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Thomas L. Wilson

Creative Altruism
 String Quartet

2019



Duration: 4'

Instrumentation: 
    Violin I
    Violin II 
    Viola
    Cello

Performance Instructions:
    Harmonics are to be played as evenly as possible. 
    Quarter-tone flats are to be played as the lowered third "blue" note.
 

Program Notes:
    The 50th anniversary of the 16th Street Baptist Church bombing in Birmingham, Alabama occurred the 
summer of 2013. To commemorate the four young African American girls who lost their lives alongside 
more than twenty who were injured, the Alys Stephens Center in coordination with ArtPlay held a music 
festival entitled "A More Convenient Season." The composer was fortunately selected to create for his 
hometown with mentor by the resident composer Yotam Haber over the duration of that summer.
    Creative Altruism reflects on the terrible acts by offering a way forward, one argued by Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. In one of his late sermons, he reflects: Every man must decide whether he will walk in the light 
of creative altruism or in the darkness of destructive selfishness. 
    The work spins out of the hymn "Amazing Grace" through harmonic spheres of light. Revising the piece 
in 2019, the composer inserted a middle section to divide the hymn with sixteen instances of 
sixteen rhythmic patterns appear for reflection. In addition, the key is borrowed from President Barack 
Obama's singing of "Amazing Grace." 
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Every man must decide whether he will walk in the light of creative altruism 
or in the darkness of destructive selfishness. - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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