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Racial Capialism A Preexisting &Condiion
for Pcmdemlc Health Inequities in the Uus.”

[ didn't think the
0 £R would be SO
busy.
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By Drs. Whitney Pirtle & Hathorlne Thompson
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In April 2020, Michigan
was one of the first
states to report the
numbers of people sick |
and dying during the  §
COVID-19 pandemic.
Detroit was one of the &
™ worst hit places.

I'm still glad we
brought you, Mama.
You started coughing®
after your last shift,
and T've been worried
ever since.

Presented by
the UC
Merced
Center for the
Humanities

Out of the direct deaths related to COVID-19, Black people '

were almost 3x as likely to end up hospitalized and dying from
COVID-19 compared to white people.

These racial differences in illnesses

a
or even behavioral, differences in ra ot e el of biologicat

acial groups, but are a resylt
structure people’s lives.

of racist, capitalist systems that

2 What is racial capitalism?




Capitatism prioritizes profit over peopte. In the U.S., capitalism is racialized because the system placed more value on some groups than others, depending
on their race. This can be traced back to slavery but happens today too. During the pandemic, we started to hear the term “essential workers” - people

—1_who conduct services that are essential to keeping operations running. By /
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[W get
you a
tissue.

It's hard to stay
home during
lockdown when
you have to go
to others’ homes
instead. ——

The wealthy could afford to pay others to
shop. These delivery workers were
overwhelmingly people of color.

’ People in essential bt low-wage, front line work were more likely to bec'omeusuikck. i
_
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So in this case, essential labor
doesn't mean the people prouiding

...and have worse health ; ;
labor are irreplaceable does it?

outcomes when they did.
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For another redliningin § ¥\ People who Live in poor neighborhoods have less access to green spaces... "

example, racist & — N % H,s Hj [T
and capitalist — \ S

policies have — Z The nearest park is 20 minutes away

L. by bus, so we don't have a lot of

created raciall St i) space to play in our neighborhood.

segregated | e
areas in Detroit ’ ¥ & )
and across the ; 7 <l P e
US., which can e I ] I

also lead to

illness /\ : S
disparities ey z
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Racial residential segregation means poor people of color are also Fq‘rced to

live near manufacturing and other harmful toxins and wastes. // //
|

We've Lived here all
our Lives, but we didn't

and healthy, affordable Foodsl?q m

which means fewer opportunities to
) create healthy behaviors. & T~
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Our corner store

T know until it was on
Ondg se dS Cb Ips the news this year
and candy oars, that the Marathon

and that's just
easier to grab on
the way home
from school.

Refinery has helped
make this area the
most toxic place in
Michigan and could

be causing our health
iSsues.
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e a person even
shelter in
place with no

7% In Amenica, not only do people of color g s | ... they also experience longer waits at
2, {end {0 become sick at higher rates... - come the ER and even in COUID-19 testing.

N know you don't
COUgh get paid time off
but we need to get
you to the doctor.
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Once seen, they are often not
believed for their symptoms. ..

....or are blamed for their symptoms

You're saying we should
wait at home? Until it gets
worse? Then come back?

ed to smoke—

7 cee you Us
1l ¢ it's not that

¢ (Jou Sur
Ordu%\oge to your Wngs
thats making you ghort O
preath? You could lose @
couple Of pounds, or)d
chould consider working
on your stress lewels.. .

>

Euen though they are the same
ones in our society who take care
of everyone else

morning,
Mama. How
are you
feeling?
= |
= Mama?

——— MAMA

The racist, copitaLst 'sgste that sustains t mern orLd on the US. is

a fundamental, root cause of COVID-19 disparities, but what can we do? We Well, you have to
must work together to uproot the root causes of these health inequities— understand, she
addressing inequality shaped by racism and capitalism. MVV\A\ had a lot of
/ v WY preexisting
EN /_ conditions.
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' Because racial capitalism is the

F .A
G preexisiting condition! —
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B RACIAL JUSTICE
IS HEALTH
JUSTICE






