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The discovery of demographic cycles as a basic feature of complex
agrarian systems' dynamics, to my mind, represents one of the most important
recent findings in the study of the long-term dynamic social processes. The
presence of political-demographic cycles in the pre-modern history of Europe and
China has been known for quite a long time (e.g., Postan 1950, 1973; Abel 1974,
1980; Le Roy Ladurie 1974; Hodder 1978; Braudel 1973; Chao 1986; Cameron
1989; Goldstone 1991; Kul'pin 1990; Mugruzin 1994 etc.), and already in the
1980s mathematical models of demographic cycles, at various levels of
formalization, started to be produced, the first being that for Chinese “dynastic
cycles” (Usher 1989). At the moment we have a very considerable number of such
models (Chu and Lee 1994; Malkov and Sergeev 2001, 2002, 2004; Malkov et al.
2002; Malkov 2002; Turchin 2003; Nefedov 2002; 2004).1

Turchin’s article achieves a significant progress in this field, suggesting an
extremely simple model accounting for an unusually high percentage of the
political-demographic variation. What is more, it accounts for some features for
which the earlier models failed to account. The most developed model of pre-
industrial demographic cycle at the moment, for example, was suggested by
Nefedov (2004). In Nefedov's model, however, the recovery phase of the
demographic cycle starts immediately after the demographic collapse, whereas
this is never observed in reality. Recovery phases always turn out to be separated
from those of collapse by significant periods of internal warfare that blocks
recovery growth (see, e.g., Korotayev, Malkov, and Khaltourina 2005: 178-228).
The latter, called intercycles, which are systematically observed in the agrarian
political-demographic dynamics, represent a problem that Turchin has managed to
solve in a very elegant and compelling way.
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