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Instrumentation:

Flute

English Horn
Clarinet in B-flat
Bassoon

2 Horns in F
Trumpet in C

Percussion (vibraphone, triangle)
Harp
Solo Violin

Strings (4, 4, 3, 3, T minimum)

Composer’s Note:

Spring Pools is the second movement of my Violin Concerto, written for
violinist Chloé Trevor and SYZYGY, New Music at SMU, at the request of
conductor Nicholas Leh Baker. The piece has as its basis a song | had written
many years before using Robert Frost’s poem of the same name. Being a
young and inexperienced composer at the time, | didn’t realize that | would
not be able to secure permission to use Frost’s poem from his publisher, so
my song lay dormant for many years. When the opportunity to write this
concerto arose, | particularly wanted to highlight the singing quality of
Chloé’s playing. | remembered the song that | had composed twelve years
earlier and chose to resurrect it. Now the music of Frost’s ode to pristine
forest pools of melted snow is communicated wordlessly through long lines
given to the soloist, interlaced with countermelodies and intricate textures in
the orchestra.
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