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Oribueze A. Aniebo 

And then we cross our hearts 
aOO wait 
at the ~ asoensioo 
of the spirit. 
'!he 0111 cries -
al¥i we reiOCJIIe our heads frau us 
and dispel the fear that cxnes 
fran the bmll1us 

It is t.i1re 
for our departed brothers 
to walk abroad, 
and sun:omding an ant hole 
we beg leave of ooe of them 
to care hither 
and enchant us 
in the gathering of the clan. 

We are each of us al.ale, 
living in our individual fears, 
&lt the ~«~~Ell 
shall behold us in terror 
guardians of the secrets 
We lobo bring badt the de~ 
to join the dance 
amcl'l9 the living 

It is dane! 
He e:ow:ges fran an ant hole. 
Brother Oriekwe is it yoo? 
And holding tight our l..osely 
held opripas 
we hit the qroum with ftcnis 
to further ccnfuse the wc:men 
'1han)c you my ancestors, 
..nat a beautiful. masquerade! 

... * * * * 
C'hibueu A. Aniebo ie a otudcmt at the Uni.l)Qroity of Ifll, 
Us Ifs , Nigeria. Some of his posms have appeal'ad in 
Nigeria Magazine. 




