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Initial development of the feedback meta instrument took place during a residency at Millay Arts.

Initial concept of the piece took place over various phone and Zoom meetings from the summer of 2022 onwards.  
And a lifetime of experiences.  

this document 
archives the 
materials used 
f o r t h e 
premiere and 
offers them as 
inspiration for 
f u t u r e 
interpretations
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Disrutpting efficiency-driven economies that operationalize the categorical individuation of 
pain for proit and in appeals to  justice,JUST PAIN transits intensities in a vibrationally 
amplified process community , creating an interactive feedback experience where the acute and 
chronic are remixed in call ’n’ response and cut ’n’ paste sonic intimacies.  

Where the ‘treatment’ of pain prophecies the promise of equity  
aka analgesic error as remedial logic…

contesting… efficiency-driven economies that operationalize the categorical individuation of 
pain for proit and in appeals to  justice,JUST PAIN remixes acute and chronic intensities in a 
vibrationally amplified process community , creating an interactive feedback experience that 
challenges the ‘treatment’ of pain as a promise of equity (aka analgesic error as remedial logic.)
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FORM 
  

Doors open / Sound installation  
  

---------- BEGIN PERFORMANCE  
  

WAITING ROOM (10 mins) 
JESSICA 

ADAM  
  

FRACTALS AND FRAGMENTATION 
Triggers and Onsets (10 mins) 

JAN  
JAN + TEQUILA 

  
// Flush // 

  
Glossy Analgesic (!0 min) 

TEQUILA 
TEQUILA + JAN 

JESSICA INTERVENTION 
  

COLLECTIVE PROCESSING  
Group (10 mins) 

JERRY 

//”The four instrumental bodies in the center of the room…” 
+ JESSICA 
+ TEQUILA 

+ JAN 
  

Audience (10 mins)  
+ AUDIENCE 

  
//”Please return to your seats …”/ 
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TRIGGERS AND ONSETS

OR MORE
who improvises laments
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JUST PAIN Ensemble  

FEEDBACK META INSTRUMENT



Canadian American saxophonist, Jan Berry Baker, has performed as a soloist, chamber and 
orchestral musician on many of the world’s great stages.  An advocate of cross-disciplinary 
collaborations, socially conscious programming, and community engagement, she is Co-

Artistic Director of contemporary chamber ensemble, Bent Frequency. Jan regularly performs 
with the LA Philharmonic, Lyric Opera of Chicago, Grant Park Festival Orchestra, Chicago 
Philharmonic, Atlanta Ballet, and Atlanta Opera and has appeared with the Chicago and 

Atlanta Symphony Orchestras. She has recorded on the Centaur, Cedille, and Albany labels. 
As an educator, she is Professor of Saxophone, Woodwind Area Head, and Vice Chair of the 
Department of Music at the Herb Alpert School of Music at UCLA. Jan is a founding member 
of the Committee on the Status of Gender Equity in the North American Saxophone Alliance 
and was the inaugural leader of the CGE Mentoring Program. She earned a Doctor of Music 
degree from Northwestern University and is a Selmer Paris and Vandoren performing artist.  



Adam Mirza is a composer and sound artist who works with acoustic and electronic 
instruments as well as video and other media. His work involves the abstraction and 

reconfiguration of bodily gestures and politically charged or otherwise culturally resonant 
sonic media. Mirza uses the tools of production (microphones and loudspeakers, audio and 
video processors, musical instruments, objects, and spaces) to render the familiar unfamiliar 
and to create unique performance experiences through/with sound. Current projects include 

Partial Knowledge (a chamber music album), Nagleria Fowleri (audio-video poem cycle based 
on texts by Rimona Afana), and Fake Radiolab (absurd “anti-podcast”/live electronic 

performance duo with Akiva Zamcheck). Mirza teaches composition and electronic music at 
Emory University in Atlanta. More details at www.adammirza.com.







Jessica A. Schwartz is an associate professor of musicology at the Herb Alpert School 
of Music at the University of California-Los Angeles. Schwartz’s work focuses on 

critical, creative, and poetic dissent from an interrogation of sonic histories and musical 
representations of imperial and military violence, as explored in Radiation Sounds: 

Marshallese Music and Nuclear Silences (Duke 2021), American Quarterly, and Women 
& Music, as well as DIY/punk musicality/philosophy/education in Punk Pedagogies: 

Music, Culture and Learning and the journal Punk & Post-Punk. Schwartz is the 
Academic Advisor to and co-founder of the Marshallese Educational Initiative (501c3), 
co-hosts the Punkast Series (a podcast series), and plays noise/experimental guitar.  
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