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First-gen students expressed their limited access to
academic role models outside of the classroom given that
they are the first in their family to pursue higher education.

Difficulty with proper grammar, spelling, and word choice
were all highlighted by students, particularly those who were

non-native English speakers.

Students claimed that developing personal relationships with their instructors made it easier to ask for help when needed.
Several students claimed that they felt more confident in their abilities when their instructors offered direct feedback and assistance.

Students reported that the small class size allowed them to interact meaningfully with their instructors,
which increased their comfort level in group discussions and presentations. The intimate class setting, coupled with

interactive activities, builds a sense of community and makes students feel valued, motivating them to attend and engage.
However, students often struggle with basic writing conventions and lack confidence in seeking help.
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When asked about factors that affect their writing, students discussed the following.

I think in the first language
I speak, which is not English.
So, trying to say what I want
to say, in English, it’s almost
impossible. I’m not giving the
perfect writing, but I’m trying
to do my best. but it’s hard.to do my best. but it’s hard.

I honestly feel like I don’t
have role models because I
am the oldest and everyone
else is younger than me. my
parents and cousins didn’t go
to school. i’m the first. i feel
like i don’t have anyone tolike i don’t have anyone to
look up to and everyone’s

looking up to me.

with the instructors
you feel like they

want to help you and
they’re not going to
judge you for what you

write on paper.

they make you
feel welcomed and
very comfortable.
like you’re not
a like a burden
like some
professors.professors.

in this class
the instructors
reached out to me.

that was great, because
i actually felt like i was
getting a little more
confident because theyconfident because they
were coming to me
instead of me
reaching out.

she got us rice crispies
if it was your birthday.

that was cool.

First-generation college students face unique
challenges, including financial constraints, cultural
adjustments, lack of academic preparedness,
unfamiliar institutional systems, and stigma, which
are exacerbated by limited English proficiency,
yet many higher education institutions fail to
identify and support these students adequately.identify and support these students adequately.students at UC Merced 
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in this class
i feel included.
i feel like i

actually belong.
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