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The Dwarf is Hermann Hesse’s fairy tale for grown-ups. The old storyteller, 

Cecco, spoke the tale of the protagonist, dwarf Filippo, who had been 

profoundly favored for his cleverness and wittiness by his lovely but unruly 

mistress, Margherita. However, this balance was broken by the wicked knight, 

Baldassare, who, in one way or another, evoked everyone’s endless pursuit of 

devilish desire and greed.   

 

In order to portray the distinctive personality of each character, unlike the 

usual, I attempted to let every instrument represent their own temperament 

by soloing separately at first for a while, rather than playing in unison from 

the beginning to the end. 

 

When reading The Dwarf, it is hard to draw a simple line between good and 

evil. However, as everyone’s lust and scrambling turned into void, we can feel 

the strong mourning and lonesome at the end, which is the admonition that 

Hermann Hesse hopes to give us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Dwarf (1904) – The Fairy Tales by Hermann Hesse 
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