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for the Nevada Assembly in 1974, and was famous for her
highly publicized struggle with the BLM, who claimed
the brothel was on BLM land.

Beverly Harrell ran a clean, well-ordered house and
wrote a book about it. She was concerned with the health
and education of her charges, encouraging them to read
books and to take walks in the desert around the brothel.

Apparently, some of the women had found arrow-
heads and other artifacts on their walks and were curious
about what they were. So, Beverly wrote to Don as the
Curator of Anthropology at the Nevada State Museum,
inviting him to come to the Cottontail Ranch, look at the
sites and artifacts the women had discovered, and talk
with them about archaeology and Nevada prehistory.

I thought this was a fine idea—a real opportunity
to educate the public and to find new sites around the
little playa, in the badlands, and in the volcanic terrain
around Lida Junction. Don was amused and intrigued
by the invitation. He agreed that there should be some
interesting archaeology there, but in spite of my urging
him to accept, he did not. He claimed that as innocent
and educational as our visit would surely be, someone
might see the Museum truck in the parking lot and
complain to the Museum Board of Directors. I countered
that we could hide the truck behind the privacy fence
of the brothel, but he said that a patron might rat us out.
I suggested that we could take his car, but he said that
would be worse, since if we were discovered, it could be
said we were not on official business.

So, we never did visit Beverly and her girls and the
sites they found. The ancient secrets of Lida Junction
remain for others to discover. Cottontail Ranch was
closed in 2004 when Ms. Harrell retired.

A MEMORY OF DONALD R. TUOHY

Margaret Brown
Nevada State Museum

I met Don Tuohy in the summer of 1976, while working
as a dig bum with Mary Rusco. Don had no love for
CRM work and therefore was disdainful of Mary’s ragtag
band of laborers. To make matters worse, I had worked
for Bob Elston, who had fallen out of favor with Don.
Famous for holding a grudge, I was essentially invisible

to him. It took years for him to warm up, but we became
fast friends by the time he retired.

One summer in the early 1990s, Don thought he
might check out the Burning Man festival, which takes
place in the Black Rock Desert northeast of Gerlach.
These were the earliest years of Burning Man at the
Black Rock lakebed site, so Don must have heard about
some strange goings-on out in the desert.

Don loaded up the truck, and perhaps seeking a back
way into Burning Man, given the unknown nature of the
activities out there, he took off for Winnemucca, with
nary a mention of his intentions to his staff. Not sure of
what he would encounter at such a gathering and being
a well-seasoned desert traveler, he decided to drop into
the Black Rock Desert by following the railroad tracks
west from Winnemucca to Jungo and beyond. We were
clueless as to his travel plans, and I suspect Don was too.

Out for a good time, he wandered the funky desert
“roads” for hours, and eventually got a flat tire. He
changed the tire, continued on his journey, and a short
time later got another flat tire. Hot and tired, he drank
the canteen of water he had packed. No more water, but
of course he had a six-pack of beer in the cooler. He
unloaded one of the tires, rigged a rope to it, and with
the six pack safely in place on top, tied the other end of
the rope around his waist and began his march back to
Winnemucca. He confessed his misadventure several
days later and added, “I drank half of the beer before I
was rescued.”
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