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Compliments of a group of friends of

JOE WEINMAN

LINNY’S DELICATESSEN STORE

256 N. Beverly Drive

BOHEMIAN DiSTRIBUTING COMPANY

H. W. PINGREE

WHOLESALE LIQUOR DEALER
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DR. & MRS. JACK AGINS, M.D.

and MRS. MINA AGINS

ART PRINTING SERVICE
228 West Fourth Street

L. CHAZANOW P. CHERNER

HOTEL BELLEVUE

1809 West 11th Street., Los Angeles

SONIA ROER

LONNIE HULL

Dodge - Plymouth Cars and Trucks

339 S. La Brea Ave. WE. 8-4121

BROWN ENVELOPE COMPANY
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N. ZELIGMAN

(In Memory of Nathan Zeligman)

GROMAN MORTUARY
830 W. Washington Boulevard ‘ Rlchmond 2201

TABAK OF CALIFORNIA

MORRIS SHUWARGER

SAM’S FINE FOODS
121 E. 9th Street

IDEAL THREAD & TRIMMING CO.
121 E. Sth Street

A. S. GROSS
10405 Louisianna Ave. Los Angeles

JOHN P. WALEREY

Greetings to a very Fine Organization

MR. & MRS. AARON W. WILLIAMS
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MR. AND MRS. GRANT

MR. AND MRS. GITTLIN

HOFFMAN HOSIERY MILLS, INC.

FLYER FURS

8400 Wilshire Blvd.

PRODUCE BOX & CRATE CO.

DAVID SAVETNICK 767 Ceres Ave.

NORTON PRODUCTS CO.



BEN SOLNIT

President Federation of Jewish Welfare Organizations

DAVE & LILLIAN ROSE
In memory of our beloved parents

MR. & MRS. ATLESBERG

ALBERT N. SHANDEL

Tile Contractors

STate 0-1121

KAMCO

831 Howard St. San Francisco, Calif.

LYLE KRUGER and L. FORRESTER, Partners

=
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HUGO GUENTER'S
GUENTHER’S MURIETTA MINERAL HOT SPRINGS

Murietta, California
California’s Great Health Resort

PAUL AND SHIRLEY KLEIN

Children and Grandchildren

In honor of our beloved mother

ROSE BLOOM

JACKSON FURNITURE CO.

Furniture - Rugs - TV and All Nationally Advertised Appliances

JACK M. SADOWSKY, Owner
Son-in-Law of Chaver Nathan Azolin

59635 Atlantic Blvd., Maywood LOgan 5-8025

In loving memory of my beloved father

JOSEPH ROSENFELD

who considered the L. A.Yiddish Culture Club his second home
DANIEL ROSENFELD, SON
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MORRIS and MANIA FARBER

Proprietors of
FARBER’S SILVER PEAK LODGE

26 miles from Los Angeles - 6 miles before reaching Pomona

Call City Office DUnkirk 2-3827
or Lodge Office: LYcoming 2-0096

SPEND YOUR VACATION at our BEAUTIFUL LODGE
for good rest and comfort.

Swimming Pool - Dancing - Television

Rooms with Baths and Showers
*  Moderate Rates

DIRECTIONS: Garvey Ave. (Highway 99) to Five Points. Turn right on Valley
Blvd. to Sky Ranch Air-Port; right again to Pawer Plant on Anaheim Rd.
(5th Ave.) and follow beyond sign Alvarado Hot Springs.
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Compliments of

MANN BROTHERS

Paints & Varnishes

757 N. La Brea Ave.
YO. 5168 Los Angeles 38, Calif.
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WANT1IRA

COMPLIMENTS OF

SINCLAIR PAINT COMPANY

FRANK SINCLAIR, President

901 East 61st Street Los Angeles 1, Calif.

Branch Stores:

449 North Fairfax Ave. YOrk 5224
965 South Main St. MUtual 3393
4635 West Pico Blvd. WEbster 0116
5600 Santa Monica Blvd. HOIllywood 5-7161
12203 Ventura Blvd. STanley 7-3231

1019 East Main St., Alhambra  ATlantic 9-3655
8221 S. Vermont Ave.
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SOL RASHEL — FURS

Specializing in Minks and Broadtails

511 S. Fairfax Ave. Los Angeles, California

OUR BELOVED FRIENDS
ANTHONY AND ANNIE RIGOTTY

who on the 18th of July, 1953 celebrated
their 47th Wedding Anniversary.
Wishing them many more years of happiness together.
May they live to see a Better World of Peace and Harmony.
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MR. AND MRS. EDWARD KRAUSE

(In memory of our beloved mother)

JENNIE SHAPIRO
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Greetings and Best Wishes to the

LOS ANGELES YIDDISH CULTURE CLUB

from

THE DUNN-EDWARDS CORP.

Paint Manufacturers & Wall Coverings Distributors
"Quality Products with Service Plus for Painting and
Decorating Contractors Everywhere in the West"
General Offices:

1838 S. Flower, Los Angeles 15 RI. 7-9441
Los Angeles 15, Calif.

Sam Zuckerman
8330 W. Third St.
Los Angeles, Calif.

Dear Sam:

Attached you will find a check for $100 which covers the full page
charge for the Los Angeles Yiddish Culture Club. We, as a company, certainly
enjoy contributing to this worthy cause and may | add that the solicitation was
most gracious and | enjoyed visiting with the solicitor.

Best regards,
DUNN-EDWARDS CORPORATION
Arthur C. Edwards

< _Swmeae Sopme  _SEmee  Shde SoEee _Suii i iE S
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To the officers and members of the L.A. Yiddish Culture Club:

| was very much interested to learn that you are soon
approaching the 28th anniversary of our culture club which is
in itself a great achievement.

| was especially happy to learn that you are again going
to press soon with the fifth annual journal “Cheshbon,”” which
bespeaks of the progress and prestige in your worthy cultural
institution.

And since you are this year also going to publish a history
of Los Angeles Jewry, commemorating the one hundred years
of Jewish settlement in the Southland, | feel that the Culture
Club is sure deserving of our fullest support and | sincerely
hope that all our friends will follow suit.

The Los Angeles Yiddish Culture Club has always given
its members the best of entertainment in the line of music,
drama and literature, filling a great need in our Jewish com-
munity. May it continue to do so in the future with even greater
success as it has done in the past.

Wishing you every success —

SAMUEL AND HELEN LEVIN

CHANKE WEINBERG AND FAMILY
JEROME, LILLIAN AND CHILDREN

Gloria, Danny Maloy and 2 sons; Lilletts and Harold Hafkin;

and their new born son.

Sophia and Sam Wilson and Family; David Dennison
Helen and Sam Levin
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STEIN'S CAFE

4216 Melrose Ave.

Greetings

ACCURATE LEAD &
COLOR WORKS
California’s largest, ; 2135 E. First St.
finest and most
reasonable.

AMERICA LEAD &
Founded 1915 : COLOR WORKS
2135 E. First St.

OFRED BRODY

721 W. Harding Way
Monterey Park, Calif.
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“CHESHBON"
Fifth Year

Annual Publication of the

LOS ANGELES YIDDISH CULTURE CLUB
In cooperation with the

TERCENTENARY COMMITTEE

of the

Los Angeles Jewish Community Council

EDITORS:

I. FRIEDLAND - JOSEPH L. MALAMUT

OCTOBER, 1954 TISHRE, 5715
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA



The Los Angeles
Yiddish Culture Club

The Los Angeles Yiddish Culture Club is now entering
its 29th season of cultural activities in Yiddish.

In asmuch as there are other groups wn this city carry-
wmyg on their activities in Yiddish, we are weverthless
the ONLY ONE mamtaining a beautiful club, housing
three hundred members and guests, rendering literary
and musical entertainment week in, week out, present-
g the best available talent in the realm of music,
drama, art and culture.

Our leaders consider the Culture Club their second
home and pride themselves in the fact that we do not
have to carry on any campaigns, we do not have to
appeal to any outsiders, and thalt our annual budget
amounting to ewght thousand dollars is being raised
among our membership from dues ($25.00 a couple,
$15.00 from single members). This entitles our mem-
bers to all affairs during the year.

Besides the club house we are very proud of our Library
wm Yiddish and Hebrew where members can obtain the
best and latest books in both our languages.

Forthe past five years we are issuing an annual journal
“CHESHBON"’, accounting for all cultural activities dur-
g the past 12 months, and this year we took into con-
sideration the historical data of 300 years Jewish set-
tlement in the U.S. and a century of Jewish settlement
wm California.

This year’s ‘““CHESHBON’ speaks for itself, and marks
the contribution our Yiddish sector has made to the
progress and achievement in the Southland.

Los ANGeELEs Ympisa Curture CLuB



Dr. Philip L. Seman

A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THREE HUNDRED YEARS

OF AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY
By DR. PHILIP L. SEMAN, University of Judaism

Maintaining and perfecting the future of our national
democratic ideals, and institutions, depends on the recogni-
tion and adequate understanding of the human elements mak-
ing up the American people, and the interplay of their differ-
ences and characteristics, producing cross-fertitized social,
economic and political developments in the new environment
of this country. We have come to recognize that, from its very
beginning, American history is the study of immigrants from
other lands with their inherited customs and ideologies, modify-
ing and adapting themselves to new conditions and to new ex-
periences.

We Jews, as an historical people owe it to ourselves and
to America and to the American Jewish Community, to make
it known, to what extent Jews have played as an integrated
and vital element, in the settlement and progress of this coun-
try.

This now, particularly, because we are about to dedicate
this and next year to the great historic event of our settling
in this country.

I am very happy that you The Yiddish Culture Club, saw
the wisdom of setting aside several pages to discuss essen-
tially the place we as Jews have played, and contributed, to
the development of America when the United States is as-
suuming world leadership; with new responsibilities of lead-
ership it is increasingly essential for our nation as well as for
all others, that, there should be enlarged knowledge and ap-
preciation, of the roots of Americanism and how our demo-
cracy, its cultural development, political ideas and attitudes,
spring from a union of heterogeneous foreign and native back-
grounds and thus let us begin our story with the first 23 Jews
who arrived in New Amsterdam in the first week of Septem-
ber 1654. They were fleeing from the Portugese, who had re-
captured from the Dutch certain colonies in Brazil.

Here they met opposition from Governor Stuyvesant who
in 1647 came from Caracas where he had been director of
the West India Company to New Amsterdam; the colony had
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a population of 750 people of different national and sects
speaking 18 different languages.

In Holland’s colonies the Jews expected to find the wel-
come they enjoyed in Holland itself, instead they met opposi-
tion from Govrnor Stuyvesant as indicated in a letter he ad-
dressed to the Amsterdam Chamber, wherein he said that, he
feared that owing to their present indigence, they might wel-
come a change in the coming winter, and therefore required
them in a friendly way to deport.

The loyalty of the Jews in Brazil prior to 1654, and the
capital investments of the Jews in Holland outweighted the
fears and prejudices, that the Dutch directors shared with
Stuyvesant; the pressure of the Dutch Jews however, was ef-
fective, and the petition presented by the Portugese Jews, to
the effect that they may travel and trade and live and remain
in New Amsterdam (later changed to New York) provided, the
poor among them shall not become a burden to the community
but be supported by their own.

Jacob Basinson was the first individual Jew to settle in
New Amsterdam in 1654 from Holland. Asser Levy, who came
with the first group of Jews, became the first Jew to achieve
citizenship on the American Mainland. When he died the rec-
ord indicates that he was the richest Jew in New York with an
esimate at over $2,000.00.

It is impossible, in this discussion, to give more than
the highlights of the History of the Jews since 1654 to date
and to briefly touch on the contributions made by the Jews
during these 300 years, beginning with a population of 23 to
now numbering five million.

New England is involved deeply in the Hebraic tradition.
Hebrew before 1700 was a language cherished and esteemed.
Puritanism was responsible for the teaching of the old Testa-
ment. There were lsaacs and Deborahs growing up in many
Christian homes, the prophets were familiar names.

In his contributions, ““The Jews and Masonry in the Unit-
ed States before 1810 Samuel Oppenheimer, in the American
Jewish Historical Societies publications says, that in the spring
of 1658, Mordecai Campanall and Moses Peckeko, Levi and
others in all 15 families arrived in Newport from Holland.

They brought with them, the three first degrees of Mas-
onry and worked them in the house of Campanall. The His-
tory of the Masonic Order, we are told, accepted this place and
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time, as marking the inception of the order in North America.
They also orgnized a religious community and selected Mor-
decai Campanall as its head. In 1677 the Jewish community
purchased its first cemetery. The famous synagogue has re-
cently been dedicated as a National Shrine. The cemetery in-
spired Longfellow to write “The Jewish Cemetery at Newport,”’
“’Saluting the pre-Revolutionary Pioneers.”

The Newport Jews during the Revolutionary period, saw
the historic significance of their position and said ‘’Deprived
as we hitherto have been of the unalienable rights of free
citizens, we now with deep sense of gratitude to the Almighty
disposed of all evils—behold a government erected by the maj-
esty of the people—a government which to bigotry gives no
sanction, to persecution no assistance, but generously, afford-
ing to all, liberty of conscience and immunities of citizenship,
deeming everyone of whatever nation, tongue or language, equal
opportunity, and equal posts of the great Government machine.”’

To this historic statement President George Washington
replied with the well known words, ““May the children of the
stock of Abraham who dwell here, continue to merit and en-
joy the good will of the other inhabitants—while everyone shall
sit in safety under his own vine and fig tree, there shall be
no one to make him afraid—the citizens of the United States
of America have a right, to applaud themselves for having
given to mankind examples of an enlarged and liberal policy
—a policy worthy of imitation. All possess alike liberty of con-
science and immunity of citizenship.”

It is interesting to note that the President of King’s Col-
lege wrote, that as soon as a youngster has learned to speak
and read English well, it is much better to begin a learned ed-
ucation with Hebrew the ““Mother of Language and Eloquence.”’
King’s College had its Jewish friends. A fund-raising cam-
paign in 1762 utilized the talents of Moses Franks. Franks
was a member of the influential firm of bankers which had
advanced money to the British Government during the French
and Indian War. The class of 1774 the record reads, had a
Jewish graduate, Israel Abrahams. After the Revolution, when
King’s College became Columbia University, Rabbi Gershon
Mendes, Sixas of Shearith Israel Congregation was appointed
one of the regents of the college.

If time permitted, it would be of interest to learn of the
Jewish students at Yale and at the University of Pennsylvania
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from its earliest days. Of Moses Levy who became a member
of the Legislature, was chosen as presiding judge of the Phila-
delphia District Court, of Rebecca Gratz who was the first wom-
an to receive a college training in 1787. The Jewish students
in the only two medical schools in the country before 1783,
Columbia and The University of Pennsylvania. Of Walter Jonas
Judah, who, born in New York in 1778, when a student at
Columbia, volunteered to help in the care of patients stricken
by the yellow fever epidemic which was raging throughout the
city. His tombstone in the Bowery Cemetery of Congregation
Shearith Israel bears the following tribute: “Worn down by his
exertions to alleviate the sufferings of his fellow citizens in
the dreadful contagion that visited the City of New York in
1798.”

There were many outstanding personalities in the early
period; among these is the Polish Jew born in Lissa in 1740.
He came to New York when he was about 35 years old. Some-
what later he moved to Philadelphia where the Jews were not
strong enough to build a synagogue but worshipped in a hall.
Solomon was meticulous in the performing of his religious du-
ties. The first thing he did when he reached Philadelphia was
to join a small group of worshippers, and before long he was
one of the leaders of the congregation. Solomon helped raise
money and acted as confident and advisor to Robert Morris
which saved the practically bankrupt Revolution. In a short
time he became known as one of the most successful brokers
in the city; when men talked about his success they talked
about his honesty. In his forty-first year, the Jew from Poland
who had been but nine years in America, was becoming the
financial genius of the Revolution. The story of the Revolu-
tion and Haym Solomon is so full of valuable historic interest
particularly in reference to Jewish participation that we must
not overlook other values, and yet before leaving our story,
we should record that he gave with total disregard of all con-
sequences to himself, and that these generous gifts were scat-
tering his fortune. He gave his money without hesitation and
without stint, not to be seen by men, and not foolishly as a
spendthrift, but, because being enlisted in the great cause,
that of the Revolution, it seemed to him greater than anything
else in the world. We learn that he supported the needy mem-
bers of Congress, advanced money to any public servant that
was in want of it, staked Robert Morris, scraped together the
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funds that had kept the treasury going and ruined himself
and impoverished his children.

© Let me share with you another interesting and worthy fact.
One night, when the pressure on the superintendent of finance
has been more than unusually hard, and Solomon as was his
habit, had charged himself with the task of relieving it he
was in the synagogue, where, with other Jews, he had come
to observe one of the most solemn holidays. The impatient
messenger from Morris summoned him from his prayers. When
he had learned of the urgency of the situation, he went back,
beckoned his fellow worshippers, and asked for help. The
story continues, “but its ‘Yom Kippur,’ ’’ said one of the wor-
shippers, “‘but its the great cause,’” snapped back Solomon,
holding on tenaciously and would not let go until the required
sum had been made up.

An interesting follow-up is the Touro Synagogue which
was designated as a National Historic Shrine on March 5th,
1946. The cornerstone of this Synagogue was laid in 1759
and dedicated in 1763. This is the first Jewish house of wor-
ship to be designated, ‘“National Historic Site’’ by the Na-
tional Park Service of the Department of the Interior of the
Federal Government. The spiritual leader of the Congregation
was the Reverend Isaac Touro, for whom the synagogue was
named. He was the father of Judah Touro who became one
of the great Philanthropists of the United States. He endowed
the first free library on this continent and probably in the world.
The Touro Infirmary, the famous hospital in New Orleans, is
named after him. Judah Touro’s remains are at rest in the old
Jewish Cemetery near the Touro Synagogue.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was so moved when he
visited the cemetery that he wrote a poem that is now well
known under the title “The Jewish Cemetery of Newport.”

Several months ago we celebrated the 142nd birth-
day of Abraham Lincoln. It may be of value to rehearse a
number of incidences regarding his association with Jews, par-
ticularly so when in these days Jews are being placed in danger
in many parts of the world. )

What we should do at this time is to determine our rela-
tion to this national celebration and to ascertain our place in
this festival of the American nation. We are part and parcel
of this great nation. The joy of the nation is our pride. What
then is our claim to his fame? Lincoln was the first type of
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an American, the first president whose intellect had developed
on the soil of this country and had been nourished on Amer-
ican ideals. Can we as Jews claim any privilege in having
exerted an influence on the formation of American ideals? Can
we enjoy the privilege of recognizing in Lincoln’s personality
traits of our own features, peculiar to ourselves?

Abraham Lincoln, his very name constitutes a significance,
commemorating the time, when Hebrew ideals were mould-
ing the character of the American people, when the Hebrew
spirit was regulating individual and social life, when the heroic
personalities of the Old Testament were sacred names, when
the Old Puritans have even baptized their children by names
of Hebrew patriarchs and prophets. Though not blood of our
blood, he is a spirit of our spirit; though not a product of our
life he is the essence of our soul; though not of our substances
he is the result and consumeration of our ideals. Lincoln loved
America with the passion and devotion of an exalted patriot
but it was the Hebrew ideals embodied in the Constitution which
made America dear to him.

| can not now recall where he made the statement, but as
I recall it vaguely, he said without liberty and equality and
the pursuit of happiness for all, America has no attraction for
him. When the know-nothings get control, it will read “All
men are created equal except Negroes, Foreigners, and Cath-
olics.” When it comes to this he said he would prefer to emi-
grate to some country where they make no pretense of loving
liberty—Russia for instance where despotism can be taken
pure and without hypocrisy.

Lincoln’s love for his country, his people, and its govern-
ment was equalled only by the love of the Jews for our nation
and religion; for he regarded the Americans as the chosen
people, selected to proclaim liberty to the world. Lincoln’s
ideals of political equality incorporated also the Jewish ideals
of social equality. Social justice was for him the basis of a
society of equals. His love for the stranger was purely Jew-
ish. In a speech he made in Cincinnati in 1861 he said, "“In
the regard to foreigners, | esteem them no better than any
other people nor any worse,—if there are any abroad who de-
sire to make this the land of their adoption it is not in any
heart to throw out in their way to prevent them from coming
to the United States.”

And now for a few interesting items that | have gathered
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and found in my file that bear out the humanity about Lincoln’s
association with Jews.

Lincoln was the first President to appoint a Jewish Army
Chaplain, Dr. Arnold Fischel of New York, getting the appoint-
ment in 1862 after Congress passed special legislation making
this possible.

The last photograph of Lincoln, taken on the Sunday be-
fore his assassination, was made in the Washington Studio of
Adolphus Solomon showing the President sharpening a pencil
for his son.

C. H. Lieberman, a Jewish physician in Washington, was
one of the nine medical men at Lincoln’s death-bed, and his
portrait is among the forty-two persons in the famous paint-
ing, ““The Last Hours of Lincoln.”

The Sepahrdic funeral rite was recited in a Jewish house
of worship for any other than those professing the Jewish
religion, and for the first time in Shearith Israel Synagogue,
New York, during Lincoln’s memorial service.

Lincoln was the first President to appoint a full-pledged
minister to a foreign power, the post of Minister of ltaly hav-
ing been offered to and projected by Sigmund Kaufman of
Newport.

The Jewish citizens of Alton, lllinois were the first con-
tributors to the fund raised to erect a Lincoln Monument in
Springfield, lllinois. Lincoln appointed a Jew by the name of
Einstein, United States Consul to Nurenberg, Germany, once
the world capital of anti-Semitism.

Edward Rosewater, later founder and Editor of the Omaha
Bee, transmitted to the world from the telegraph office of the
War Department, Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamatoin.

The Lincoln penny, the first coin bearing the head of a
President, which was issued on August 12, 1909, was designed
by a Jewish artist, Victor Brenner, whose initials V. D. B. ap-
pear on the first 28,000,000 of these coins.

Adam Jonas of Quincy, lllinois, was the first man to sug-
gest Lincoln for the Presidency.

The only flag bearing Hebrew characters in its fold was
presented to Lincoln in 1860 by Abraham Kahn of Chicago.
Lincoln was the first President to scotch an attempt at official
anti-Semitism in the United States, having countermanded an
order expelling the Jews from the department of Tennessee
during the Civil War.
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Jews prominent in the early days of the American Navy
were so rare that the career of Uriah Phillips Levy, born in
Philadelphia in 1792, has recently received a good deal of
attention. At the age of 24, in 1816, he received his per-
manent commission as lieutenant. He was promoted to the
rank of full Commander in 1873,

We should know more about Commander Levy who was
among the first to advocate the abolition of flogging on Amer-
ican Naval vessels. He fought his way to high command, un-
compromisingly refusing to allow his fellow officers to slight
him because he was a Jew, making in a court martial inves-
tigation about such a quarrel the following typically American
defense:

"My parents were lIsraelites and | was nurtured in the
faith of my ancestors. In deciding to adhere to it | have but
exercised a right guaranteed to one by the constitution of my
native state and of the United States—a right given to all
men by their Maker—a right more precious to each of us than
life itself. But while claiming and exercising this freedom of
conscience, | have never failed to acknowledge and respect the
like freedom in others.”

It is particularly of interest to note that he was a mem-
ber of Congregation Shearith Israel of New York, and a char-
ter member of the Washington Hebrew Congregation. Com-
mander Levy’s will, we learn, that he left a quarter of a mil-
lion dollars to the Portugese Hebrew Hospitals of New York,
and mainly his estate went to the establishment of a farm
school for the orphans of Naval officers. Refer to #350 issue
194S of the Publications of the American Jewish Historical
Society.

Let us now think together of another contribution made
by Aaron Levy who founded the town of Aaronsburg Centre
County in the heart of Pennsylvania in 1786. In October 1949
we learn from a study made by Dr. Sidney M. Fish of Gratz
College, Philadelphia, an inspiring event took place.

Of the innumerable tracts involving hundreds of thousands
of acres which passed through Aaron Levy’s lands in his career
as land promoter, one area of some 334 acres he set aside
and founded an American frontier community Aaronsburg,
and in 1789, three years after the founding of the town, Levy
‘conveyed two lots for religious purposes for a Lutheran Church.
As noted a moment ago, on October 23, 1949, this Church
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observed a Commemoration Ceremony in the town of Aarons-
burg and among those who took part was Dr. Ralph J. Bunche
who said, "“One hundred and fifty years ago this little village
was founded by and named after Aaron Levy. Aaron Levy
the Jew, was a citizen of the world.”

““History attests that to him all men |rrespect|ve of race
or creed were brothers. He was a man of tolerance and vision.
It is fitting that on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of
the village which he founded we should gather to muster new
strength for the ideals and human values which Aaron Levy
personified.”

Justice Felix Frankfurter on this occasion said among
other very pertinent things, ““Here in Aaronsburg, at the very
birth of the Republic, a handful of men, of whom Aaron Levy
was only one, well realizing that faith without works is ster-
ile, proved by deed their belief in the common humanity. There-
by they stored this very spot with elcetric example. Thus it
has fallen to the honor of social, economic and educational
thinking as to redefine the meaning of individual liberty and
social responsibility for the Common Citizenship.”
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ACTIVITIES OF THE TERCENTENARY
COMMITTEE OF LOS ANGELES
By JUSTIN G. TURNER, Chairman

The American Jewish Tercentenary Committee of 300 dis-
tinguished American Jews, reflecting every element in the
American Jewish Community as well as every geographic areaq,
was delegated to plan, on the National level, programs for the
celebration of the 300th anniversary of the arrival of the first
group of 23 Jews in New Amsterdam. The following Southern
Californians were appointed to the National Committee of 300:

Charles Brown, Eddie Cantor, Judge David Coleman, Prof.
Gustave Klausner, Mrs. Henry Monsky, Judge Isaac Pacht, Mrs.
Ben Rosenthal, Dore Schary, Mendel B. Silberberg, Theodore
Strimling and Justin G. Turner.

All American Jews have a stake in this Tercentenary ob-
servance which will take place from September 1954 through

May 1955. And by a strange coincidence, the Hebrew Benev- -

olent Society of Los Angeles was founded exggtly/mo/yéﬂfs
ago. Thus, we celebrate two anniversaries, the National Ter-
centenary and our own local Centennial.

The Los Angeles Jewish Community Council, through its
president, Judge David Coleman, appointed a committee to
plan local programs and coordinate our activities with local as
well as national organizations. This Committee consists of:

STEERING COMMITTEE

JUSTIN G. TURNER, Chairman JOE HERMAN, JR.

WALTER S. HILBORN, Co-Chairman RABBI MORRIS KAPLAN

RABBI EDGAR F. MAGNIN, PROF. GUSTAVE KLAUSNER
Co-Chairman MOE KUDLER

MARCO R. NEWMARK, Co-Chairman CYRUS LEVINTHAL

AARON RICHE, Co-Chairman J. J. LIEBERMAN

MILTON SPERLING, Co-Chairman LEON A. LIGIER

MRS. BERTRAM ALLENBERG MRS. HENRY MONSKY

CHARLES BROWN JUDGE ISAAC PACHT

EDDIE CANTOR DR. GEORGE PINESS

BENJAMIN CHIPKIN I. H. PRINZMETAL

JUDGE DAVID COLEMAN MRS. BEN ROSENTHAL

ARTHUR EISENBERG DORE SCHARY

MRS. MORTON GARBUS MENDEL B. SILBERBERG

NORMAN R. GODELL JACK SPITZER

GUSTAVE L. GOLDSTEIN JOHN STONE

MIRIAM GORDON THEODORE STRIMLING

In order that every segment of our population be properl‘y
represented, invitations were extended to each of the constituent
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imembers comprising our Jewish Community Council to desig-
mnate a representative to our Tercentenary City-Wide Commit-
tee. The following representatives were appointed by their res-

pective groups:

CITY WIDE COMMITTEE

EDDIE ALMALEH
(Council Sephardic Organization)
JACOB Y. ALPER
(ZOA-Chaim Weizmann)
MRS. SOPHIE ALSO
(Temple Emanuel Sisterhood)
MILTON AMADO
(Council Sephardic Organization)
MRS. EDGAR ANSPACHER
(National Council Jewish Wom., L.A.)
DAY J. APTE
(Leo Baeck Temple)
MRS. BETTY ARONOW
(Hadassah-Geulah Group)
MRS. GUSSIE AYEROFF
(Pioneer Women-Drorah Group)
MRS. MEYER S. BARCHE
(Jewish Educational Center)
_ MRS. ABE BARON

—United Or. True Sisterhood #32)
MRS.Q'IJD\A\mw

(Pioneer Wommvw Group)—
MORRIS BELKIN

(Whittier Jewish Comm. Center)
MEYER BERKOWITZ

(San Fern. BB Lodge #1439)
JACK L. BILKISS

(Wilshire Lodge #1517, BB)
MRS. HARRY BLUE

(Pioneer Women-Rachel Group)
HERBERT BRIN

(Jewish News Council of LA)
PHILIP Z. BROOKS

(Huntington Park BB)
MORRIS CARMEL

(WC #663-Liessin Branch)
DAVE CHERNO

(City Terrace BB #1458)
BENJAMIN CHIPKIN

(J.W.V. Post #66)
HERBERT COBIN

(WLA Synagogue Center)
MRS. JEHUDAH COHEN

(Beverly Hills BB Women)
MOSHE COHEN

(Insti. Jewish Ed.-LZOA-Syrkin)
WALTER |. COLBY

(West Valley Post #659 JWV)
MRS. KATE CRANON

(Jewish Prof. Women'’s Club)
HARRY CROUNSE

(Beverly Vt. Post 279, JWV)
RABBI JOEL L. De KOVEN

(Centinela Va. Jewish Council)
ELI ELIAS

(JNF)
MRS. M. ELIAS

(Council Sephardic Org.)
CHARLES A. ELIOT

(Brotherhd-Temple Is. of Hollyw‘d)
MRS. BERTHA EPSTEIN

(Pioneer Women-Tikvah Club)
LOUIS EPSTEIN

(Temple Israel of Hollywood)
ROBERT FELIXSON

(Jewish Centers Ass’n)
MRS. MINNIE FINE

(Pioneer Women-Aliyah Club)
MRS. E. FOREMAN

(Mizrachi Women-Turvah Ch.)
MRS. LOUIS FREIBRUN

(ORT-Westwd Village Chapter)
MRS. GENE FRIEDMAN

(Sisterhood-Temple Israel)
MRS. SONIA GARSHOF

(Southwest Chap. BB)

" DANIEL GELFER

(Jewish-Ass’n lniv. Grads)
JACOB GENDELMAN

(Southland Jewish Org.)
R. MILO GILBERT

(Burbank Jewish C.C.)
DAVID GLASSER

(1srael Zionist Soc.-Hollywood)
LEO GOLDBERGER

(Valley Jewish CC)
JESSE J. GOLDBURG

(Soc. Jewish Culture-Fairfax)
MRS. AL GOODMAN

(Al Jolson Ch. #760 BB)
RABBI EMERY GLANCZ

(Fairfax Lodge #1566, BB)
EDWARD GOLDBERG

(SW B’nai Zion Temple)
MRS. JACK GORELICK

(Mizrachi-Avivah Chapter)
MRS. BEN GROSSBERG

(Huntington Park BB Wom #138)
MRS. SIDNEY GROSSMAN

(The Helping Hand of LA)
MRS. SAMUEL HALOTE

(VJCC Sisterhood)
MRS. SOL HALPRIN

(ORT-Wilshire Chapter)
EMIL HERSH

(Westwood Lodge #1565)
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CITY WIDE COMMITTEE

WILLIAM B. HORNE
(Men'’s Club-Shaarei Tefila)
MRS. RICKEY HORWITZ
(Sun Valley JCC)
EDWARD HYMAN
(Congregation Sinai)
SYDNEY IRMAS
(Camp Max Straus)
MRS. SIMON JAFFEE
(Pioneer Women-Kadimah-Zimrah)
MRS. ADOLPH KADESH
(Los Feliz BB Chap. #288)
DAVID KAHANSKY
(LZOA-Sholem Aleichem Br.)
MRS. GERTRUDE KALLIN
(Hollywood Chap. BB #108)
MAURICE KANDEL
(Cong. Agudath Achim)
MRS. LOUIS KASH
(Wilshire Chap. BB #348)
MRS. FRANK KASHARE
(Sisterhood-Wilshire Blvd. Temple)
MRS. ZIPPORAH KATCHER
(Pioneer Women-Rishona Group)
HARRY KAUFMAN
(Breziner & Lodzer Ben. Soc.)
WALTER L. KEEN
(Vista Del Mar)
DR. ZANVILL KLEIN
(LZOA-Katzenelson Br. 1)
MRS. ANNA A. KLEPAK
(Fellowship Club of S.C.)
MRS. SAMUEL KNEE
(Children’s Welfare League)
MRS. ANN KOPMAN
(Temple Sinai Sisterhood)
MRS. JACK KORSEN
(Israela)
CHARLES KROWN
(American Friends-Heb.-Univ.)
MRS. ROSE KUSHNER
(ORT-Beverlywood Chapter)
MRS. SAMUEL LAGER
(Westwood BB #463 Women)
OSCAR LASKY
(Highland Pk. Lodge #£1205 BB)
LEW LAWSON
(Jacob Weiss Post #396 JWV)
HAROLD G. LESSIN
(Beth Sholom Temple)
HYMEN LEHRER
(Boris D. Bogen Lodge BB)
S. C. LEVITAN
(Mt. Sinai Men'’s Club)
PHIL LEVITON
(JWV Post 617)
JACOB LIEBERMAN
(LA Assn for Jewish Education)
MRS. YETTA LOPOC
(PW-Carmel Club)
ERIC LOWINS

(Jewish Club of 1933
MRS. HOWARD LYNN
(Jewish Family Service)
MRS. EDGAR MAGNIN
(Julia Ann Singer Day Nursery)
JOSEPH L. MALAMUT
(L.A. Yiddish Culture Club)
MRS. LILLIAN C. MARKS
(Pioneer Women)
MOSES MAYERS
(Cong. Etz Jacob)
JACOB MAZE
(ZOA-Los Angeles District)
JULIUS MAZUR
(Mizrachi Org.-Boyle Hts)
SAM MELLON
(Beverly Fairfax JCC)
LEON W. MELTZER
(LZOA-Max Pine Br.)
MRS. MIRIAM MELTZER
(Geulah of Pioneer Women)
MRS. HENRY MONSKY
(Jewish Women'’s Org.)
MRS. CLAIRE MOZURE
(Shoshana Pioneer Women)
HERMAN MUELLER
(Israel Lodge BB 1793)
MRS. LEAH A. NEIMAN
(Pioneer Women-Hazfirah Grp)
DR. RICHARD NEWMARK
(Masada Young Mens Zionist)
S. TILDEN NORTON
(Wilshire Blvd. Temple)
JACK NOTRICA
(Sephardic Heb. Center; Council
Seph. Org.)
EDWARD OELSNER
(Hancock Pk BB #1809)
MRS. ROSE ORLITCH
(L.A. Chapter #11, BB)
DR. HAROLD PERELSON
(BB Lodge #1405)
MRS. CELIA PINCUS
(Jr. Sistterhood-B’nai Reuben)
MRS. IDA PLOTT
(Hadassah-HIlywd Group)
EUGENE RALEIGH
(Whittier JCC)
RAY RATINOFF
(Olympic Lodge #1753 BB)
MARTIN A. ROSE
(Farband-LZO-Dr. Saltzman #251)
MRS. ROSE DE ROSALES
(Seph. Sisterhd-Tifereth Israel)
H. ROSENBLATT
(Yiddish Scientific Instit.)
HARRY ROTBLATT
(Workmen'’s Circle School)
MARTIN SCHATZ
(Burbank Lodge #1705 BB)
MRS. HENRY SCHEINBAUM
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CITY WIDE COMMITTEE

(Hollywd Los Feliz JCC) MRS. MILTON SWITSKY

DR. OTTO SCHIRN (Hadassah-H. Szold Group)
(LZOA-Arts & Prof. Div.) J. TILLES

IRVING SCHULMAN (W.C. #443 Vladeck Br.)
(Hollywd Lodge #11-11 BB) ISRAEL VINITSKY

MAURICE SCHULMAN (Heb. Teachers Fed. of L.A.)
(Cedars of Lebanon Lodge #1177BB) MRS. FRANCES L. WARD

SOLOMON SECHOOLER (Culver City BB-234-Women)
(Yiddish Kulture Farban) MRS. IRVING WIEDER

MRS. GEORGE SHEFF (Toluca Lake BB Women #692)
(So. Calif. BB Women) BEN WEINBERG

ALBERT SHIPOW (Glendale Lodge #1255)
(H.P. Wilson Lodge #1642 BB) LENAN WEINBERGER

MORTON M. SILVERMAN (Workmen'’s Circle #676)
(Jewish Home for Wayfarers) MRS. EMANUEL WEISBERGER

MRS. AARON SIMKIN (Natl Con. Jewish Women S.F. Val.)
(Hadassah Judith Group) MRS. DAVID WEISZ

MRS. BEATRICE SKLER (Vista Del Mar Associates)
(Riga Kurland Society) FRANK WIESEL

MRS. JACK SLAKTER (Maramorsh Fed. of Calif.)
(Pear! G. Rubenstein #102 BB) LEO A. WILNER

SEYMOUR SOROKY (Rodef Sholom-Etz Chayim Cong)
(American Jewish Committee) DR. JULIUS H. WINER

DR. A. J. SPERO (Beth Jacob WA Hebrew Cong)
(Temple Beth Hillel) DR. S. WINOGRADE

ALLEN SPETT (Cheviot Hills BB)
(Metropolitan BB Lodge) ARTHUR S. WOLPE

MRS. BERNICE SPIEGEL (Los Angeles Lodge #487-BB)
(Crescent Bay BB) MRS. CEMA WOOL

MRS. WM. SPIGELMAN (Council Sephardic Org.)
(Jr. Sistrhd-Cong. Shaarei Tefila) MRS. PHYLLIS ZIFFREN

RABB! WILLIAM SPIGELMAN (Hadassah-Elanah Group)

(Shaarei Tefila Cong.)
MAURICE H. SPIGELMAN
(Culver City Lodge #1334 BB)

EDWARD ZIPPERSTEIN
(Young lsrael of L.A.)

MRS. EUGENE STERN MRS. EVA ZIVE

(Jewish Centers Associates) (Lenore D. Underwood #308)
DAVID A. STONE H. LEW ZUCKERMAN

(Jewish Educ. Center-Montebello) (Guardians)

The following community celebrations have been held
with the cooperation of the local American Jewish Tercenten-
ary Committee:

On August 15, 1954 the Los Angeles Jewish Community
Library Peter M. Kahn Memorial Building was formally dedi-
cated, with the Tercentenary as its theme. A plaque was pre-
sented commemorating this event by Justin G. Turner, chair-
man of the Los Angeles Tercentenary Committee.

On August 19, 1954 The Tercentenary Committee, in co-
operation with the Hollywood Bow! Association presented their
regular symphony program in a musical tribute commemorat-
ing the Tercentenary, with William Steinberg conducting, and
Robert Merrill, guest soloist. During the intermission, Dore
Schary read President Eisenhower’s greetings and gave a brief
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explanation of the Tercentenary. To help raise funds for the
many community projects the committee has planned, the com-
munity was approached to sponsor this event and to date 98
persons have been named as sponsors and will participate in
all community Tercentenary affairs.

The Jewish Family Service held their 100th annivrsary
September 9th, at which time the story of the Centennial Cele-
bration was commemorated. Highlight of this evening’s pro-
gram at the Statler Hotel was the narrative play “The Heart
That Beat For A Hundred Years' starring Jeff Chandler.

To commemorate the opening day celebration, Sept. 12,
1954, of the National anniversary, Radio Station KFWB, in
cooperation with the LAJCC, devoted their ““Community Hour"
to an hour-long Tercentenary and Centennial program.

EVENTS TO COME

B’nai B’rith Civic Luncheon - Statler Hotel, November 1954
Exhibit of Graphic Arts, Jewish Community Building,
January, 1955
Jewish War Veterans of California Pageant, Shrine Aud.,
Spring, 1955
Jewish Community Council Annual Meeting, Spring, 1955.
In cooperation with the National Committee the following
programs will be telecast and broadcast and carried over the
stations appearing below:

LOCAL - TELEVISION

A PRECIOUS HERITAGE: A series of dramatic shows over the
Columbia Broadcasting System Television Station KNX,
Channel 2, on four successive Sundays in September, from
10 to 10:30 a.m., Eastern Time, presented under the aus-
pices of the American Jewish Tercentenary Committee.

September 12 - 12:30 p.m. L. A. Time

““THE COMING OF ASHER LEVY - by Morton Wishengrad.
A story about the Newport Synagogue at the time of the
American Revolutionary War, highlighting the famous
George Washington letter to this Congregation.
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September 18 - 12:30 p.m. L. A. Time
“A NIGHT AT 'VALLEY FORGE' " - by Morton Wishen-
grad. A story emphasizing the participation of American
Jewish soldiers in Valley Forge.

September 26 - 10:00 a.m. L. A. Time
“TEST CASE” - by Morton Wishengrad. A contemporary
account of the American Labor movement. This telecast
will be presented under the joint auspices of the American
Jewish Tercentenary, the Jwish Labor Committee and the
Workmen’s Circle.

October 3 - 10:00 a.m. L. A. Time
“THE COMING OF ASHER LEVY" - by Morton Winegrad.
Dramatization centered around the arrival of the first group
of 23 Jewish settlers in America in 1654. This program
will be presented under the joint auspices of the American

Jewish Tercentenary and of Congregation Shearith Israel,
New York.

LOCAL - RADIO

ETERNAL LIGHT RADIO SERIES: Auspices, Jewish Theological
Seminary of America. Special series dedicated to the Ter-
centenary. NBC Radio Network, Sundays, 9:30 P. D. S. T.
Format: Dramatic programs.

September 12
““RENDEZVOUS WITH LIBERTY" - by Marc Siegel. Story
about the arrival of the Jews in New Amsterdam in 1654,,
Speaker: Ralph E. Samuel.

September 19
“VALLEY FORGE” - by Morton Wishengrad. Story about
the American Revolutionary War and the participation of
American Jewish soldiers at Valley Forge, Speaker: David
Bernstein.

September 26
“AS A WIND THAT BLOWS’ - by Morton Wishengrad.
Story taken from Congregation Shearith Israel’s history
about the heroism of one of its members, Walter Judah.
Setting: New York City at the close of the 18th century.
October 3
“THE SEALED TUNNEL" - by Irve Tunick. Story about
the Touro Synagogue in Newport, R. |., and an incident

—18—



“Cheshbon”

related to George Washington’s famous letter to this Con-
gregation.

October 10

““JACOB AND THE INDIANS" - by Morton Wishengrad.
Dramatization based upon Stephen Vincent Benet's story.
Subject: Early American pioneer life. Speaker: William
Rosenwald.

October 17
““THE PUGNACIOUS COMMODORE" - by Morton Wish-
engrad. Story about Commodore Uriah Levy. Speaker:
Jacob Blaustein.

October 24

“EMMA LAZARUS" - by Morton Wishengrad. Story about
an American poetess and how she came to write the fa-
mous poem engraved on the pedestal of the Statue of
Liberty. Speaker: Irving Kane.

October 31

“MARK OF CAIN” - by Morton Wishengrad. A story
about Sophie Irene Loeb’s fight for legislation that would
benefit widows and orphans. Speaker: Mrs. Irving M. Engel.

November 7
“THE COW THAT COUGHED" - by Morton Wishengrad.
A story about Nathan Strauss and his contribution to a

higher health standard for infants through pasteurization
of milk. Speaker: Albert M. Greenfield.

November 14

"EDUCATION OF A LABOR LEADER” by Morton Wish-
engrad. Story about Samuel Gompers, first president of
the American Federation of Labor. Speaker: Jacob S.
Potofsky.

November 21
A special Thanksgiving program. Script by Marc Siegel.

November 28
“THE LIE"” - by Morton Wishengrad. Dramatization based
on story by Mary Antin about the school experiences of
an immigrant child.
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December 5
“AN AMERICAN BALLAD” - by Irve Tunick. Story in
ballad form with musical background about Rabbi Henry
Cohen of Houston, Texas.

SPECIAL EVENT PROGRAMS:

Thursday, August 19

Hollywood Bowl Concert, sponsored by Los Angeles Ter-
centenary Committee. Robert Merrill, soloist; William
Steinberg, conducting.

This event will be carried over the NBC Radio Network
on Monday, August 23, 8-9 p.m., Eastern time.

Sunday, August 22

Ceremonies at Touro Synagogue, Newport, R. I., in co-
operation with local Tercentenary committee, marking
164th anniversary of George Washington’s letter to He-
brew Congregation at Newport. Mutual Broadcasting Sys-
tem Radio Network, 9:30-10 p.m., Eastern Time. The well-
known stage and screen actor, Dennis King, will read the
Woashington letter.

Saturday, October 16
Tape recorded broadcast of the previous NEW YORK
TIMES YOUTH FORUM Television program of October
10. WQXR, Regional Radio Network, 10:15-11 a.m.,
Eastern Time. Guest speaker and Dorothy Gordon as mod-
erator, with a panel of high school students discussing the
Tercentenary theme.

The Committee is also preparing a deluxe bound volume

"“A History of the Pioneer Jews in California,” written by Dr.
Rudolph Glantz, which will be available in the Spring of 1955.

A special Tercentenary Sabbath has been designated by
the Committee and all religious bodies for the Sabbath of the
Thanksgiving weekend, Nov. 27, 1954.

With the Tercentenary Theme, “Man’s Opportunities and
Responsibilities Under Freedom,” your Committee will strive
to maintain the dignity of this celebration and to help foster
the understanding of the indispensability of individual free-
doms to the preservation and extension of democracy.
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