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Chinese Language 

The piece is a new arrangement written for the Atlantic Music Festival Contemporary 

Ensemble. The first version of the piece is written for string quintet.

Jingyun Dagu came into being and was popular in Beijing and Tianjin at the end of the Qing 

Dynasty and the beginning of the period of the Republic of China (1911-1949). It is a form of 

Chinese opera where stories are often sung in a Beijing dialect accompanied by a flat drum 

along with Sihu (four stringed fiddle), Pipa (four string lute), Sanxian (three-string lute), and 

wooden clappers. The focus is on the singing that depicts stories in short episodes. One super 

star of Jingyun Dagu was Luo Yusheng, who was born in 1914. At one time she was well 

known by most of China, and her fans called her the Queen of the Golden Voice. One of her 

representative works, Chou Mo Yin Chu, requires great skills of both the music and singing 

part. I thought it charming and gave me some ideas on creating a piece to mimic the way that 

Sihu, Pipa, Sanxian, wooden clappers and flat drum play. 

Xintong Wang
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Xintong Wang

(2016)
Commissioned by Atlantic Music Festival

Chinese Language 

for Flute, Clarinet, Percussion, Piano, Violin and Violoncello
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