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close the park and control
entrance selectively, only
to small areas. The home-
less moved to another site
in the DMZ.)

There is one last, tragic
example. Many New York
bridges are falling down
and one of the reasons
seems to be that homeless
people have removed the
wooden beams that sup-
port these bridges. The
homeless burn the beams
to keep warm in the win-
ter. I would urge all of us
to consider these empty
spaces — the spaces where
the beams are as well as the
spaces where the home-
less and the squatters are
— and how to use these
spaces to rebuild the city.

One of the most
promising places where
space is opening up is in
the architecture and plan-
ning professions. Con-
struction is down and so is
the demand for architects
and planners. Perhaps the
most immediate thing we
can do is turn this space
(the time that architecture
and planning professionals
have) to constructive use
by recognizing that there
is a large group of socially
marginal people who are
the clients with whom
socially responsible archi-
tects and planners should
be working.

I have given up hope of finding
‘the community will’; that is why
I am no longer a person of the
‘60s. | have given up hope of
being a philosopher king, which
is why | am an ex-city planner.
Now | am content to try and nur-
ture open-ended agendas, political
conflict, small resolutions and
enough open space for a diversity
of members of the community to
find solutions.

~— Janet Lippman Abu-Lughod
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Our image of the advanced
urban economy is probably
best described by icons of
the corporate city — office
skyscrapers, suburban cor-
porate campuses, hotel/
conference centers — most
of which are sealed off
from their surroundings.
This image has even
invaded residential areas in
the form of luxury high-
rise apartment buildings.
There are parts of this
economy that are hidden
by these icons yet co t-
ed to them in ways that are
not well understood. One
connection that is not evi-
dent involves activities like
manufacturing and indus-
trial and personal services,
which we think of as
belonging to another era
or type of system; they are
in fact part of the advanced

Hl‘l)‘dﬂ cconomy.




Today’s dominant visual vocabu-
lary overemphasizes some parts of
the city’s economy and makes
invisible others that may be just
as important. This influences the
way people conceive of the city
and the role they play in it, and
ultimately affects politics.

— Saskia Sassen
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Two Manhattan skylines.

A second set of connec-
tions concerns nationality
and gender. Anybody
walking through New
York or any other major
city today will eventually
arrive in an area common-
ly considered the immi-
grant city, thought of as
imported from the Third
World and not really
belonging to the heart of
the advanced urban econo-
my. But the kinds of jobs
held by the people living
or working in these places
and the economic contri-
butions they make are
indeed part of our econo-
my and our cities.

Many of the low-wage
and part-time jobs being
generated today are held
by women. Because these
activities are often consid-
ered of secondary impor-
tance, or because many of
the jobs are part-time,

they too are not always

regarded as part of the
advanced urban economy.
The failure to recog-
nize these connections has
not only visual conse-
quences but also political
and social consequences.
By failing to include these
other activities in our con-
ception of the advanced
urban economy, by failing
to make these connections
legible, we are diminishing
the political power of the
vast number of people
who are engaged in them.
For example, during
the 1980s the government
of New York City gave
full support to expanding
sectors of the economy
like telecommunications,
finance and specialized
services. But it did not
give the same support to
economic activities like
manufacturing and indus-
trial services (which were

serving these expanding




sectors). "This had major
consequences for the peo-
ple involved in these activ-
ities — neither their hous-
ing nor their economic
needs were fully addressed.
How can we make legi-
ble — through built forms
and s spaces the connec-
tions between these vari-
ous parts of the cconomy?
We must do more than
replicate the older visual
forms that now character-
ize the inumigrant city; we
erimental and
y adventurous,
We must go beyvond the
image of the corporate ciny
and at the same time avoid
falling back on romantic
notions of what a nice lie-
tle Third World house

would look like.
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