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daxe MAKING INVISIBLE HISTORIES VISIBLE
collection notes from the NEH/Mazer project
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' ver the course of the winter quarter | had the
v
|3Sb ' an opportunity to work with two different collections
from the June L. Mazer Lesbian Archives. The first
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collection I processed was the Barbara Grier Periodical
Collection. Barbara Grier (1933-2011) was a lesbian-
feminist activist, writer, and publisher. She is perhaps
best known for her work with 7he Ladder, the monthly
magazine published by the Daughters of Bilitis, the first
national lesbian organization in the United States. Writing
under the pseudonyms Gene Damon, Vern Niven, and
Lennox Strong, Grier began contributing copy to 7he Lad-
derin 1957, and continued until 1968 when she assumed
the role of editor, and then publisher, in 1970. In 1973,
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Grier co-founded Naiad Books, which later became Naiad
Press, the preeminent lesbian book publisher that opened
up lesbian writing to the world.

The Barbara Grier Periodical Collection represents a
rich assemblage of feminist and lesbian themed news-

papers, magazines, journals, and small press publications
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amassed by Grier over the years. Spanning from 1969

to 1992, the bulk of the material is from the 1980s and
features periodicals from large United States metropolitan
areas as well as smaller towns. A notable strength of the
collection is the range in type of periodical- ad heavy

weekly LGBT newspapers such as Pittsburgh’s Quz; news-
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letters from organizations like Seattle’s Lesbian Resource
Center, bibliographic resources including the University of
Wisconsin's Feminist Periodlicals, and personal publica-
tions such as Dorothy Feola's Women’s Network.

The second collection, which is still being processed,

is the Diana Press Records. Diana Press was a lesbian-
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feminist printing and publishing house which was started
by Coletta Reid and Casey Czarnik in Baltimore, Maryland
in 1972, then relocated to Oakland, California in 1977,
Most notably, Diana Press published titles by the likes of
Rita Mae Brown and Judy Grahn, and reprinted Jeannette
Foster's pioneering Sex Variant Women in Literature. How-
ever, the press was also plagued by a series of misfortunes
including a fire in 1975 and a crippling incident of vandal-
ism in 1977. Economic setbacks, coupled with disagree-
ments amongst leadership, led to a cease in publication in
the late 1970s.
The Diana Press collection contains an assortment
of administrative materials, author files, unpublished
manuscripts, press materials, and a substantial amount
of correspondence. The correspondence is fascinating in
terms of its scope and content, documenting everything
from simple requests for catalogs to major business
disagreements with authors. The assemblage of letters of
support following the 1977 vandalism of the Diana Press
office is a particular highlight of the collection, featuring
<>
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Letters of support written to
Diana Press by Audre Lord and
Adrienne Rich
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ALL #f us are From diffarsat pacts of e Feslaleh scoeesesl,
mary holdins differisy palities]l Apinisss, Bal hessqss oF Eha
recant vasdslisation of Diana Fress, we are joining copether to
BEY LML we &BROT EALE 80T and any aot & violence sgainet Peministe
#- Feminlet inatitstions. Swih suis as U desaging of megeilves
and plates. pressss sefd heoks of sae Besielet press srs ssricus-
ly dsstructive Lo un all. Becasee of thiv sot of vasdalies whish
probably took only cas Kall o &8 hous to comaitt, we are faaed
whth the Moes of L wilileg which ians Fress would save publissed
thin yaar (reprassatisg ymacs of thought and work]l . all of the
Bossiin which the Fress has gives os cesr the past five wears.
and the rescAross, eguipsant asd Wnowlsdges which Olasa Press has
eoablavally prvvided fur ous commanity. ANE we Are Aiso Cecwd
with #ha |pavitable feslings of defssz, sapsr and despararien
wilch sccompesy much me=ealess destructios.

Mrpwrer committed SARN ViOISROE @10 B9 LN SECTEOAY &G LA deEi-
snes af the feslings of the vast maferliy of vesen whe have ghves
yoars of our lives %o Eodlding this sovessat and the seill yousg
and precarious Isstlitwiless withim 1t. Aa cur sovessst has galnad
in stresgth we Sove SSeE INCTSANLEGLY OFgaalied &Rd Seavily Tunded
afforts to demtroy di. We refuss 4s sllev dhasrs affsrts ko intin-
idata @i, whather Lo drive us late eslf-destrective factions or to
drive wF Lo & desd-en ded “correct-line” sterility. Eighin the
Suveamnt, ve aswwcl b powss and FAGhARES ©f DUr GiCIETEnCES, oWF
vight ©s sriticics asd argus with sssh sihaw, sur nessssliy Be
axplore asd presscve our diversity. But we insist that sar intersal.
autual crticiss be carried of fespedaibly and with a respect fér
FOUTENN: W9 units in GEPLOTLNG, TEJECLLL] And CORJEERIGG LhE Ofde
truciica by foscw of suf ssens af coewwnisaticon and the spaces Lm
wihich we stismpt to oredis sew instleations.

BOoEM O U JOLELAG 1A ENEE atatement Rave besn Reavily evitloal
af tha palivies of whs Peminist Ecooomic Wetworh; with shich
Dlass Frasd has Baas sascciabed; soms of us wars stressg i P T RE
Gf T.E.8, The siguing of this statement dced Dot necessarily consti-
TEtE &h ssdoressent of any epeoific polticel fection s the movement.
Bt Cur SqTmAnt Row LEensSesds Lhat SLECviemow. We went to meke
it slaar that we da B sessssl 5 Eech viclsnSs. Bs consldsr Lhat
whathar parpetrated by men, or wosis soting as the sgests of mes
By woRah supréslng sledirested anges. such atis are acis of Bak
Ripwaid wosew sl wosen®s cultsre, Io BEgning thiN NTATANEAT W NN
& gromg #efuis the desparatios which soch sots ssgesder and aah whay
v all work to transform this agtech iato aa affirsation of the
powes and wignificancs of cur work togebther by supperting Diass
Fomwm im this crisis. I ©ha FOSSS 18 U0 SOIYLYE They MUl AATE
Ehe miasy with which & resises the secrssus dasage doas e thair
poant, materials and books. We @k thEL yoE ElgR ERLE ELAtE-
mant; circulates it to others, do everything im your power to Ealp
TRANS TEDGS, SO0 BU0TE AllL Be52 vhAtaYer Bohey YOU Saa Lo Diana
Fress, (600 Maibheyh Ficest, Cekland, California
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correspondence from feminist luminaries such as Adri-
enne Rich and Audre Lorde.

Both the Grier Periodical Collection and the Diana Press
Records represent narratives that are too often excluded
from the historical record. I'm excited to be a part of
preserving and making these materials available.

—Courtney Dean
Courtney Dean is a graduate student in the Department of

Information Studies
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