
UC San Diego
UC San Diego Previously Published Works

Title
ReUnidos: Farmworker Skin Cancer Health Navigation Program.

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1rd188d4

Journal
Journal of Clinical Oncology, 40(28_suppl)

ISSN
0732-183X

Authors
Savage, David James
Tushla, Lisa A
Guenin, Katie
et al.

Publication Date
2022-10-01

DOI
10.1200/jco.2022.40.28_suppl.113
 
Peer reviewed

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1rd188d4
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1rd188d4#author
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


113 Poster Session

ReUnidos: Farmworker Skin Cancer Health Navigation Program.

David James Savage, Lisa A. Tushla, Katie Guenin, Isabel Gross, Nina Kanakarajavelu, Rebecca
Young, Deysi Merino-Gonzalez, Nannette Stamm, Susan M. Swetter, Susan Boiko, Mona Z Mofid,
Samantha Guild, Sara A Quandt, Thomas Arcury; Scripps Clinic, San Diego, CA; Terranova Medica,
Colorado Springs, CO; Farmworker Justice, Washington, DC; Vista Community Clinic, Vista, CA; Stan-
ford University Medical Center and Cancer Institute, Stanford, CA; University of California San Diego,
La Jolla, CA; Sharp Community Medical Group, San Diego, CA; AIM at Melanoma, San Rafael, CA;
Wake Forest University School of Medicine, Winston-Salem, NC

Background: Farmworkers are at increased risk for skin cancer because of occupational exposure to sun
and pesticides. In 2017/2018, Farmworker Justice conducted the Unidos community mobilization
project to raise skin-cancer awareness and promote skin-cancer care access in farmworker communi-
ties. Unmet needs were identified in follow-up care coordination for patients who screened positive for
a suspicious skin lesion. We undertook this ReUnidos study to document the incidence of skin cancer
in the farmworker community and to evaluate the benefits of a health-navigator program to facilitate
follow-up care. Methods: Participants (primarily Latinx) are screened in the community setting by vol-
unteer dermatologists. Those who screen positive for suspected skin cancer are invited to participate
in the study. They are assigned a trained navigator who addresses the importance of evaluating the le-
sion, the details of the diagnostic process, and any questions the subjects have. The navigators also
help arrange travel, scheduling of appointments, interpretation services, and any other supports need-
ed during the care journey. Data are collected on the number of biopsies performed, diagnoses, time
from screening to diagnosis, skin cancer staging, time to treatment, as well as satisfaction with and
perceived effectiveness of the navigator program. Outcome measures are extracted from chart review
and final semi-structured interviews of both subjects and navigators. The project seeks to screen
1,000 community members. Approximately 2% are expected to screen positive for a suspicious lesion
and require follow-up care. Results: To date, 16 health navigators have been trained and 6 screening
events have been conducted in Northern San Diego County by Vista Community Clinic. A total of 126
adult participants have been screened, with 47% identifying as farmworkers. One participant screened
positive for a potential skin cancer and has consented to the study. Conclusions: Community-based
screenings linked to health-navigation programs may be effective tools to increase access to skin-can-
cer care among farmworkers. A telemedicine screening model is also being investigated for a second
site in upstate New York to expand rural skin screening access. This model may also be useful in care
coordination for other malignancies in farmworker communities such as lung cancer and lymphoma,
which have also been linked to occupational pesticide exposure. Research Sponsor: Bristol Myers
Squibb, Novartis Pharmaceuticals.

Screening demographics.

Screening No. Men Women Farmworker Men Farmworker Women Latinx Rural

1 3 14 3 7 – –

2 2 19 2 9 – –

3 4 9 3 7 13 10

4 2 13 1 5 13 12

5 2 4 2 0 6 6

6 16 27 10 5 37 10

HEALTH CARE ACCESS, EQUITY, AND DISPARITIES

© 2022 by American Society of Clinical Oncology. Visit meetings.asco.org and search by abstract for disclosure information.
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