UCLA

Contemporary Music Score Collection

Title
Songs of Achilles

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1f35t291

Author
Dowling, Joshua

Publication Date
2020

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Diqgital Library

University of California


https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1f35t291
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/

Joshua Dowling

Songs of Achilles

for Baritone & Chamber Ensemble

(2020)



About

Songs of Achillies 1s a setting of
the text from Madeline Miller's book
Song of Achillies for baritone and chamber ensemble.

The two songs are
from the perspective of Achillies grieving
over the loss of his dear friend and
beloved, Patroclus in battle.

Instrumentation

Clarinet in Bb (x2)
Horn in F
Crotales
Vibraphone
Marimba
Harp
Piano
Baritone
Violin I
Violin II
Viola
Cello
Double Bass

*Marimba player double on Crotales
*Harp and/or Piano



Songs of Achillies
Setting of the text by Madeline Miller (1978)

I. Burial

Perhaps it is,

The greatest grief.

To be left on earth,
When another is gone.

I could recognise him,

By touch alone; by smell,

I would know him in death,
At the end of the world.

When he died,
All things soft and beautiful,
Would be buried with him.

II. Our Joy

In the darkness,
Two shadows,
Reaching through,
Helpless heavy dusk.

Their hands meet,

And light spills,

In a flood,

Like a hundred thousand golden urns,
Pouring out the sun.

We were like gods,

At the dawning of the world,
And our joy was so bright,
We could see nothing else,



Songs of Achilles
for Baritone & Chamber Ensemble

Text by Madeline Miller (1978)

Composed by Joshua Dowling (1996)
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