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for the Garth Newel Piano Quartet

QUARTET: s s

composed by Alexander Mansour

PERFORMANCE NOTE

Quartet for Strings and Piano was written over the course of 2019

for the Garth Newel Piano Quartet composition competition. I have
violin had much affection for the piano quartet as an instrumentation ever since
I very young. Some of my earliest musical memories include chamber
music for such an ensemble. In particular, I seriously studied and

cello performed the quartets of Mozart, Brahms, Faure and Bridge. I certainly
owe a great deal of my compositional language to that formative time

instrumentation:

viola

piano of absorbing music. This piece is very much a response and love letter
to those great, romantic works.

My quartet is one that began with color, four colors specifically (green,

red, blue, and yellow) as an impetus for inspiration. Some of this

association is programatic ('Blue' using the language of a moody jazz
movments: club for example, or 'Green' using harmonics imitating birds chirping).
Other times, my process was entirely subjective (synesthesia as a means

I. Green
for choosing key, pursuing an abstract energy) or instinctual. These colors
II. Red absolutely have their unique identities in each movement, but such clarity
begins to blur at times (movements frequently borrow eachothers material).
I11. Blue & ey

In this way, the piece is more about color as a collective spectrum as opposed
IV. Yellow to four distinct sections, and it is my hope the music communicates
a significant amount of joy, brilliance, laughter, and celebration.

Accidentals apply for the entire bar in which they appear.

Work Duration: Approximately 25 minutes. - Alexander Mansour

Please note:

‘The audio file submitted was created through a combination of live readings amongst friends, midi samples, and my own cello overdubbing. The result is hopefully
an impression of what the piece could be, but hardly a musical or complete representation. Thank you for your understanding, and for any consideration!
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