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INSTRUMENTATION

Oboe

Violin

Piano

Percussion:

Crotales, 2 Crotales (A, Bb) on Timpani (D, Eb, Bb) (muted if required for balance), Xylophone, Vibraphone,
Wind Chimes, 2 Bongos, 2 Mounted Cowbells of distinct pitches, Tam-tam, Nipple Gong, Mounted Tambourine,
Mounted Sizzle Cymbal, Mounted Triangle

Mallets: According to percussionist's freewill




Elephants in the Sky NOTES

A few months ago I asked Irfan to give me a potentially absurd title before I started to write
anything with hopes of finding some inspiration. After all, inspirations can be very abstract.
“Elephants in the Sky”, he gleefully responded. The image of elephants scrambling pell-mell up
an imaginary path to heaven struck me immediately as a shocking tour de force never before
anticipated from these oversized creatures. Who would understand such a peculiar experience?
Excitement, aggressive competitiveness and chaotic stampedes in their pandemonium soon
take the back seat as they discover themselves able to defy gravity and drift relaxedly through
the air.

After which, they break out into a queer dance of sorts, celebrating this bizarre event that no
one else, but they, can make happen. Their occasional, trumpeting calls and mighty display of
physical prowess are translated into the music at different junctions.



Elephants in the Sky

for Piano Quartet

Cheng Jin Koh
With Wrath (2019)
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