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Lisbon’s Chiado:

Gentle Innovation

Attentive Restoration,

+DISPATCHES
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Lisbon’s picturesque reputation is a lot

like San Francisco’s. Streets carpet the

_ hillsides, creating views of charming
~ buildings, turn-of-the-century street-

cars ascend steeply into neighbor=....
hoods, a spectacular red suspenision
bndge presides over the harbor and its
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ry construction, the structural system of
choice since the great earthquake has
been flexible timber framies and founda-
tion pilés. Consequently, burning floors
and interior walls collapsed, leaving
- only masonry street walls standing.
Two of these bmldmgshelh were de~ ;
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The twisted wreckage left Lisbon

residents in shock and anguish, as if

- New Yorkers were to encounter I‘lfth:‘ o
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ty of central Lisbon. A restored resi-
dential population and new uses would
be necessary to diversify and extend the
district’s cycle of activity.

The reconstruction plan retains all
blocks, buildings and ground floor
commercial activities. The internal
arrangements of buildings will be
changed, however, by clearing away
accumulated additions from interior
passages and courts and reducing the
depth of apartments to enlarge the
courtyards. The Grandella and the
Chiado department stores, whose busi-
nesses were weak before the fire, will
be converted o new uses (such as a
hotel, movie theaters and a supermar-
ket) while retaining their original walls
and institutional character. All build-
ings will have small residences, config-
ured mostly for young singles and cou-
ples, oir their top two floors. These uses
are intended to diversify and extend
the district’s daily eycle of activity.

The plan combines an ambition to
create more public space in the densely
built blocks with a reconstitution of
formerly embedded ot erased streets.
All of the reconstructed buildings will
have midblock passages with: promi-
nent openings centered in their street
facades, often leading to interior ¢ourts.
The passages and courts will comprise a
new; secondary network of pedestrian
passages to supplement the narrow

sidewalks and auto=choked streets.
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They also promise to open the hidden
block interiors to the life of the city.
The facades of the first reconstruct-
ed buildings show subtle manipulations
in storefront composition. New shop
doors and windows have taller propor-
tions than their undestroyed counter-
parts up the street. They reveal higher
first-floor ceilings, yet retain the pre-
existing cadence of storefront open-
ings. While the composition of win-
dow lights, door stiles and frames are
tradivonal in spirit, the new clements
are spare and simple, as if anticipating
the encrustations of returning shop-
keepers, window dressers and poster
hangers, It appears thatin this combi-

nation of attentive restoration and gen-

tle innovation, the Chiado is to be

healed and rediscovered without deny~

ing its immense loss.
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