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proliferated about American Indians, <he resolutely Tt “:1“ lt:t‘:;xlkl-
all in a plain and truthful way, without the least colori \:tw\ .
facts” (pp. xxix—xxx). The result s a r_‘vmln'}\alwlv 1110\.1]\‘\ e
lore. Through the efforts of photohistorian Peter |1 almqu
Hevdey Books has made this book available toa general ‘”“{“'”‘I‘
in an attractive and affordable, already award-w inning, P"[""‘]'
back edition. Additional photos, an excellent map of the Klamath
River Indian Country in northwest California, a foresword l‘_\.
Palmquist, and an introduction by Julian | ang (Karuk) enhance
the book’s value. _
Because Lucy Thompson’s “reminiscences” include descrip-
tions of Yurok practices and their mea
oral history, and fairy tales,
entertaining and, the
variety of readers, Ethnologists have
invaluable source of information.
scribes the White Deerskin
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or dentalium shols in rb-;l\uning wealth and
ranked societieg of the Northwest Coast. One ot
Thompson’s aims was tq demonstrate the sophistication and
complexity of natjve cultural practices, and she is very successtul
in accomplishing this goal. -
A new generation of re
Indian an Important native source re
lﬁstory. Thompson beging her book with 4 survey of “general
history,” dL’Jscribiﬂ?,r interactions between white store owners and
Klamath River Indians in the second half of the nineteenth cen-
tury. This portion of the narratiye parallels, in some respects, the
fllrsthand account of two fijeld Matrons who lived in the Klamath
River Iﬂdlal? Country in 1908-19()9- Mary Ellicott Arnold’s and
Mabel Regd sInthe Land of the G}'HSS/H)ppt’}'-S()H\' (first published in
1957). While Thompson gives iInformation rlcgal‘ding historical
oca'lrr,ences and developments that she knew from her own
famlly S €Xperiences, she also provides tantalizing glimpses into
the precontgct past by recounting memorieg handed down orally
for senerations, for eXample, storjes f wars, rivalries, famines,
cts with g SUPErior race of beings, the “Wa-
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Winnemucca, Ella Deloria, Mourning Dove, and Gertrude Bonnin.
Thompson’s literary endeavor invites comparison to these women,
:Vho also qute ethnography, fiction, and autobiography, and

ranslated native oral traditions into written literary forms for a
white audience. Like Sarah Winnemucca's autobiography written
n the 1880s, Thompson's book provides a rare opportunity to
appreciate the personal complexity of a full-blood woman of the
first postcontact generation. Drama tically contradicting the stereo-
type of the weak and passive Indian woman, Lucy Thompson
emerges as an exceptionally proud woman of aristocratic bearing;
moreover, she was well educated and had firm beliefs about what
Was_ proper and what was not. As the numerous photographs of
herin the book confirm, she wasawoman who always “stood very
erect with great dignity” (p. xii). Almost as a refrain, she repeat-
edly reminds the reader of the ranked nature of the Klamath tribes
and the elevated status and prerogatives of the persons of heredi-

tary wealth, such as herself. As she explains, she and her father
e ancient order of Talths,

were the only surviving members of th _ .
who alone were given the true name of God. With the passing of
igé)TalthS ended the laws of the ancient nation forever (pp. 74,
In addition to being a rich storehouse of information, the book
ve. Not only are its “fairy

1ts faSrcinating from a literary perspecti . _
tales” and heroic epics such as “Two Famous Athletes” entertain-

Ing in their own right; the reminiscences are also an interesting
€xample of the fusion—or, More accurately, the superimposition—
of different forms of cultural expression. As narrative, Lucy

hompson’s stories retain much of the authenticity of_natwe oral
traditioﬂs, while simultaneously integrating Western literary con-
ventions, motifs, and allusions For example, one chapter is en-
titled “Our Chriét,” another “The Sampson of the Klamath Indi-

ans.” Th i concludes a story by drawing an
ompson occasionally ! inful” to the

appropriate Christian moral; such a practice is “p 1 _
traditionalist Julian Lang, for it represents the gratuitous intrusion
ofaforei gnelement (p. xviii). The ostensiblereason for Thompson's
appropriation of Western metaphors and Symbols was to translate
unfamiliar traditions of the Klamath River Indians into terms that
a skeptical white audience could comprehepd and respect.
AsPeter Palmquist perceptively observesin the foreword, there

iS More to the reminiscences than appears on the ;urfage: In order
hat Thompson 15 trying to com-

to understand the subtleties o! ¥ :
Municate and to penetrate the many layers of meaning, one needs
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to listen very, very carefully. The book i 4 treasure trow v:i with
each rcrmdihg, something new and unexpected s revealed
One of the most Intriguing aspects of 7o ¢y, ‘ L '
the narrative voice, which is at oince both svacative amd ol ¢
Throughout the book, the strong, assertive character ot .l U \t
,I']mmpsun comes thmugh Clt'(lrly: Ssheis a person who }\_mm H]]“]H
who she is and speaks authnritntivuh ONa range of topics, While
conveving pride in her native hvrit.agv _
—I'h”m‘P-‘““” dt'm(mStI‘ML'Li an elitism that Liiq not endear ]”u_‘l tf‘
leftist radicals of the 19605 and 1970s who icwed her as “roge-
tionary,” as Julian Lang points out. Notonly did she place some ot
the blame for dcmnralizatinn and loss of traditions on Uu'
Yurok themselves (pp. 172-73), she subscribed to s lan
notions of a punishingljr God and to ”illl‘l('t'lllh-(t‘nlLII'}.' O 0-
lutionary theorjes regarding the ino\'itdhili[_\' of the “child race
yielding to the “superior” white race (Pp. 132, T64). At times, when
the prose style and moral tone become dislinytl_\' Victorian, one
wonders if Lucy Thumpson’s white husband‘m whom she dic-
tated the book——interjccl'cd his own Voice into the narrative,

Undoubted[y, Milton Thompson dig havesome rolein the composi-
tion of the bogk.

Howev'er, itisalso Iikuly th
the wel] of Victorian culture:
Was a convert tg Christi

jq.1?.'('?.".“i" [":' ;:_":_‘ s

and her womanhood

at Lucy herself had runk deeply at
She wasg literate, ang presumably she
anity. Lang whe presents her as a “tradi-
tionalist” at odds with Progressives, ig bcingsimplistic and presenti-
Stic; in this and other ways, he misleads the reader in his introduc-
tion. Thompson dig condemn the corruption of ancient customs
and mourned thejr Passing, but she clearly chose to embrace
white cultyre ipn many significant ways. In a sense, her life
was bracketed by a contradiction: She by willingly abandoned
PCrpetuating ceremonial and sacred know]-
he married her white husband. She re-
attached to him a4 she did to her Indian

identity.
One cannot entirely discount the like] thood that To tie American
Orative effort, nor the possibility that the
INg the book was g self—justification oran effort
_ ritages. A more noble motijye
Like Black Elk, who shared hig beautify]
PSonrecorded for dosterity the truthsg
entrusted to her about the Yurok’s cultural ;Chieve)lglents and
Ponsibilities. As the title of the book
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reminds us, these teachings were not exclusively ozieven grlr?;illi)ef
geared to a white audience but rather were addresse

American Indian.”

Tanis Clmpmmz Thorne ‘
University of California, Irvine





