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Talk by Boone Schirmer of the Friends of the Filirino Peovle, U, 8. A,,
at the Anniversary Celebration of the Defent cf the bases Ire-ty,

Manila, Sentember 15, 1993.

I want to express my thanks for the high honor of the awerd given
me and: for the invitation to particivate in the annivers~ry celebration
of this great vetriotic victory for the Philionine nation.

I believe the overwhelming cause of this vietery was the anti-bases and
anti-nuec lenr movement of the Philipsine eownle. I waﬁ&rivileged to see the
growth of this movement under the splendid leadership of Senmators Jose W.
Diokno and Lorenzo .M, Tanada. This movement culminated in the Senate
vote of the Magnificent Twelve, so ably led by Senstors wigberto Tanada
and Jovito Salonga.

It is true there was e support movement in the United States calling
for Philivorine base removal, participated in by organizations of the church,
of the Philinpine solidarity movement, of the peace movement, 2nd by many
demoeratic-minded individuals, but this was a very modest effort.

411 the more does vour invitation to a representative of this U. S.
movement to varticipate in your celebration pey tribute te a warm Philivrine
generosity of svirit, to a strong Fhilirrine sense of internntionalism.

The defeat of the bases treaty was a victory for Philippine democracy
and for U. S. democrney as well.

When I called my son in Madison, "Wisconsin, to tell him that I was
coming to Ha-ila to celebrate the victory, he told me to deliver his
per® nal thanks to the Philiprine peorle for taking a heavy tax burden off
his shoulders. As long as the bases remained in the Philiprines U. S.
tax-payers had %o pay ‘one’billion dollars a yesr for their suvrort.

There wes another, verhaps even more iwportant, reason for U, s.
voters to hail the removel of the Philivvine bases. As long =s the U. S.
military presence was in pl-ce the U. S. high command was repeatedly tempted

to use the Fhilippines as a staging area for U. S. intervention in the
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Third World, most recently in the Gulf War,

But U. S. wars of intervention in the Thirdﬁorld, like that in
the Fersian Gulf, only stand in th%way of govermment efforts to solve the
pressing problems of U. S. democracy, like unemployment, homelessness, decay
of the inner cities, and all the rest.

Accordingly, those of us in the United States who supported base remov=al
were dismayed to learn last November that high U. S. military officials and
their Philiprine countervarts had agreed that the U. 8, military should have
continued access to the Philivpines, in this way bolstering the Fentagon's
chosen role of global policeman.

Our dismay was even greater when we learnmed th-t Admiral Charles larson,
commander of the U, S. Pacific fleet, had declared last June that the FPhilip-
pines, under the azcess agreement, may be used as a staging area for u. s,
troops should the U. S, cngage in wars of intervention in the Mideast and
the Korean peninsula, now regarded as trouble spots by the Pentagon.

Some have misunderstood those of us in the U. S. who oppose using
the Philippines as a soringboard for the projection of U, S. military force.
They think we do this to cause bad and unfriendly relations between our two
countries. The opposite is true. We believe taking the U. S. troops and
military presence out of the Philiprines for once =nd for all, finally ridding
the relationship of the aspect of U. S. military domination, would be the
greatest possible contribution to a true and lasting friendship between our
peoples.

Long live the friendship of the pgopie of the Philipvoines and the

people of the United States!
M
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