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Alfred Kroeber’s Inuktun notes 
compiled by Andrew Garrett, November 2024 

This document assembles five notebooks and one folder of loose notes that were created by 
Alfred Kroeber (and Franz Boas) and deposited after Kroeber’s death in The Bancroft Library, 
University of California, Berkeley, where they are part of the A. L. Kroeber Papers, 1869-1972 
(BANC MSS C-B 925) and are labeled “Eskimo” (carton 9, folders 24-29). 

These notes on the Inuktun language and Inughuit ethnography were based on work with six 
Inughuit (Polar Inuit) people infamously brought in 1897 by Robert Peary to New York, where 
four of the six died of tuberculosis. I (Andrew Garrett) drew on these notes for a paper, “Alfred 
Kroeber’s documentation of Inuktun (Polar Inuit),” to appear in Anthropological Linguistics. 

A summary of the material included here follows: 

• Notebook 1: Vocabulary and grammatical elicitation. The date on page 1.1 is October 12, 
1897. 

• Notebook 2: Texts and vocabulary. Dates are December 22, 28, and 30, 1897. One text is 
transcribed by Franz Boas. 

• Notebook 3: Texts, vocabulary, grammar, personal names. Dates are January 10 and 13, 
1898. Inserted in this notebook are eight loose sheets with vocabulary and other notes 
by Franz Boas. 

• Notebook 4: Ethnography, texts, toponymy, vocabulary. Dates are February 5 (on page 
4.401), February 10, 11, 12, 18, and M[arch? May?] 12, 1898. 

• Notebook 5: Ethnography, texts, vocabulary. Dates are May 24, June 1, and December 
30, 1898. 

• Notes: A folder of text transcripts (copied in a secretarial hand) and notes on grammar, 
phonology, vocabulary, and texts. 

I am grateful to Arthur Kroeber on behalf of the Kroeber family for permission to publish these 
notes in this format. (Omitted here is “Notebook (0),” containing a few later notes.) 
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