.1C), and the data are consistent with the expected resonant
enhancement of the SH signal when either the intermediate or final state is real. When
off-resonance at 260.49 eV, a threshold pulse energy of over 1 puJ per pulse is required for
a sufficient SH signal-to-noise ratio as determined based on the minimum of the quadratic
fits shown in Figure 6.2. On resonance, the pulse energy necessary is significantly lower, viz.
0.7 pJ and 0.3 pJ at 284.18 eV and 307.86 eV, respectively. This resonance enhancement
means that the technique can be used to generate a surface specific soft X-ray spectrum with
sensitivity to chemical composition. The pump intensities used here correspond to peak fields
of 10 W/cm?, which is 4 orders of magnitude less than what was required for hard X-ray
SHG (10'® W/cm?) [62]. While the exact damage threshold will vary based on the sample,
we expect that it will be possible to perform soft X-ray SFG below the damage threshold
for a broad variety of materials, by leveraging the lower X-ray fields required by combining
the soft X-ray pulse with an optical laser pulse. When hard X-ray SFG was performed by
using an optical laser pulse combined with an X-ray laser, the pump intensities were ca. 10*°
W /cm? for the optical laser and 10" W/cm? for the X-ray laser [63]. Additionally, as soft
X-ray SHG requires significantly smaller fields than does hard X-ray SHG, such damage-free
SHG measurements may be achievable by exploiting higher repetition rate FELs (LCLS-II,
FLASH2020) and more efficient detection (better spectrometer, spatial separation, etc.).

In order to verify our experimental observation of a significant SHG response in the soft
X-ray regime of graphite, we calculated the linear and second-order response from first prin-
ciples using perturbation theory within density functional theory [287, 288]. This approach is
broadly applicable for calculating electronic SHG and SFG spectra, from the optical regime
through the X-ray energies, and is detailed below. Figures 6.3A and 6.3B present the linear
and SH response, respectively, of an 8-layer slab of AB stacked hexagonal graphite. A bet-
ter comparison to experiments can be obtained by sampling a finite temperature molecular
dynamics trajectory, as has been demonstrated for linear absorption [289]. Nevertheless,
the linear absorption spectrum calculated here within the independent particle approxima-
tion captures salient resonant features, such as 7* and o* features at 284.9 and 291.65 eV,
compared to the respective experimental values of 284.9 and 288.8 eV. Due to symmetry
considerations, only the X... component of the X ®) susceptibility tensor is non-vanishing.
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Figure 6.3: Second harmonic susceptibility from first principles theory. (A) Imaginary part
(black, solid) of the linear dielectric function corresponding to the calculated linear spec-
trum at the C K-edge NEXAFS region calculated with a density functional theory based
supercell approach for an 8-layer slab of graphite compared with the experimental linear
spectrum (dashed grey, dashed). The 7* and o* transitions are labeled in red and blue,
respectively. The experimental peak between the marked 7* and ¢* regions corresponds to
oxidized graphite. Note that a more realistic comparison between theory and experiment
can be obtained by sampling a finite temperature molecular dynamics simulation as inho-
mogeneity in thermalized samples is a significant contributor to spectral broadening. (B)
Calculated C I1s core-level contribution to the magnitude |Xz(z)z| of the zzz component of
the second-order nonlinear susceptibility tensor X (2w, w,w) relevant to SHG near the C
K-edge of a graphite surface. C Is core-levels from the top four surface layers of an 8-layer
slab of graphite (shown in D) are considered in the simulation. The z axis is perpendicular to
the surface of the slab. (C) Convergence of the calculated | X §§l| as a function of the number
of surface layers whose C Is core-states are included in the simulation. The inset shows the
percentage contribution to | X Z(i)z| from each of the top four individual layers, obtained by
integrating | X z@z| over a 260-340 eV energy window, plotted as a function of layer index.
Contribution to the overall response is seen to decay exponentially moving into the bulk of
the slab with the top layer accounting for ~63% of the signal. (D) Periodic supercell of the
8-layer graphite slab employed in the simulations.

340
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Small changes in the energy calibration and temperature effects in the theory and the im-
perfect materials used in the experiments can engender large differences in signal intensity,
particularly near the absorption edge, likely accounting for the observed differences between
experiment and theory. The main features in the SH spectrum correspond to excitations
from a convolution of the ground state and 7* and ¢* intermediate states in the conduction
band. As such, a direct comparison between the SH spectrum and the linear spectrum is
infeasible.

The signal originating from each layer of the graphite slab was isolated, in order to
determine the exact degree of surface specificity. As shown in the inset of Figure 6.3C, the
contribution to the overall response decays exponentially as a function of layer index and
is essentially limited to the first three monolayers, or ~0.5 nm, with ~63% of the signal
originating from the topmost layer, ~25% from the second, and ~9% from the third. This
result is consistent with expectations from optical sum frequency generation, wherein 90%
of the signal originates from the first 2 molecular layers [290].

In conclusion, soft X-ray second harmonic generation is demonstrated to be a power-
ful elemental and chemical specific spectroscopy that is highly symmetry sensitive. This
new technique will permit a new class of interface analysis experiments with significantly
higher interfacial specificity than existing soft X-ray methods, effectively allowing for X-ray
absorption spectroscopy of the first few molecular layers of an exposed bulk sample or ei-
ther side of a buried interface. For example, buried interfaces in layered samples, wherein
an individual layer contains an element not present in the others, could be probed directly
without concomitant contamination from the exposed interfaces. Additionally, as the pulses
remains fully coherent, it should be possible to combine this technique with lensless coherent
imaging techniques with a resolution not limited by aberration [69]. Such a technique would
require either an energy-sensitive nondispersive detector or the generation of a signal that is
spatially separated from the input pulses, as has been achieved previously with non-collinear
input laser pulses, such as in optical SFG [267, 276-278]. If radiation damage concerns can
be mitigated, the spectral sensitivity demonstrated here would enable experiments which
can both spectroscopically and spatially resolve nanoparticles. Such measurements, when
combined with the first-principles electronic structure framework developed here, will have
broad applicability to a variety of systems of current interest.

Samples

Unsupported nanocrystalline graphite thin films (thickness: 100, 300, 500, 720 nm),
mounted onto L1.0 rings (10 mm diameter), were purchased from Lebow Company (Goleta,

CA).

Experimental Design

The soft X-ray SHG experiment was performed at EIS-TIMEX end-station of the Elastic
and Inelastic Scattering (EIS) beamline [284, 285] at the FERMI FEL-2 free electron laser
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(279, 280]. FEL-2 is based on a double high gain harmonic generation (HGHG) conversion
scheme. The HGHG scheme consists in preparing the electron beam phase space in a first
undulator (modulator), where the interaction with an external laser (seed) induces a con-
trolled and periodic modulation in the beam longitudinal energy distribution. The beam
propagates through a dispersive section converting the energy modulation into a density
modulation. The density modulated beam is then injected in a long undulator (amplifier)
where the FEL amplification process is enhanced by the presence of the modulation. This
sequence is repeated twice in FERMI FEL-2 in order to achieve high harmonic multiplication
factors [280]. The input seed used in this experiment corresponds to the third harmonic of a
Ti:Sa oscillator followed by a regenerative amplifier. A further pulse temporal compression
stage was set up in the UV to reduce the duration of the seed to 67 fs.

Table 6.1: FERMI FEL pulse characteristics: wavelength (nm), harmonic number, pulse
duration (fs), Fourier limited spectral width (o, nm), measured spectral width (o, nm),
coherence length (um) and number of shots for various data sets.

Estimated Fourier limited casured Coherence

Wavelength n X m  duration  spectral width (most probable) length Shots

(nm) (FWHM, fs) (o, nm) Spe‘(?zarllrvg;dth (FWHM, m)

1.02 65 22.7 45-10° 11.107 27 3308
4.36 60 23.3 51104 2.0.10°3 1.8 794
4.76 55 24 59104 2.2.10-3 1.9 479

When the FEL is optimized for maximizing the peak power, in the HGHG process the
frequency upshift to harmonic n typically shortens the output pulse by a factor ~ 7/(6n'/?)
[291]. The three wavelengths used in the experiment correspond to the conversion of the seed
to harmonic orders n = 11th, 12th, and 13th in the first stage, and harmonic m = 5 in the
second. We may therefore estimate the pulse shortening corresponding to the double stage
conversion of FEL-2 as (7/6)2/(nm)/3. We have listed the duration estimate for the three
wavelengths in Table 6.1, together with the measured spectral width, the expected width
for Gaussian Fourier transform limited pulses, and the corresponding coherence length. The
spectral width was measured as the most probable value resulting from the statistical analysis
of >450 shots at a given wavelength. An example is shown in Figure 6.4, where a typical
histogram of the spectral width (o, nm) is shown at n = 13, m = 5.

The graphite films were attached to a 5-axis manipulator stage. The sample was rastered
(~50-60 pm) so that pristine graphite was probed with each laser shot, mitigating the effects
of sample damage. Between laser shots, the positioning of the sample stage, monitored by
a telemicroscope, was moved along the beam axis to ensure that the sample was always at
the focal point of the ellipsoidal mirror.

Photons from the FEL source are transported to the endstation along the Photon Anal-
ysis, Delivery, and Reduction System (PADReS) [292], which also provided shot-to-shot
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Figure 6.4: Spectral width. Top left: Spectral width (o, nm) vs. shot number for the 3398
shots in the histogram. Bottom left: Histogram of the FEL spectral width (o, nm) at 4.02
nm. The most probable value is 1.1 - 10~* nm. Right: Single shot of the FEL at 4.02 nm
with spectral spread along the horizontal axis (nm).

photon diagnostics (Ip monitor, PRESTO (Pulse-Resolved Energy Spectrometer (Transpar-
ent and Online))) and a gas attenuator (6 m, Ny, 1.7 mbar) to remove the first stage FERMI
radiation. The FEL beam was passed through an iris (2 mm) to attenuate both the off-axis
second harmonic emission from the FEL light source and the emission of the first undulator
chain of FERMI characterized by a larger divergence, and focused by an ellipsoidal mirror
(f = 1.4 m) onto the graphite sample at normal incidence. The transmitted beam and the
collinear second harmonic signal were then passed through a 600 nm Al filter to attenuate
the fundamental beam, and into an EUV spectrometer [286]. In the spectrometer, the beam
was reflected from a grating (Hitachi cod. 001-0450, 2400 gr/mm central groove density) in
first order — to separate the second harmonic signal from the fundamental — and onto a CCD
(Princeton Instruments PIXIS-XO 400 B). A single CCD image was recorded for each laser
pulse.

To explicitly separate the relative contributions to the measured second harmonic signal
from the FEL source and the sample, measurements were also made without the sample
present. In general, an approximately equal number of laser shots were recorded with and
without the graphite sample present. These off-sample measurements also allowed for the
direct characterization of the FEL beam (intensity, mode hopping, etc.).
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Figure 6.5: Pulse energy calibration and filtering. The correlation between the drain current
(arb. units) and spectrometer signal for the off-sample fundamental (a) were used to calibrate
the FEL pulse energy. Signals measured on the CCD were filtered using a series of four steps:
1. low energy cutoff (not shown), 2. horizontal (orange X; o, nm) and vertical (red +; o, mm)
beam profiles, 3. FWHM (green x), 4. distance, remaining outliers (black A). The points
remaining after filtering are shown as blue circles. The uncalibrated dataset presented is
from the 500 nm graphite sample at 307.86 eV (4.02 nm). (A) Off-sample fundamental (B)
On-sample fundamental (C) Off-sample second harmonic (D) On-sample second harmonic.

Data Analysis

Each dataset for every graphite sample at each photon energy (260.49 eV, 284.18 eV, and
307.86 eV) contained >250 FEL pulses. The signal recorded on the CCD at the fundamental
and second harmonic wavelengths is shown in Figure 6.5 for a single data set. Figure 6.5
shows data from the 500 nm graphite sample at 307.86 eV (4.02 nm). Each plotted point
represents a single laser shot and its corresponding signal on the CCD, scaling only for
the spectrometer efficiency and the transmission through the 600 nm Al filter before the
spectrometer, with respect to the uncalibrated drain current measured off the ellipsoidal
mirror immediately upstream of the sample. The correlation between the drain current and
the CCD signal were used to calibrate the FEL pulse energies. In these data, it is readily
apparent that mode stability of the FERMI light source was of particular concern and is
especially evident in the signal at the second harmonic wavelengths. This instability may be
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caused by two main factors, which may also play a concurrent role. The central wavelength
depends on the slope of the beam longitudinal energy distribution. A change in this slope,
dependent on the temporal jitter between seed and the electron bunch at the first modulator,
may lead to a periodic shift and broadening of the spectrum. A second aspect is related to
the FEL tuning condition. Seeking the maximum pulse energy may bring one of the FEL
amplifiers to a pre-saturation condition where the pulse duration scaling no longer holds.
Under this condition, the pulse may develop side-bands and split into two satellites. The
energy extracted increases, but this increase is generally not accompanied by a growth of
the peak power.

Filtering and removing contributions from the undesired modes was necessary. This
filtering was accomplished in a series of automated steps utilizing the photon diagnostic
data from PADReS and the image from the CCD in the spectrometer acquired for each laser
pulse. Initially, a low pulse energy cutoff was applied, removing data points originating from
FEL pulses for which the measured drain current on the ellipsoidal mirror was less than
0.5 arb. units (not shown in figure). The data were then filtered utilizing the horizontal
(energy distribution) and vertical (spatial spread) beam profiles measured by the PADReS
spectrometer and the full width half maximum (FWHM) of the peak corresponding to the
fundamental beam in the projection of the CCD image along the energy axis. Points were
removed from the dataset if the standard deviation (o) was greater than 0.006 nm or less
than 0.58 mm for the horizontal and vertical profiles, respectively. Note that when the
FEL enters a regime wherein spectral splitting occurs, a spatial narrowing of the pulse is
also observed. For the FWHM filtering, points were removed if they were determined to
be outliers with respect to the remaining dataset following the removal of points by the
horizontal and vertical profile filtering. Finally, the remaining outliers, determined by a
distance filter, were removed. The distance filter was implemented by renormalizing the
pulse energy and signal axes (min: 0, max: 1) and calculating the distance between the
points and (0.2, 0.75). The distribution of distances was then used in the determination of
the outliers. Outliers were determined using a simple box plot model wherein an outlier was
defined as those points lying beyond the whiskers — 1.5xIQR (interquartile range) below or
above the first and third quartile, respectively. Examples of pulses removed by and remaining
after filtering are shown in Figure 6.6.

Following the filtering, the remaining points were binned. As the sampling of pulse ener-
gies were not uniform, the bin positions were determined by the centroid of the dataset. The
appropriate scaling factors were then applied to account for attenuation through the graphite
sample and for the portion of the signal blocked by the entrance slits to the spectrometer.
The proportion of the signal blocked by the spectrometer entrance slits was determined us-
ing the spatial profile of the fundamental beam on the spectrometer, along with the size of
the horizontal and vertical entrance slits. From this, utilizing the shadow cast on the CCD
from the slits, the percentage of the flux transmitted through the slits can be calculated,
providing a direct measurement of the fundamental beam intensity. The difference between
the on- and off-sample curves then yields the power dependence curves shown in Figure 6.2.
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Figure 6.6: Spectral profile of FEL pulses. Typical spectra of pulses removed by filtering
(top, dashed lines) vs. pulses remaining after filtering (bottom, blue).

Theoretical Methods

First-principles density functional theory (DFT) [293, 294] simulations were carried out
using the exciting [288] all-electron full-potential computer package which employs (lin-
earized) augmented planewave + local orbital [(L)APW+lo] methods. In order to investigate
second harmonic generation at the (0001) surface of graphite, a supercell comprising of an
8-layer slab of AB stacked hexagonal graphite was set up (see Figure 6.3d). The slab model
was generated via a 1x1x4 repetition of a unit cell of AB stacked graphite with the experi-
mentally determined [295] in-plane and out-of-plane lattice parameters: 2.464 A and 6.711
A, respectively. A vacuum region of 10 A was chosen to separate periodic images of the slab
along the z direction perpendicular to the slab surface. No additional geometry optimiza-
tion was carried out as previous DFT calculations [296] of the (0001) surface have indicated
insignificant surface relaxation with interlayer separation at the surface very similar to the
bulk value. The parameter rgkmax, which represents the product of the minimum muffin-tin
radius and maximum length of G-k vectors in the basis, was set to 7. The Brillouin zone
of the two-dimensional slab was sampled using a 30x30x1 I'-centered k-point grid. Exchange
correlation effects within DFT were modeled at the level of the Perdew-Zunger Local Density
Approximation (LDA) [297]. In order to facilitate response calculations near C K-edge fre-
quencies, the 1s core-orbitals of carbon were explicitly included in the valence self-consistent
field treatment so that their Kohn-Sham eigenvalues and eigenvectors are self-consistently
updated within the simulation.
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To calculate the second-order susceptibility tensor relevant to SHG at the C K-edge,
we employed the second-order response formalism from Sharma et al. [287], which is im-
plemented within exciting [288]. Within this approach, the second-order susceptibility
X®@) (2w, w,w) involves contributions arising from excitation energies resonant with w as well
as 2w (see Equations 49-51 of Sharma et al.) [287]. We employ the independent particle ap-
proximation, wherein the excitation energy w,,, between electronic states m and n (m # n) is
given by Wy, = €, —&, Where g,,, £,, are their respective Kohn-Sham eigenvalues. The linear
spectrum was calculated within the same non-interacting formalism to be consistent. Since
C 1s core-electrons are situated ~280 eV below the Fermi energy, for excitation energies at
the C K-edge, w is roughly 280 eV. Therefore, in order to capture contributions to involving
C 1s excitations resonant near 2w, we included 2400 empty Kohn-Sham eigenstates whose
energies extend up to ~320 eV above the Fermi energy. However, the electronic density
of states (DOS) several hundred eV above the Fermi energy, calculated using finite k-point
grids, exhibits a highly oscillatory structure which converges extremely slowly with k-point
density. For realistic k-point densities, this in turn leads to very noisy response functions in
which the underlying resonance structure is obscured, making the calculation of X at high
energies impractical. In reality, the energies of excited states high above the Fermi energy
are characterized by significant lifetime broadening. This fact can be utilized to effectively
smooth out the density of states and mitigate numerical noise in the response function cal-
culation. Therefore, in the same spirit as the work of Klinkusch et al. [298] in the context
of photoemission, we added a heuristic energy dependent imaginary part to the unoccupied
Kohn-Sham energies to take into account lifetime broadening at high energies. Accordingly,
we treat unoccupied Kohn-Sham eigenstates with eigenvalues above the Fermi energy (EFr)
as quasiparticle energies and set:

Em — Em + il (ey) with I'(E) = %\/E — Ep (6.3)

The imaginary part I'(E) has a square root dependence on the energy and the \ parameter
is related to the inelastic mean free path of electrons [299], which is ~92 in graphite [300].
This yields a lifetime broadening of ~0.35 eV for electronic states ~280 eV above the Fermi
energy. Incorporating the modified complex eigen-energies ¢, for the unoccupied states into
the excitation frequencies w,,, entering into the calculation of the second-order response
functions [287] eliminates numerical noise at high energies and leads to numerical convergence
of X Z@(Qw, w,w) with k-point sampling density. The broadening in the calculated spectra
only assumes lifetime (virtual state: 0.35 eV, core-hole: 0.1 ¢V) and thermal broadening (0.25
eV). The thermal broadening is based on the average fluctuations in the atomic positions from
ab initio molecular dynamics simulations of an 8-layer graphite slab. Experimental spectra
will be broadened significantly by sample imperfections, atomic motions and experimental
conditions.

SHG generally requires inversion symmetry to be broken on the length scale of the in-
cident radiation [68]. As bulk graphite has an inversion center, it should exhibit no second
harmonic response. Inversion symmetry is broken at the surface of graphite however, and
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Figure 6.7: Extended Range SH response. Calculated C 1s contribution to the absolute
magnitude | X 2(2(2w, w,w)| of the zzz component of the second harmonic susceptibility over
an extended energy range. An edge onset is apparent in | X §§l| at ~132 eV, which corresponds
to half the Kohn-Sham C 1s — conduction band excitation energy in graphite (~264 eV in
the theory). Note that for the theoretical spectra, presented in Figure 6.3, a rigid shift of 20
eV was applied.

we expect some SHG. In the real world experiment, on a sample of finite thickness, light
is incident on the top surface of the sample and the bottom surface at the other end of
the sample is effectively at infinity. Lack of inversion symmetry at the top surface which
responds to the field leads to SHG. On the other hand, in the slab supercell set up considered
here, the system effectively responds to a spatially homogeneous electric field that acts at
both surfaces of the slab and the system as a whole exhibits inversion symmetry regardless
of the number of graphene layers in the slab. The second-order response from one surface
cancels that from the other surface leading to overall signal attenuation. Therefore, in order
to describe SHG resulting from the loss of inversion symmetry at the top surface, only one
of the two surfaces needs to be active in the simulation. This is achieved for the case of
core-electron response by only considering the C 1s electronic states on C atoms in the top
four layers of the 8-layer slab explicitly in the valence self-consistent field procedure. For the
bottom four layers, the C Is electronic states are treated implicitly by including them in
the core; these states do not enter the second-order response calculation. In Figure 6.7, we
show the C Is contribution to the absolute magnitude | X 2} (2w, w,w)| of the zzz component
of the second harmonic susceptibility over an extended energy range. At ~132 eV, which
corresponds to half the Kohn-Sham C 7s — conduction band excitation energy in graphite,
an edge onset is apparent in | X ®)|. Interestingly, although some signal enhancement is also
observed near 270 eV, the magnitude of the SHG response is higher at w near half the C
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K-edge energy than near the edge itself. This suggests that in this instance, the contribution
to from the 2w resonance terms is stronger than the w resonance terms [287]. Note that in
LDA the C Is core-state binding energies are underestimated by roughly 20 eV. Therefore,
in order to align the energy axis with experiment, a rigid shift of 20 eV is applied to the
spectra shown in Figure 6.3. The exponential decay observed in the magnitude of the SHG
response with increasing layer depth shown in Figure 6.3C indicates that an 8-layer slab is
sufficient to simulate SHG at the graphite surface.
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6.2 Two-Photon Absorption of Soft X-Ray Free
Electron Laser Radiation by Graphite Near the
Carbon K- Absorption Edge

Introduction

The development of ultrafast lasers capable of producing pulses with high energies and
peak powers has enabled the general study of matter by nonlinear spectroscopic methods
[59, 275]. While this field has heretofore been limited to optical wavelengths, extension
to X-ray wavelengths could provide an element- and chemical-specific probe yielding vital
new information [60, 61]. However, the lack of high peak power X-ray light sources with
requisite spatio-temporal coherence has precluded the study of nonlinear effects at those
energies [301]. Very recently, the advent of X-ray free electron lasers (FEL) has extended
the field of nonlinear optics [302] to hard X-ray wavelengths and FELs have been used to
further the understanding of X-ray induced lasing processes [271], transient gratings [273],
and sum frequency generation [63].

Two-photon absorption (TPA), wherein two photons are absorbed simultaneously, is
a fundamental third-order nonlinear optical process (shown schematically in the inset of
Figure 6.8) [303]. Core-level transitions by two-photon absorption are very sensitive to the
energy of the photon relative to the absorption edge, and exhibit increased efficiency under
strong radiation fields [304]. This has been studied previously for core-level absorption in
zirconium [64], germanium [304], and copper [274] solids as well as neon [305], helium [306],
and hydrogen gases [307, 308]. These studies showed that TPA scales as Z~% (where Z is
the atomic number), with large increases in cross section as one approaches the absorption
edge [309]. Here we demonstrate that soft X-ray two-photon absorption in carbon behaves
as predicted by extrapolation from recent studies performed at hard X-ray energies.

Methods

A. Experimental Design

Soft X-ray transmission experiments were performed at EIS-TIMEX at the FERMI free
electron laser in Trieste [279, 280, 284, 285].The FEL beam was propagated along the Photon
Analysis, Delivery, and Reduction System (PADReS), which includes shot-to-shot photon
diagnostics (I monitor, PRESTO (Pulse-Resolved Energy Spectrometer (Transparent and
Online))) and a gas attenuator (6 m, Ny, 1.7 mbar) to remove the seed laser radiation
[292]. The pulses were then passed through a 2 mm iris to attenuate off-axis emission and
focused by an ellipsoidal mirror to a spot size of ~350 pum?. The drain current from the
ellipsoidal mirror served as an additional I, monitor. Photon energies of 260.49 eV, 284.18
eV, and 307.86 eV with a pulse duration ~25 fs were used. At the laser focus, samples could
be inserted (called ‘sample’ herein) or removed (called ‘no sample’ herein). Unsupported
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Figure 6.8: Experimental schematic. X-ray pulses from the FEL are focused and either
intercepted by a sample or allowed to transmit, before being dispersed by a grating and
imaged by a camera. This design permits a direct determination of the attenuation. Inset:
Schematic of the dominant processes observed in this work, two-photon absorption. While
linear (one-photon) absorption is always present, the rate of two-photon absorption is par-
ticularly sensitive to the absorption edge and the nature of the excited state. Ip(w) and I(w)
represent the intensity of the input (Iys) and transmitted beams Ig/Iyg, respectively.

nanocrystalline graphite films (thickness: 100, 300, 500 nm) mounted onto L1.0 rings (10 mm
diameter) from Lebow company (Goleta, CA) were used as targets. The films were rastered
between each laser shot to ensure that a pristine sample was probed. The transmitted beam
was propagated through a 600 nm Al filter to prevent camera saturation, onto a grating in
first order (Hitachi cod. 001-0450, 2400 gr/mm central groove density), and finally onto a
Princeton Instruments PIXIS-XO 400 B CCD camera [286]. A single image was recorded
for each pulse. The experimental design is shown schematically in Figure 6.8.

B. Data Analysis

Each dataset comprises hundreds of FEL pulses. The number of photons detected is
calculated from the signal measured on the CCD, scaling for the transmission through the
600 nm Al filter and the spectrometer efficiency (entrance slits, grating, detector) [310]. The
number of input photons is determined from the drain current measured from the ellipsoidal
mirror immediately upstream of the sample. The points were binned and the ratio of the
number of photons detected with and without samples is plotted against the X-ray intensity
(photons/(cm?s)).

The ratio of photons transmitted with a sample (S) and with no sample (NS) for a single
photon event is given as ,

Ins

= g0 (6.4)

where [g is the signal intensity with a sample and [y is the signal intensity with no sample,
« is the absorption coefficient, ¢ is the density of the material, and x is the thickness. As
the thickness of each sample is constant, the absorption (A = acx) should be constant for a
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given sample. For two-photon events the ratio is given as

L1
INS N 1—}—60%[]\[5

(6.5)

where [ is the two-photon absorption coefficient. As  is constant for a given energy and
the density and thickness do not change for a given sample, Scx will be constant for a given

sample. Thus, when both one-photon and two-photon absorption occur, the total ratio

should be
I, a

Ins 1+ blng

(linear absorption) and b = fecx (two-photon absorption) [303]. The two-
photon absorption cross section was determined by following the literature procedure [274,
304].

Note that the two-photon absorption data are significantly less sensitive to the quality
of the laser pulse than are other nonlinear processes (e.g., second harmonic generation), and
so this effect can be seen without filtering based on lasing mode.

(6.6)

—QCcx

where ¢ = ¢

Results and Discussion

The ratio of photons transmitted with and without samples present at 260.49 eV, 284.18
eV, and 307.86 eV as a function of intensity are shown in Figure 6.9A, B, and C respectively.
The sample thicknesses shown are 100 nm (green circle), 300 nm (blue diamond) and 500
nm (red square). The average value of the attenuation is shown as a dashed line, and a curve
fit to Equation 6.6 is shown as a solid line. Aside from the expected higher attenuation, no
significant effects are observed as a function of increasing sample thickness.

Transmission is sensitive to nonlinear processes both above and below the K-edge res-
onance. In both Figure 6.9A and 6.9C, the attenuation is roughly constant as a function
of X-ray intensity. This implies that there are no significant nonlinear absorption effects at
these energies (260.49 eV and 307.86 eV), suggesting that, at the power densities employed
here, the current generation of soft X-ray FELs can be used off-resonance near the car-
bon K-edge as a probe of linear processes without concern for nonlinear processes affecting
absorption cross sections.

The effects of two-photon absorption are observed, however, when the laser is on-reso-
nance, just below the K-edge at 284.18 eV, as shown in Figure 6.9B. The shape of the curves
matches well with that predicted for two-photon absorption (Equation 6.6) at both 300 nm
and 500 nm sample thicknesses. The nonresonant two-photon absorption cross section as
previously derived [304] would be

orpa(Z) =1.27-107°Z7°% (cm’s) (6.7)

where Z is the atomic number (Z.440n = 6). The calculated value of 2.72 - 107 cms, as
predicted by a simple Z~6 scaling, is 3 orders of magnitude smaller than the experimental
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Figure 6.9: Plot of the attenuation versus X-ray beam intensity at (A) 260.49 eV, (B) 284.18
eV and (C) 307.86 eV. Different sample thicknesses are shown: 100 nm (green circle), 300
nm (blue diamond) and 500 nm (red square). Average values are shown as dashed lines,
while the two-photon absorption fit discussed in the text is shown as a solid line. Only at
284.18 €V is a large difference seen between the average value and the fitted curve. This is
due to two-photon absorption.
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value found here (~3-1075% cm?s). However, due to resonance effects, a more accurate cross
section prediction would be

orpa(Z,E;) = 4- 107zt (cm’s) (6.8)
E; — Ey
where Fj is the binding energy — in this case 284.8 eV [311] — and F; is the input photon
energy [274]. This is due to the photon energy being very close to the absorption edge, as has
been investigated in some detail for hard X-ray photons [274]. The predicted cross section at
this energy, 1.4- 10752 cm?s, agrees well with our experimental values (~3-10752 cm?s). The
ratio of the linear to two-photon cross section is also similar to what is found in both the
optical and the hard X-ray regimes [274]. The two-photon absorption cross section at 260.49
eV and 307.86 eV cannot be determined from these measurements due to low signal-to-noise
ratios, but it is at least two orders of magnitude lower than what is observed at 284.18 eV.
Note that as we are monitoring transmission, the measurement is sensitive to a variety
of nonlinear processes and can be used above the absorption edge. At energies well above
the edge, X-ray induced transparency is another possible phenomenon [312]. This would
manifest as an decrease in attenuation at high intensity in Figure 6.9C, but is not observed
here.

Conclusions

Transmission measurements of soft X-ray free electron laser pulses were made near the
carbon K-edge. At energies 25 eV above or below the K-edge, the FEL behaves largely as
a linear absorption probe. Near the edge, significant two-photon absorption is observed,
and is several orders of magnitude larger than would be predicted if not at resonance. The
observed two-photon cross section (~3 - 10752 cm®s) shows good agreement with the value
predicted from previous work at hard X-ray energies.
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