UCLA

Contemporary Music Score Collection

Title
Island Universe

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1sr7x898

Author
List, Andrew

Publication Date
2020

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Diqital Library

University of California


https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1sr7x898
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/

Andrew List

Island Universe
for
Orchestra






INSTRUMENTATION

> Flutes 2" dIb.Piccolo
> Oboes 2" dIb. EH
> Bb Clarinets 2™ dIb. Eb and Bass Cl.
2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in C

Percussion: (1 Player)
Tam-tam
Vibraslap

Temple Blocks (5)
Snare Drum
Tom-toms (h,m,D
Glockenspiel
Vibraphone

Strings

Program Notes:

My idea to write Island Universe was generated by two major streams of inspiration. The first
after seeing a sculpture exhibition at the Institute of Contemporary Art in Boston created by artist
Josiah Mc Elheny in which he depicts four large” mobile-like galaxies” created from glass and
wire suspended from the ceiling. The scale and detail of these forms was both beautiful and
thought provoking. Included in the written information about the exhibition were four quotations
about the universe. It was from these quotations that the inspiration for each movement of my
piece were drawn and these ideas were used to help me create the musical fabric and form of the
piece.

The second stream of inspiration is from the fabulous photographs sent back to earth by the
Hubble Telescope. These images greatly expanded our knowledge of space and showed us that
we are part of a much larger than previously thought of, ever expanding universe. The Hubble
Telescope sent back breathtakingly beautiful images of galaxies, solar systems, stars and birthing
of stars in all shapes, sizes and colors all of which inspired me to create the musical materials
from which the piece was made.

In writing Island Universe, I created four sound mosaics by combining a variety of musical
materials, textural combinations and instrumental colors. My piece is an evolving tapestry of
ideas that are tied in essence (or molecular makeup) but exist in a three-dimensional space. The
repeated eighth-note gestures throughout the work serve as grounding and organizing feature and
works as thread of connectedness between the voices that then spiral away.

Since its inception, I conceived Island Universe to be presented in a variety of performance
venues ranging from the concert hall to local planetariums where it could be used as part of their
educational programs. The addition of live music performance to lectures on astrometry, the
study of galaxies and solar systems as well as to be combined with images from the Hubble
Telescope would offer the public a deeper level of understanding and enjoyment. My work
illustrates a way in which artists connect to and draw inspiration from science and the natural
world. Through this interaction of the arts and sciences together can heighten the public’s
awareness of a mutual respect for the natural world our vast universe.






Transposed Score

Flute 1

Flute2/Picc. 2

Oboe 1

Oboe 2/English Horn

Clarinet in Bb 1

Clarinet in Bb 2

Bassoon 1-2

Hornin F 1-2

Trumpet in C 1-2

Percussion 1:
Glockenspiel,
Temple Blocks

Percussion 2
Snare Drum, Tom tom,
Tam Tam, Temple Blocks

Violin 1

Violin 11

Viola

Cello

Double Bass

Island Universe for Orchestra

"Every celestial body has always existed and will always exist in an infinate series of reproductions”
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Island Universe for Orchestra
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Island Universe for Orchestra
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Island Universe for Orchestra
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68 With intensity
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Island Universe
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Island Universe
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"The eternity of the stars is melancholy,
sadder even than the isolation of worlds separated by the inexorable barrier of space”
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46 Distant and lonely, (like a pipe organ)
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46 Distant and lonely, (like a pipe organ)
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