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Groupe du 6 Novembre: Lesbiennes Issues du Colonialisme, de I’Esclavage et de I'Tmmigration

as 2017 in Kailua, Hawaii, the artist Jess X Snow created
an outdoor graffiti installation with the text “Today I
Touched My Queer Body until It Became Cathedral.”
The piece celebrates masturbation as a form of self-love
for queer bodies of color that are perpetually marginalized
in society. Within two days the word queer was blacked
out and a large penis was drawn between the hands. In an
interview after the defacement, the artist attributed this
vandalism to patriarchy and homophobia.

Increase in and Recognition of Queer Graffiti

Today, queer themes appear with increasing regularity in
street art. In San Francisco and elsewhere, Jeremy Novy
creates gay imagery, such as stencils of leathermen.
Rommy Sobrado-Torrico and Crystal are contemporary
street artists making queer-themed work in San Francisco.
In New Orleans, graffiti artist Hugo Gytl creates brightly
colored images of disembodied hands and noses that are
monstrous, playful, and decidedly queer in their flamboy-
ant and fierce aesthetic. In the 2010s there has been a shift
toward institutional recognition, with the first exhibition
exclusively devoted to LGBT and LGBT-friendly street
artists, A History of Queer Street Art, opening in 2011 at
SOMArts in San Francisco, organized by Novy.

However, queer themes remain lacking in literature
on graffiti. Dominant accounts of graffiti tend to focus on
its heteromasculine originators, and the contributions of
LGBT people have been less acknowledged, until recently.
Graffiti writing has been a male-dominated and hetero-
sexual-dominated field, but LGBT people have been
involved in it since its first decades. Fundamentally,
graffiti is an art form that seeks to communicate. One
scholar has identified its power as a medium to give voice
to those marginalized in mainstream society. Graffiti can
be a powerful statement of personal identity, as well as an
outlet for public affirmations of collective identity,
particularly in the wake of gay liberation in the late
1960s and 1970s, the HIV/AIDS crisis since the 1980s,
and our contemporary moment. Social media now also
enables the promotion of illicit queer graffiti worldwide.
The Tumblr site “Queer Graffiti” regularly posts images
of graffiti of same-sex kissing, gender bending, and other
queer imagery from over 140 countries.

SEE ALSO ACT UP; Boys Love (Yaoi) Manga; Cruising and
Cruising Grounds; Daughters of Bilitis; Pink Triangle
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The first heterogeneous autonomous self-declared
lesbian of color group in contemporary France,

Sfounded in 1999.

The Groupe du 6 novembre: lesbiennes issues du
colonialisme, de I'esclavage et de 'immigration (6 Novem-
ber Group: Lesbians Begotten of/Out of Colonialism,
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Slavery, and Immigration) was the first heterogencous
autonomous  self-declared lesbian of color group in
contemporary France. It was founded in 1999 in Paris
and remained primarily based there. It also operated more
broadly in France—in the Parisian banlienes (suburban
racialized working-class neighborhoods) and in other cities
and banlieues. It formed links of solidarity with lesbians in
France’s present and former colonies and with lesbians of
color groups elsewhere in Europe and globally.

Unlike prior autonomous women of color groups in
France, the members of the Groupe du 6 novembre did
not come from one national, regional, or community
background. Instead, they came together from many:
Maghrebian, sub-Saharan African, Afro-Caribbean, Latin
American, and racially mixed. The group was founded
during a tumultuous political period for people of color in
France. The founders converged at a national lesbian
gathering in 1999, where it became apparent that lesbians
of color, and questions of coloniality and racism, were not
being taken seriously by most white lesbians. They created
an autonomous space at the gathering and thereafter
opened it to create the broader group (Bacchetta 2009).

The name Groupe du 6 novembre: lesbiennes issues
du colonialisme, de l'esclavage et de 'immigration reveals
quite a bit about the group’s political mandate. The first
part refers to its founding date. It is not uncommon in
France to use a specific date in names to mark the
inauguration of a new politics that is present and
simultaneously is yet to come. The group’s subtitle
(Lesbians Begotten of/Out of Colonialism, Slavery, and
Immigration) references a critical relationship to histories,
bodies, and political geographies of the postcolonial
world. The notion of “begotten of” evokes not only
respect for ancestral lands but also the necessity and desire
to “re-compose our own herstory” (Nedjmam 2001;
translation by Paola Bacchetta).

Historical Emergence

Like many other postcolonial lesbian groups elsewhere, the
genealogy of the Groupe du 6 novembre most accurately
begins by recognizing that lesbians were among the many
other activists in anticolonial movements (Bacchetta 2002).
More recently, as France’s colonies began to win political
independence, lesbians made their way to France as
immigrants. The earliest postcolonial immigrants to France
were men who entered the labor marker at its lowest rungs,
in factories. By the 1970s, the French state’s patriarchal and
heterosexist “family regrouping” laws allowed women to
enter in substantial numbers, but also made them legally
dependent on male counterparts, thereby imposing condi-
tions of sexism and lesbophobia (Bacchetta 2016).

The first lesbians who organized politically in
autonomous women’s groups had previous experience in
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their national liberation movements or, in the case of
Latin Americans, had fought against dictatorships orga-
nized and bolstered by US imperialism. An exception to
this was the Coordination des Femmes Noires (Black
Women’s Network), which organized by regional origin.
Given this history and France’s policy of bilateral
migration treaties with individual nations, it is not
surprising that from the 1970s onward immigrant women
first organized autonomously along country lines. Les-
bians were among them.

During the 1980s, lesbians of color were active in the
anti-racism, Beur (a term that signifies “Arab” in verlan, the
language developed by youth of Arab origin in the working-
class racialized suburbs of French cities, and which is
extended to signify people of color), and pro-immigration
movements of the day. They did not yet organize
autonomously as lesbians but instead tried to impose an
intersectional perspective that would include all their
struggles. For example, lesbians of color—of Maghrebian
and racially mixed backgrounds, primarily—were among
the cofounders of Collectif féministe contre le racisme et
lantisémitisme (Feminist Collective against Racism and
Anti-Semitism), a coalitional collective created in 1984 at
the Maison des Femmes de Paris (Paris Women’s Center).
Some of the same lesbians, along with at least one in exile
from Latin America, co-established the Lesbiennes contre le
racisme, I'anti-sémitisme et le fascisme (Lesbian Collective
against Racism, Anti-Semitism and Fascism) in 1985 at the
Archives Lesbiennes (Lesbian Archives) in Paris. Just
slightly prior to the creation of the Groupe du 6 novembre,
a short-lived group called Les Négresses Sapphiques
(Saffique Black Women) was formed. Then, in 1999,
shortly after the Groupe du 6 novembre’s founding,
another lesbian of color group, Madivine (a term for
“lesbian” in Haitian Creole), was created mainly by
Caribbean lesbians (Madivine 2000; Lesbiennes of Color
2016). Also in 2001, a group of Arab lesbians living in their
countries or in exile in France created the N'DéeSses. In
sum, this was a first crucial period for autonomous lesbian
of color organizing.

Outside of the groups, during the 1980s and early
1990s, politicized lesbians of color met informally to
discuss their intersectional oppression and their relations
with other movements. Some published essays and poetry
on lesbianism and racism. Some of these ended up in a
book created by the Groupe du 6 novembre, and some are
collected, along with the texts produced by the autono-
mous groups, in the first anthology of writings from
lesbian of color activism and creative practices in France.

Activities
The Groupe du 6 novembre held regular meetings, wrote
collective and individual texts, organized cultural and
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political events, participated in conferences, and spoke on
immigrant and alternative radio (Doumia 2001). It
published on the following topics: how colonialism,
slavery, racism, heterosexism, and lesbophobia operate
together; survival; relations to dominant French lesbian,
feminist, and anti-racist movements; links with lesbians
across the globe; and transnational politics. It created a
website to open the conversation among lesbians of color
more broadly.

In 2000 the group worked to publish a special issue
of a French Canadian lesbian journal. When its work was
met with excessive editorial intervention, the group
created its own publishing company: Nomades'Langues
(Nomadic Languages and Languages Nomads). In 2001
Nomades’Langues published Warriors/Guerriéres, a bilin-
gual book of theoretical essays, personal narratives, poetry,
and art by members and comrades. Arab lesbians in the
group produced a special issue (no. 7) of the lesbian
Arabic journal Bint el nas. Other group members
organized a major exhibit in Paris by the black lesbian
Italian artist Veruska. In 2001 the Groupe du 6 novembre
showed up at the (white) lesbian conference on Monique
Wittig in Paris, protesting that they had not been invited
to speak. Members spoke out on immigrant and other
alternative radio. In 2001 they went to the World
Conference against Racism in Durban, South Africa,
where they expanded their transnational connections with
lesbians of color globally. After these years of intensive
activities, the group met less often. However, members
remained in touch and also stayed in the broader
movements in which they had all been involved.

SEE ALSO Anti-racist Activism in Europe; Comité d’Urgence
Anti-répression Homosexuelle (CUARH); Grupo de
Trabalho Homossexual and LES; Strange Fruit
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Two prominent LGBTQ advocacy organizations
in Portugal.

The Grupo de Trabalho Homossexual (GTH; Homosex-
ual Working Group) and LES—Grupo de Discussio
sobre Questdes Lésbicas (LES—Discussion Group on
Lesbian Issues) were two associations that, in spite of a
considerable time gap between their beginnings—1991
and 2008, respectively—were both intended to fill voids
in the LGBTQ movement in Portugal. The former was
created to address the pure and simple nonexistence of a
LGBTQ movement in Portugal, while the latter intended
to fill the absence of a proper discussion of lesbian matters
in the already existent organizations, as well as in the
public sphere at large. Although working separately, the
two groups each sought to respond to the ongoing
presence of homophobia in Portugal.

Homosexual Working Group

The GTH was created in May 1991 as a section of the
Partido Socialista Revoluciondrio (PSR; Socialist Revolu-
tionary Party), a small, Far Left Trotskyist organization
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