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Saey and women’s percepons o saey play a signican role
in wheher or no hey choose o cycle, o he poin ha when
women ravel, hey end o “make a number o acviy and ravel
choices based on heir percepons o heir saey,”1 even o he
poin o urning down employmen opporunies i hey perceive
unsae ravel opons.

In he US, a sudy ound “wo o hree mes higher risk o aaliy
among US cycliss as compared o places like Holland or Germany,
places ha boas subsanally higher raes o bicycling”2. Years o
invesmen in auocenric mobiliy have made saey a serious
problem or hose choosing o cycle, creang an issue or all cycliss,
primarily women. In he US, “we no longer preven women rom
bicycling by rule or cusom, bu by public policies and inrasrucure”3.

In addion o saey, amily srucures and responsibilies heavily
impac women’s abiliy o cycle. These responsibilies aec he
ypes o rips hey make hroughou he day, which migh no
be conducive o cycling. Oher ndings show ha all women and
especially women o color are more likely o cycle i here are cycling
communies in place ha represen hem. One sudy ound ha
“38% o Arican Americans agreed ha heir percepon o bicycliss
would improve wih a broader represenaon o bicycliss ha
included women and people o color”4. Anoher sudy ound ha
“social srucures have a large eec on bicycling choice and ha
changes mus be made o encourage “anyone” o bicycle raher
han jus hose who ideny as bicycliss5.

Why Don’Women Cycle is creaed rom a sudy6 unded by C40 Cies
hrough a gran o he San Francisco Deparmen o he Environmen.
During he summer o 2018, a group oUC Berkeley researchers
and voluneers rom San Francisco Deparmen o he Environmen
conduced observaons, inercep surveys, and ocus groups in order o
sudy women and heir use o bike lanes in he Souh oMarke Area
o San Francisco. Addional daa analysis rom he US Census and he
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Overview o he Issue

Findings

The Sudy

San FranciscoMunicipal Transporaon Agency as well as graphic
summaries were developed in 2019 wih unding rom SaeTrec and
he Caliornia Oce o Trac Saey o inorm he recommendaons
o gender-equiable bike lanes.

5th & Folsom
Men - 80%

Women - 20%
Total of 56

Bike Lanes

8th & Howard
Men - 75%

Women - 25%
Total of 182

4th & Townsend
Men - 64%

Women - 36%
Total of 184

Gender Spli or Cycliss in he Sudy Area

Saey and women’s perceptons o saey is a prevalen acor afectng he gender gap o cycling wihin he US. In his sudy, he use o
bike lanes in he Souh oMarke Area o San Francisco ound ha only 29% o he cycliss were emale despie accountng or 50% o
he populaton in he area. This research brie summarizes key issues ound in his sudy o women’s perceptons o saey when cycling.

Why Don’t Women Cycle?
A Case Sudy oWomen’s Percepons o Cycling in San Francisco

Dorry Funaki
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Ou o he 433 usable surveys, 69% o respondens
idened as male, 29% idened as emale, and 2%
idened as Transgender/Oher/Non-Conorming. A

sascal regression o he survey ound hawomen are
less likely to cycle daily than men are.

Saey ismuchmore likely o aecwomen’s ravel decisions

hanmen’s.Women of color are more likely to take
safety into account when making travel decisions

than White Non-Hispanic women.

Wih regard o he relaonship o gender and race o

cycling in he Bay Area: (1) being female does have
a negatve relatonship wih cycling, (2) here is a
posive relaonship beweenmen andwomenwho ideny as

Non-Hispanic Whie o cycling, meaning hose who ideny

as Non-Hispanic Whie were ound o cycle more han

oher ehnicies.



Funding or his program was provided by a gran rom he Caliornia Ofce o Trafc Saey, hrough he Natonal Highway
Trafc Saey Adminisraton.

Key Issues Afecng Women Cycliss

Right Turn
Pinchpoint

Lack o bicycle inrasrucure o
suppor cycliss making righ urns
ono Howard. Causes cycliss o

use pedesrian crosswalk insead o
saying in he bike lane.

Conclusions

The consrucon, ha’s why I’m
no biking anymore regularly...
hewhole area is dominaed
by consrucon, and I don’ eel
sae getng a fa re.

I wan o bikemore, even hough
I ge concerned abou he rac.
The rac is crazy here in he
ciy...righ now I BART andwalk,
and I’d like o BART and cycle, so
I can ge ha exercise.

There’s a lo o scary poholes.
I you’re biking on Folsom, here
are somany cracks, a he same
me you need o go prey as i
youwan omake he lighs.

A litle less han 30%o cycliss in he Souh oMarke neighborhood
ideny as women, and his proporon o emale cycliss is refecve
o cycliss in heUS. Issues like saey, amily obligaons, and lack o
women cycling, especially women o color cycliss who are visible
in he cycling communiy, have proven o be deerrens or emale
cycliss.

Observaons and surveys or his sudy were colleced during
weekday commue and midday hours, bu uure sudies should
also collec surveys and conduc observaons during he weekend
o sample a greaer number owomen.

In order o help ease he gender dispariy in cycling, his research
brie recommends greaer invesmen be placed on proeced
bike lanes wih complee connecons o help ease percepons o
saey.

More sudies like his are imporan o ensure gender-equiable
cies. Sensiviy owards women, and hose women who ideny
aswomen o color when planning and designing accessible and sae
bicycle lanes benes communies as hey promoe climaemigaon
eors o lowering vehicle congeson and providemore ravel opons
orwomen.

Shared drop o lanes causes
ensions beween buses, axis, and

cycliss.

Shared
Drop Of

Shared
Bike Lane

Bike lanes shared wih ransi
and oher vehicles oer no

proecon or cycliss having o
move hrough hose areas.

Poor Road
Conditons

Poholes and poor upkeep o roads
are a deerren o emale cycliss.

Shared
Bus Stop

Bus drop os cause pinch poins or
cycliss moving hrough he area.

Consructon

Consucon poses anoher hazard
or cycliss moving hrough he

area.

Saey is he number one
reason women don’
bike, hey’re araid o

cars.




