
UC Merced
Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science 
Society

Title
Declarative and imperative pointing acts by infants can be distinguished by accompanying 
preverbal vocalisations

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1rr3z2f2

Journal
Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society, 44(44)

Authors
Schick, Johanna
Saldana, Carmen
zuberbühler, klaus
et al.

Publication Date
2022

Copyright Information
This work is made available under the terms of a Creative Commons Attribution License, 
available at https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
 
Peer reviewed

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1rr3z2f2
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1rr3z2f2#author
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


Declarative and imperative pointing acts by infants can be distinguished by
accompanying preverbal vocalisations
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Abstract

Infant points are often accompanied by preverbal vocalisations but little is known about their acoustic properties. In this
study we explore the role of point-accompanying preverbal infant vocalisations in expressing intention, declarative or
imperative. We test whether the interpretation of these preverbal expressions is independent from the communicative
and cultural context by assessing Swiss adult speakers’ ability to interpret preverbal point-accompanying vocalisations
from Shipibo-Konibo (Peru) children. Results suggest that adults can easily distinguish declarative and imperative pre-
verbal pointing acts by their accompanying vocalisations. We thus show that acoustic properties of these vocalisations
contain a rich amount of information which is understood by members of a different culture. This hints towards a larger
preverbal repertoire of communicative tools than previously assumed.
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